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United States Nuclear Regulatcry Commission
Document Control Desk

Mail Station P1-137

Washington, D.C. 205558

SUBJECT: DOCKET NO. 50~333
LICENSEE EVENT REPORT: 92-025-00 - Fire Watches
Discontinued or Not Posted
When Regquired

Dear Sir:

This Licensee Event Report is submitted in accordance with
10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(i)(B).

The report also includes an event which is reported on a
voluntary basis because it had the same cause and resulting
deficiency as those events which reguire a report under
10CFR50.73,

Questions concerning this repori. may be addressed to Mr. W. Verne
Childs at (315) 349-6071.

Very truly yours,

HPS/WVC/mam (7
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Enclosure /,
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ce: USNRC, Region I
USNRC Resident Inspector
INPO Records Center
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The plant was shut down and in the cold condition for maintenance and
refuel with all irradiated fuel in the spent fuel pool.

Approximately 30 fire watches are required each shift to provide
compensatory action for 10CFR50, Appendix R deficiencies, fire damper
deficiencies, fire barrier penetration seal deficiencies, and to
suppor®t maintenance and modification activities. On five occasions
between May 1, 1992 and May 22, 1992, fire watches were not maintained
as required by Technical Specifications 3.12.C, 3.12.F, or as required
to meet commitments contained in correspondence to the NRC. Fach of
the five fajlures to provide or maintain the required fire watch is
described below:

On May 1, 1992 at approximately 1500 hours, fire protection
engineering personnel informed the Shift Supervisor that a number
of fire watches could be discontinueda. Engineering evaluations
had shown that the conditions for which the fire watches were
posted had been corrected or evaluation had shown that no
deficiency actually existed. As a result, the fire watches were
discontinued. On May %, 1992, fire protection engineering
personnel informed the fire protection supervisor that the
information provided approximately four days earlier was in
error. The engineering personnel had failed to review
documentation in which the New York Power Authority had committed
in a letter to the NRC on July 31, 1991 (JAFP-91-0455) to post a
continuous fire watch as an interim compensatory measure until
the NRC acts on an exemption request.

As noted above, a continuous fire watch was discontinued for
approximately four days., The reguested exemption had not been
approved by the NRC., While this event was not contrary to the
requirements contained in Technical Specifications or the Final
Safety Analysis Report (FSAR), and by itself does not appear to
be a condition requiring a report under 10CFR50.73, the Plant
Operating Review Committee (PORC) determined on June 3, 1992 that
the event should be described along with other examples of the
failure to properly post (or maintain posted) a fire watch,

on May 15, 1992 at 0325 hours, a continuous fire watch posted in
the North Emergency Diesel CGenevator (EDG) [EK) Switchgeair Room
[NB] was discontinued when a fire protection instrumentation
multiplexer [IC) was returned to service. The Shift Supervisor
informed the fire watch supervisor that the continuocus fire watch
was no longer regquired. Approximately ten (10) hours later,
during a rev.ew of fire watch reguirements and post instructions,
the fire protection supervisor determined that the fire watch was
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