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Re: 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i)(B)
March 16, 1992

.

MP-92-275

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555

Reference: Facility Operating License No. DPR-65
Dacket No. 50-336
Licensee Event Report 92-007-00

Gentlemen:

This letter forwards Licensee Event Report 92-0 required to be submitted within thirty
(30) days pursuant to 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i)(B).

*Very truly yours,

NORTHEAST NUCLEAR ENERGY COh1PANY

,' |tj)|u% eacu
/ Stephen E. 'Scace

Director, hIillstone Station

SESEF:tp

Attachment: . LER 92-007-00

cc: T. T. h1artin, Region 1 Administrator
.

W.- J.- Raymond, Senior Resident Inspector, Millstone Unit Nos.1, 2 and 3
G. S. Vissing, NRC Project Manager, hlillstone-Unit No. 2
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On February 19,1992 at 1300 hours, while the plant was at 1009 power, a reportabihty evaluation concluded
that the fmt 2 Reactor toolant Gross Activity surveillances completed prior to January 3,1992, failed to satisfy
tlye Technical Specification surveillance requirements. Pnor to this date tl.is surveillance procedure did not
require activity from both the liquid and gaseous phases of the reactor coolant sample to be included when
comparing measured activity agamst the 100!E-bar acceptance criteria.

: Corrective action was immediately imtiated when the problem was recognized. The Surveillance Procedure on
~ Reactor Coolant Gross Activity, was changed to include the fission gases and tritium in the acceptance criteria
determination. This brought the surveillance in compliance with the LCO and sakty analyses. Additionally the
plant performed a review of all associated data since 1954. Based on this review, the umt has never

| - approached the-100/E-bar limit of Technical Specifications. No automatie or manual safety systems were
|' ; required to respond to this event. -s
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L DescrirLion of Etent -

On February 19.1992 at 1300 hours, while the plant was at 100% power. a Reportability Esaluation
concluded that the Unit 2 Reactor Coolant Gross Activits surveillances completed prior to January 3,
1992, failed to satisfy the Techmcal Specification tuseillance requirements. The evaluation stated that
the intent of the Technical Specification Surveillance was not met, and therefore the event is reportable.

Design basis radiological dose calculations which do not invohe fuel fadures use Technical Specification
pnmary coo! ant activity limits as the source ter- The purpose of the Technical Specification limits is to
ensure that the source terms do not exceed the calculation's assumpoons. The intent of the 100!E-bar
limit is to limit the nobic gas acuvity. Therefote activity from noble gases must be meluded in the
su: veillance.

To complett the suneillance a prewrized primary coolant sample is drawn. When the sample is
depressurized, a liqmd phase and a gaseous phase result. Both are analyzed. The liquid phase is
analyzeG for activity from ra:ho-lodines, fission and activation particulates, and some divsolved noble.
gases. The hquid is also separately analyzed for tritum. The gaseous phase, or flashed gas, is analyzed
for noble gas activity.

.

. Although the unit has beer performing all the required analyses at the required frequency, neither the-
flashed gas activity nor the tritium acuvity were included with the total liquid activity u hen measured
activity was compared aganst the 10/'/E-bar uCiigm acceptance criteria. This was not la comphance
wid the intent of the Technical Specifications, which is to hmit noble gas activity.

IL . Cause of Es ent =

The root cause of this event was crocedural inadecuacy. By misinterpreting the term ' Gross Activity' to
mean Gross Deemed Activity, and omitting the requirement for gaseous activny results from the
procedure, the intent of the Technical Specification was not met.

..

Anah-cie of EventIll,

This report is submitted pursuant to the requirements of 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i)(B), '' Ary operation
prohibited by the plant 4 Technical Specifications." There were no safety consequence _ resulting from-
this event. As determined by the review of associated historical data the 100/E-bar limit was neser
approached. The surveillance has fully met the intent of Technical Specifications since the problem was
idenufted.

IV. Corrective Action

The Unit 2 Reactor Coolant Gross Activay Surveillance, SP 2831,-was immediately changed to include -
fission gases and tri:ium activities in the acceptance enterivdetermmation. This ensured that present and ~
future surveillances will comply with the LCO and safet). analysis.

V. Additionar Informatinn

There were no failed components -during this event,
,

Eimilar LERs LER 92-002-00, "Non-Compliance With Technical Specification Surveillance.

EIIS Codes: AB - Heactor Coolant System
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