October 19, 1984

Mr. James G, Keppler
Regional Administrator
Nuclesr Regulatory Commission
Regionm II1

799 Roosevelt Road

Clen Ellyn, Illinets #0137

Dear Mr, Keppler:

The Quad Citiles Nuclear Power Station exercise, conducted August
28-29, 1964, and the Medical Support Exercise, conducted September
11-12, 1984, both of which ware evaluated by the Region V Raglounal
Assistance Committee, have axposed two areas of weakness in
radiological emergency response capability. I am sharing the
findings with you ia that the eorrective actions which are necessary
are the partial responsibility of the licenses, Commonwealth Edison
Company. The axercise report we have prepared for the State of
Illinols will contain the two areas as deficiencies to be corrected
by the State,

One area of weakoess 1o capabllity is the News Media Center which 1s
located near the .icensee's Emargency Operations Pacility (ROV),
Morrison, Illinois. Our evaluation of the facility during this
exercise is similar to eur evaluation durimg “he May 11, 1983
axercise,

Whea applying the FEMA evaluation eriteria, we fiad the News Media
Center facility wnsuitable., We have “een iaformed the News Meadia
Center arrangement is temporary, as it was also reported at the
previous axercise. The building, in & serwmal day-to-day eperstion,
1s a0 squipment/parts garage for the licenses. It 15 & stesal frame
structure with high bay cellings and waffilebed walle. The permaneat
lighting 1s not of an intensity to afferd close work 1llusination.

It is believed that comfort sone temperaturs somtrol would be
difficult in the beat of summer or the cold of winter. Bathreos
facilities consists of ece reem.

Space for information officers and the sows media 1s severely limited,
Purniture is in short supply mailnly dus to the limited space, The
telecopior s in the EOF and the ROF 1s & building apert from the
equipment garage.
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The News Media Center can accoumodate approximately forty reporters
at & briefing. There is no space for the sedia represantatives to
conduct private interviews, make audio tapes or video tapes and
films. The facility has no backup power source. News releases
hncohnocoudotth‘lor‘uhcmo“munttm
the relsases out to the news media.

\
The main poiot is that the facilivy 1s ioteris but has been
interim for a considerable juriod of time and should an accident
of a significant magnitude and duration occur st Quad C.ities
Nuclea:r Power Station, it would overtax the capacity »f the
currently designated News Madia Center. It should be noted
that our comments apply only to the facility ftself. The
people and support equipment in the ¢ nter did perform well.

Another ares of weakness in capability has to do with the
Quad Cities Hedical Support "xercise conducted September
11-12, 1904 at the Moliue Public liospital, VEMA Las a
responsibility to observe and evaluate the capability of
the mmergency madical staff and the capacity of the
facility. Once again the Pederal criteris requires FRA
Lo assure that medical care facilities and personvel who
treat contaninated injured from the licenses are available
to treat citizens from the general public who may become
contaninated and/or injured.

Two simulated coutanminated-injured parsons were transported
by different ambulance companies to the Mo.ine Public
Hospital. Each victis was handled to a different degre

of safety and protection iu relation to radiation con-
tamination. Daley Gibsom Ambulance Service who transported
victin f1 did ur . use the proper protective clothing on
themsalves or the victim to contain contamination. At

the hospital, application of proce.ures vas inconsistent.
Problems were noted with taplementiog established procedures
regarding avallability of the transport cart, draping and
clean path carpet., During washdown of the victim, the
coutaminated water diecharged outo the floor of the
examination room.. Wuter sprayed on Victim #2 splashed
about aad ran over the splasah boards onto the attendant

and outo the floeor,
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It was noted that Radiation Managesent Corporation consultants
performed some of the functions at the hospital. If training
and supervision is provided and conducted with the axercise
itself, 1t should be done by regular hospital staff and not
by consultants wvho will be unavailable during any actual
emergency.

[ have enclosed a copy of the Medical Support Exercise
evaluation for your iuformation. It provides greatar
gatail of the evaluatiou. As ssial, the full exercise
report will be forwarded to NRC by our Headquarters
Office 1u the near future.

?lease keop me {nformed of enforcament actious you may
take to curiect these two areas of weakness.

Sincerely,

Wallace J. Weavar, Chafrman
Reagional Assistance Committee

Enclosure




