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SPURIOUS SAFETY INJECTION ACTUATION
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At 1733 hours, an automatic Safety Injection actuation occurred. This resulted
when one Pressurizer pressure channel was under maintenance and a second pressure
channel tripped spuciously, making up the required 2 out of 4 logic for automatic 1

'

SI actuation.
|

Because it is believed that a radio within the containment may have accidentally j
keyed and caused a disturbance to the pressure channel, radios will no longer be I

allowed within the containment to eliminate any further possibility of |

radio-transmitter interference. )
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On February 15, 1985, at 1733 hours with Unit 1 in Hot Standby, an automatic
Safety Injection actuation occurred. According to the "First Out Annunciatot"
alarm, the Safety Injection was due to PLessurizer low pressure. At the time of
the event the Insttusent Maintenance Department had Pressutizer pressure channel
455 out of service for calibration of the transmitter, IPT-455. A redundant
channel of Pressutizer pressure, channel 456, tripped, causing the spurious
safety Injection by making up the required 2 out of 4 logic for automatic SI
actuation. That channel quickly reset in approximately one-tenth of a second.
Also of note, the 460 channel for Pressurizet level spiked and reset within the
same time frame.

The operator proceeded into the Emergency Procedute, " Reactor Trip or Safety
Injection Unit 1" and determined that the event was an inadvertent Safety
Injection. The operator then entered the Emergency Procedure "SI Termination
Following Spurious SI" and returned the plant to normal.

The root cause of this event is indeterminate. However, the fact that both the
pressure channel and level channel spiked and thet quickly reset indicates some
fots of disturbance to their respective transmitters. At the time of the event,
thete were two operators near the transmitters. For emergency communication
reasons, the operintors did have a radio with them, and it is possible that the
radio was accidentaly keyed leading to the transmitters' distutbance. These
transmitters, manufactured by Barton, are known to be sensitive to radio
transmission. Other personnel were in the containment at the time, but were on
the opposite side of containment. They did not have radios. Also, the Load
Dispatcher was contacted to check for grid pertutbations but none were detected.

From a safety standpoint, the significance of this event is that the Safety
Injection System was performing its function properly. There was no danger.

j imposed on the plant not the public as a result of this event.

Although the cause of the event was not determined with certainty, corrective,

action has been taken. All operators have been informed that no radios are to be ,i

cattled into the containment even for emergency communication purposes. Also,,

several signs have been painted around the containment airlock doors stressing to'

everyone, that no radios are to be used within the containment. Communication
will be via the Station's page system. Forbidding radios within the containment
will eliminate one possible form of transmitter disturbance.

Previous occurrences: none
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March 15,1985

LTR: BYRON 85-0402

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk

. Washington, D. C. 20555

Dear Sir:

The enclosed Licensee Event Report from Byron Generating Station is being
transmitted to you in accordance with the requirements of 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(iv)
which requires a 30 day written report.

This report is number 85-020-00, Docket No. 50-454.

Very truly yours,

.

L'

M R. E. Querio
Station Superintendent
Byrcn Nuclear Power Station

REQ /vda

Enclosure: Licensee Eveat Report No. 85-020-00

cc: J. G. Keppler, NRC Region III Administrator
J. Ilinds, NRC Resident Inspector
INPO Record Center
CECO Distribution List

't.-

#3/017

. - - ._ ._ _ . _ . - __


