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3: ' Db fon © rent Cause o ent :
Twe factors contributed to this event:

a. The new Technical Specifications which became effective on October 1, 1975
reduced the release rates requiring reporting to the Commission. Frior to
October 1, 1975, reporting was required only when the annual average
release rate calculated in accordance with 10 CFR 20 was exceeded.

The new maximum release limit for long-lived particulates is calculated

in an extremely conservative manner. The limit is based on a dose to an
individual residing at the site boundary in the worst case sector. A re-
duction factor of 700 is applied for possible ecological chain effects.

This results in a limiting release approximately 100 times more conservativ:
than the limiting release rate calculated for the existing critical dose
pathway.

b. Fuel sipping operations were conducted on che refueling floor in the
Reactor Building during October, 1975. The fuel being handled was part
of the initial core load which had been removed from the reactor and is
being held for off-site shipment. The initial core load fuel had had a
history of excessive clad defects.

During the sipping operations, the concentration of long-lived particulates
in the Reactor Building ventilation exhaust air increased for a periocd of
several days. This resulted in higher release rates of long-lived par-
ticulates from the Reactor Building vent. The release rates were well
below permissible levels and did not exceed typical release rates
experienced during previous refueling outages,

6. Analysis of the Event:

No increase in ave.age releases rate of radiocactive materials was asso-
ciated with this event.

No measurable increase in radiation dose to any individual occurred as a
result of this event,

The actual estimated maximum offsite dose to an individuel can be easily
estimated. Anuual average dispersion factors for the existing critical
dose pathway in the vicinity of the Monticello plant are:

Plant Stack Release 2.5 E-8 sec/m>

Reactor Building Vent Release 4.3 E-7 sec/m’
(assuming a ground level release)
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