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TO: MR, JAMES I'. O'REILLY AOR 73.12.]1

ON DECTMBER 1, 1973 AT 1300 HOURS A MAGNTTROL SWITCH #3526G24 IN THE
SChAM bUM' VOLUME LEVEL FAILED 10 OPERATE DURING SURVEILLANCE TESTING AT ‘
RINC MILE POINT NUCLEAR STATION UNIT 1. TITS 15 AN ARNORMAL OCCURKENCE
PERSUANT TC TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 1.13 b,

THE UKIT WAS OPERATING NORMALLY AT 1272 MWt, (920 MWe) WITH ALL VLANT
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SYSTEMS RORMAL. ROUTIRE SURVEILLANCE TESTING WAS IN I'KOGRESS. THE SCiaM
MP VOLUME LTVEL SKITCHES (37 GAL.) CAUSE A REACTOR SCRAM TN A ) OUT i
2 TWICE LOGIC, RDORC PATLED TO CAUSE THE REQUIRFD ACTUATION OF #£)2
TRTP CHANNEL, THE RTMATNING TURTE IHSTRUMENTS TN THIS SYSTTM PERPORMTD AS
REQUIRTD.

IRVESTIGATION KEVEALEDL THAT THE MERCURY IN THE MERCURY BULE HAD
OXIDIZED LOCKIRG TUT MTRCURY TN ONE POSITIOR, THE SWITCH CARRTAGE HAD

MOVED AS REQUIRED. A PIN HOLE IN TIHE BULPR ALLOWED AIR IN ENTRY AKD
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OXIDATION OF MERCURY HAD OCCURRED. THE MERCURY BULB WAS REPLACED AND THE :
SWITCH PUNCTIONED NORMALLY ON TUST. |
SINCE THE REDUNDANT COMPONENT WAS FULLY OPERABLZ A SCRAM WOULD HAVE
BEEN PRODUCED IF REQUIRED AND THEREFORE NO HAZARD WAS PRESENTED TO THE
PLANT OR THE GERERAL PUBLIC. 1HIS IS THE FINST FAILURE OF THIS RATURE.

VERY TRULY YOURS,
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