NIAGARA MOrAWK POWER CORPORATION

NIAGARA ‘ MOHAWNK

300 EME BOULEVARD WEST
BYRACUSE N ¥ 13202

August 1, 1972

Mr, Donald J. Skovholt

Assistant Director for Reactor Operations
Division of Reactor Licensing

United States Atomic Energy Commission
washington, D. C. 20545

Dear Mr, Skovholt:

Re: Provisional Operating License: DPR-17
Docket No.: 50-220

Appendix A (Technical Specifications 3.3.1 a and 3.3.1 b) of Provisional
Operating License DPR-17 for Nine Mile Point Nuclear Station, Unit #1
states:

3.3.1 a

"After completion of the startup test program and demonstration of plant
electrical output, the primary containment atmosphere shall be reduced

to less than five percent oxygen with nitrogen gas whenever the reactor
coolant pressure is greater than 110 psig and the reactor is in the power
operating condition, except as specified in "b" below."

3s3xd b

"Within the 24 hour period subsequent to increase of the reactor coolant
pressure above 110 psig whenever the reactor is in the power operating
condition, the containment atmosphere oxygen concentration shall be

reduced to less than five percent by weight and maintained in this con-
dition. Deinerting was commenced 24 hours prior to a major refueling
outage or other scheduled shutdown,"

An orderly shutdown of Unit #1, Nine Mile Point Nuclear Station was begun
on July 27, 1972 due to increasing recirculation system valve packing
leakage within the drywell, Following repacking of the affected valves,
the unit was restarted on July 30, 1972 and reached 110 psig at 0700 that
day.
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An agreement had npecn maut prior to shutdown with Nat | inder Las, a
nitrogen gas suppiien o onshohocken, Fa, for delier £ twe trucks of
nitrogen on July 0. 1372, Normal inerting requiie : o hours and could
easily be accomplishe that day, well w thin the (Uil re ! irs, However,
unknown t. station personned, the gas supplier was ~ g ditd Ity in
obtaining irivers Tol +he necessary two trucks of T startup of
the Unit nwevond 11U ptix ntinued, based upor *the | v agceement that
nitrogen sould be arri 1N for inerting that day. O/ inaght, 'aly 30, 197
with no n trogen for erting on site, 1t was deeme ecessary v station
personnei 10 hold thermal power to 1200 W (t) and N ntinue «ith the
normal scheduled star intil the drywe was 1nertod

Me first truckh of nit-ogen arrived at the station tne rning ¢ July 31, 1972
and i1nert ng Hegan mmediately. The drywell atmosphere was redu '

than five percent oxygen at 1345 that das, reaching 5.9 percent 4 1400,

Mhe start dp schedules ‘hen .ontinued.

The drvwe .| atmosphert remained within specification following inerting and

with the arrival ot 1 <econd truck late in the evening, fuly 31, 1972 was
reduced 't 1ts presen’ Level of one percent by weight of oxygen.
#
ery truly irs,
riginal signed by F. J. Schneider
¥
; F. J. Schneide
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