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February 28, 1992

Document Contro) Desk
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Comnission
Washington, DC 20555

Gent lemen:

Subject: VIRGIL C. SUMMER NUCLEAR STATION
[OCKET NO. 50/395
OPERATING LICENSE NO, NPF-12
LER 92-002 (ONO 920006)

Attached is Licensee Event Report No. 92-002

for the Virgil C., Summer Nuclear

Station, This report is submitted pursuant to the requirements of

10CFR50.73(a)(2)(1).

Should there be any guestions, please call us at your convenience,
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On January 28, 1992, at approximately 1930 hours, Operations personne! identified a

noncompliance with the action requirements of Technical Specification 3.6.4,

| “Containment Isolation Valves.," A status review of inoperable equipment logs found
that on three (3) separate occasions containment isolation valve XVA-93128, "Sample

| Line Return from Radiation Monitor," had been temporarily opened to facilitate the

| performance of a required surveillance activity. This valve had been declared

| inoperable on January 27, 1992, at 0400 hours, when it did not appear to close during
| a slave relay surveillance test that simulated a Containment Phase A Isolation,

Valve XVA-G3128 is located in tne sample line return for Radiation Monitor RM-A2,
which provides measurement of the airborne activity (Particulate, lodine, Gas) inside
the Reactor Building.

| This event resulted from personnel error. ODuring the coordination of a Reactor
Building atmosphere surveillarce under Technical Specification 3.4.6.2, “Operational
Leakage," Operations personnel failed to recognize that the temporary restoration of
the inoperable valve would be in conflict with the intent of Technical Specifications
and plant procedures,

Operations and Health Physics personnel discontinued the use of the sample line
return for subsequent surveillances of the Reactor Building atmesphere. The valve
was found to be functional with a malfunctioning close 1imit switch. The valve was
repaired and returned to service on February B, 1992. In addition to these actions,
Operations shift personnel will receive additional training by May 1, 1992, on the
guidelines for temporary restoration of equipment as contained in Station
Administrative Procedure (SAP) 205, Status Control and Removal and Restoration.
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when Operations and Health Physics personne! evaluated the method of obtaining the
sampie, there were concerns over connecting the sampler to the operable sample 1ine
and releasing the Reactor Bullding atmosphere to the Penetration Room where RM-A2
Is located. To prevent the Penetration Room from becoming an alrborne contaminated
area, the sampler was connected to both supply and return 1ines for RM-AZ, and
Operations personnel clesred the Lagout so that XVA-93128 could be temporarily
(less than 1 hour) opened for sampling., The survelllance was performed in this
mainer on January 27, at 1512 hours, and again on January 28, at 0250 and 1445
hours, before an oncoming Operations shift determined that the action was in
conflict with the intent of Technical Specifications and plant procedural
requirements for inoperable equipment.

CAUSE OF EVENT:

This event resuited from personnel error., During - coc/“ination of the Reactor
Building atmosprere surveillance, Operations .. sonnel failed to recognize that the
temporary restorution of the inoperable valve would be in conflict with the intent
of Technical Specifications ano plant procedures, Temporary restorations of this
nature are only allowed for troubleshooting, maintenance, and survelllance tosting
to prove operability.

ANALYSLS OF EVENY:

Plant safely was not compromised by the temporary cpening of XVA-93126, Uuring Lhe
survelllance of the Reactor Pu!lding atmosphere, Operations personnel performing
the realignment were standing by and prepared to close the valve in the event of a
Containment Phase A lsolation,

IMMEDIATE CORRECTIVE ACTIONS:

Operations and Health Physics personnel discontinued the use of the sample |ine
return for subsequent surveillarces of the Reactor Building atmosphere, Samples
taken through februara 7, 1992, were obtained from t+« supply 1ine and discharged
into the Penetration Room, ODuring this period the  uom was roperly posted as an
airborne contaminated area in accordance with p'ant procedures.

Maintenance investigation into the fallure of XVA-93128 to fully close found a
Hmit switch positioner to be pivoting on the valve stem, The improper function of
this 1imit switch was causing position indication problems; however, the valve
function was not impaired. Tnhe positioner was repaired and the valve returned to
operable status at 0200 hours on February 8, 1992,

ADDITIONAL CORRECTIVE ACTIONS:

Operations shift personnel will receive additional training by May 1, 1992, on the

2:1delines for temporary restoration of equipment as contained in Station
ministrative Procedure (SAP) 205, Status Control and Removal and Restoration,

PRIOR OCCURRENCES:
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