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February 28, 1992

Document Control Desk
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Cocanission
Washington, DC 20555

Gentlemen:

Subject: VIRGIL C. SUMMER NUCLEAR STATION
DOCKET NO. 50/395
OPERATING LICENSE NO. NPF-12
LER 92-002 (ONO 920006)

Attached is Licensee Event Report No. 92-002 for the Virgil C. Summer Nuclear -

Station. This report is submitted pursuant to the requirements of
10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i). L

Should there be any questions, please call us at your convenience.

Very truly yours

b
John L. Skolds

CJM:JLS:cjm
Attachment

c: 0. W. Dixon Jr. J. W. Flitter
R. R. Mahan L. J. Montondo
R. J. White NRC Resident inspector
S. D. Ebneter J. B. Knotts Jr.
G. F. Wunder INPO Records Center
General Managers ANI Library
Marsh & McLennan NSRC >

G. J. Taylor RTS (ON0 920006)
T. L. Matlosz File (818.05 & 818.07)
S. R. Hunt
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On January 28, 1992, at approximately 1930 hours. Operations personnel identified a
noncompliance with the action requirements of Technical Specification 3.6.4,
" Containment Isolation Valves." A status review of inoperable equipment logs found
that on three (3) separate occasions containment isolation valve XVA-93128, " Sample

| Line Return from Radiation Monitor," had been temporarily opened to facilitate the
performance of a required surveillance activity. This valve had been declared
inoperable on January 27, 1992, at 0400 hours, when it did not appear to close during
a slave relay surveillance test that simulated a Containment Phase A Isolation.
Valve XVA-93128 is located in the sample line return for Radiation Monitor RM-A2,
which provides measurement of the airborne activity (Particulate, Iodine, Gas) inside
the Reactor Building.

| This event resulted from personnel error. During the coordination of a Reactor
! Building atmosphere surveillarce under Technical Specification 3.4.6.2, " Operational
! Leakage," Operations personnel failed to recognize that the temporary restoration of

the inoperable valve would be in conflict with the intent of Technical Specifications
and plant procedures.

Operations and Health Physics personnel discontinued the use of the sample line
return for subsequent surveillances of the Reactor Building atmosphere. The valve
was found to be functional with a malfunctioning close limit switch. The valve was
repaired and returned to service on February 8, 1992. In addition to these actions,
Operations shift personnel will receive additional training by May 1, 1992, on %e
guidelines for temporary restoration of equipment as contained in Station 3

Administrative Procedure (SAP) 205, Status Control and Removal and Restoration. >
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PLANT IDEN11FICAT10N:

Westinghouse - Pressurized Water Reactor

EQUIPMENT IDENTIFICATION:

Containment 1sulation Valve; Ells System Code - BD

IDENTIFICATION OF EVENT:

On January 28, 1992, at approximately 1930 hours, Operations personnel identified a
noncompliance with the action requirements of Technical Specification 3.6.4,
" Containment Isolation Valves." A status review of inoperable equipment logs found
that on three (3) separate occasions containment isolation valve XVA-93120, " Sample
Line Return from Radiation Monitor," had been temporarily opened to facilitate the
performance of a required surveillance activity. Restorations of this nature are
in conflict with the intent of the Technical Specification which rrquires the
isolation of the affected penetration until repairs / troubleshooting are complete
and the affected valve has been tested to prove operability.

EVENT DATE AND TIME:

January 28, 1992, at 1930 hours.

REPORT DATE:

February 28, 1992

This report was initiatC by Off-Normal Occurrence Report 92-006.

CONDITIONS PRIOR TO EVENT:

Mode 1, 100% reactor power

DESCRIPTION OF EVENT:

Containment isolation valve XVA-9312B was declared inoperable on January 27, 1992,
at 0400 hours, when it did not appear to close during a quarterly slave relay
surveillance test. This valve is located in the sample line return for Radiation
Monitor RM-A2, which provides measurement of the airborne activity (Particulate,
Iodine, Gas) inside the Reactor Building.

During normal plant operation, RM-A2 is one of the instruments used to monitor for
primary coolant system leakage as addressed in Technical Specification 3.4.6.2,
" Operational Leakage." When this monitor is rendered inoperable through either
equipment failure or isolation of the sample lines, plant personnel must obtain a
grab sample of the Reactor Building atmosphere at least once per 12 hours until RM-
A2 is returned to operable status.

!
,

7 4. - ...

. _ _ _ _ _- _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _____ __ ___________ __-_______ __ - _______ _ - _-__ -_



_ . _ _ . . _

'
,

, 41C ,e@ Atee V , 4WC. . At 6, CeV4 & f 0h v (puut&&i(sh
*

tlCENSEE EVENT REPORT (LERI TEXT CONTINUATION ."am ec oue o wm
. . . .. i n i ,,

,wei, m, m u . , v.. . . ,, , ,,,,V,,,,, ...4,

|" W ." t'a'.it"aa

Virgil C. Sunmr Nuc1 car Station o is I o l o Io 13 | 915 42 01012 01 0 013 o' 0|3- -

m .-. . , . < w w .o

When Operations and Health Physics personnel evaluated the method of obtaining the
sample, there were concerns over connecting the sampler to the operable sample line
and releasing the Reactor Building atmosphere to the Penetration Room where RM-A2
is located. To prevent the Penetration Room from becoming an airborne contaminated
area, the sampler was connacted to both supply and return lines for RM-A2, and
Operations personnel cler. red the tagout so that XVA-93128 could be temporarily
(less than I hour) opened for sampling. The surveillance was performed in this
manner on January 27. at 1512 hours, and again on January 28, at 0250 and 1445
hours, before an oncoming Operations shift determined that the action was in
conflict with the intent of lechnical Specifications and plant procedural
requirements for inoperable equipment.

[A_USE Of fV M l:

This event resalted from personnel error. During n' cou dination of the Reactor
Building atmospnere surveillance, Operations ,... lonnel failed to recognize that the
temporary restorction of the inoperable valve would be in conflict with the intent
of Technical Specifications and plant procedures. Temporary restorations of this
nature are only allowed for troubleshooting, maintenance, and surveillance testing
to prove operability.

ANAQ H E Of fV Ml_:

Plant safety was not compromised by the temporary opening of XVA-93128. During the '

surveillance of the Reactor Euilding atmosphere, Opetations personnel performing
the realignment were standing by and prepared to close the valve in the event of a
Containment Phase A lsolation.

JMMfDIATE CORRECTIVE AC110NS:

Operations and Health Physics personnel discontinued the use of the sample line
return for subsequent surveillances of the Reactor Building atmosphere. Samples
taken through february 7, 1992, were obtained from tF9 supply line and discharged
into the Penetration Room. During this period the .uom was roperly posted as an
airborne contaminated area in accordance with plant procedures.

Maintenance investigation into the failure of XVA-93128 to fully close found a
limit switch positioner to be pivoting on the valve stem. The improper function of
this limit switch was causing position indication problems; however, the valve
function was not impaired. The positioner was repaired and the valve returned to
operable status at 0200 hours on february 8, 1992.

ADDITIONAL CORRECTIVE ACTIONS:

Operations shif t personnel will receive additional training by Ny 1,1992, on the
guidelines for temporary restoration of equipment as contained in Station
Administrative Procedure (SAP) 205, Etatus Control and Removal and Restoration.

PRIOR OCCURR[!{QS:

None.
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