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is ccxside ably less than sterlizg.' Several coints e5e c' f ediiides.ble i .. .cesec:a to te:
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c t 1utcats f
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for De::=issioning found in Title 10, Part 50 ef the C /e of Federal ?.sgu- .
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laticas (10 CT?. 50). Also: F
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;ccie- 'c. 50-146
:

Mr. Ernest Fuller
' '

RD
Six Mile Run, Pennsylvania 16679 -'. '.-

-

'

Dear Mr. Fuller:

This is in response to your *1etter dated March 28,1983. expressing your
concern regarding the Saxton Nuclear Engineering Corporation (SNEC) reactor
facility.

Since its shutdown, the SNEC facility has been maintained in a safe storage,
mothballed mode consistent with our decommissioning regulations in 10 CFR
50.EE anc Regulatory Guide 1.86, " Termination of Operating Licenses for ' '"

-

Nuclear Reactors." We have not received any recent. correspondence from the
SNEC with respect to dissantling the.SNEC facility. However, a recent -
conversation with a representative of SNEC indicates that they -have completed
a stucy of dismantiing costs and that they plan to request authorization to
dismantle the Saxton f acilitj durine the latter 1950's.

.

' Pricr tc. dismantling a reactor f acility, a licensee must submit a dismantling
.;iar. tc us and cotain ' cur approval. We will review this pian to determine

nat acceptable procedures are incorporated to pro ect the health and safety .

of tne public and the environment.
.

One issue of importance to us in our review is that the dismantling.be
accorolished in such a manner that potential releases of radioactivity
wili os acequately controllet. Reactor dismantling generally involves
ciscantling of the radioactive structures inside the reacter containment
buildine prior to removal of'the building itself. The containment
building provides a principal barrier that prevents the transport of
any radioactive dJst into the environment that may be produced when
removing the various internal reactor systems or shieldi,ng. The SNEC -

represer.tative incicatec that they plan to dismantle the Saxten f acility
in the manner discussed above. In any event, we wili' recuire adequate -

| centroi of r'adioactivity during any dismantling operation, in accordance
! with car mandate under the Atomic Enercy Act of 1954, uas amended, t'o '

' protect the h.ealth and safety of the public. .
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a re rer.;i re; e tr.c ;c et. c: :. etsral :.cguicticns (lu 0F'. 20.52) to hsiiso.e -

a * Notice of .;repcsec Issuance of Orcer Authorizing Distaantling of facility"
in the Feceral Register at least 30 days before authori:ing any reactor
ci s. .a ntli n g. That notice will specifically ciscuss anc provice fer the

.cppertunity for rembers of the public to enter into the proceedings. Other -

me-ters of your cc:munity have also sxpressed concern about;the ccmpletion -

, ..

cf ciscantlement of 'the SNEC facility, anc we will ada your name to the list'
*

.

to be sent a copy of any such notice in the event' S!EC does request an
authorization as ciscussed above.

.

Sincerely,
.

0:i.* e! % ed k7
*

H. R. Der. ten

Harold R. Denton, Director- "
.

Dffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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