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Due to existing nitrogen systen leakace, the £.1. Accumulators
were beiig filled at intervals of twice per shift. It was during
a rcutine nitrogen fill that on February 18, 1984, at 2205 hours
while cperating at approximately 98% power, the Contrcl EKocm
Operator noticed accumulator pressure, instead of increasing
and clearing the low pressure alarm, had in fact decreased to
below the Technical Specificaticn limit. The "E" £.1. Accunulator
was declared inoperable and within the next hour a unit shutdown
was conmenced as recuired by plant Technical Specificaticn.
At @015 hours on February 19, 1984, the "A" €.1. Accunulator
was also declared inoperable. An unusual event was declared
at 0020 hours. The Control EKkcon perscnnel attenpted to makeup
nitrogen to both accumulators but instead of pressure increasing,
the pressure kept decreasing. Verification of valve lineugs
were performec¢ in the Auxiliary Building and found nc indication
of a precklen. ESubseguent ccontainnent entry revealed HCV=-945
(in the closed pcsition) to be leaking nitrogen by the seat.
A manual valve downstream was closed and cap installed thus
terminating the nitrogen pressure loss from accunulators. The
accumulators were declared within Technical Specification pressure
requirenents, load reduction terminated at €425 hours and unusual
event terminated at 043¢ hours on February 19, 1984.
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Due to existing nitrogen systen leakace, (relief valve E3€A
en "A" S§.1. Accumulator) the £.1. Accumulators were being filled
at intervals of twice per shift. It was during a routine nitrogen
fill that on February 18, 1984 at 2205 hours while operating
at apprcximately ©8% pcwer, the Ccntrol Ekcorn Cperator ncoticed
accunulator pressure instead of incre¢ .nc and clearing the
locw pressure alarn had in fact decreasec to belcw Technical
Specificaticn linit. The line-up &nd all valves relative tco
naking up nitrogen to the accunulatcrs cutside the containment
were checked and no prcoblems found. The "E" S.1. Accumulator
was cCeclared incperable due tc low pressure, thus entering a
Technical Specificaticon limiting ccndition for operaticn that
reqguires to ccrrect the problem or within cne hour start shutting
down and be in hot shutdown in € hours and less than 35¢“F Tavg. in
an additional 6 hours. The unit shutdown connenced at 2306€
hours.

On Fekruary 19, 1984, at €@15 hours, the "A" S.1. Accunulatcr
pressure cropped belcw the Technical Efpecificaticn setpcocint
and was also declared incperable. At €620 hours, an Unusual
Event was declared. Fersonnel entering containnent between
©0@1 hcurs and 0032 hours could nct find the lesk. The pressure
drop on the accunulators at this time had either stoppecd or
had slowed, both accunulators were between €650 and €75 psic.

A second containment entry was then made at about £€33€ hcours.
At this tine, the accumulators vent, HCV-945 was foundé tc ke
leaking through. Manual Isclation Valve 945A was closed and
a cap placed on the end cf this line, this terminated the nitrccen
leak.

At £425 houre, both accumulatcres were charged tc greater than
the Technical Specification required pressure and were cdeclared
operable and the load reducticn terminated. At 043¢ hours the
unusual event was terminated and power increase tc 98% conmenced.

Eoth accunulators lost nitrccen while charcing because the Charcing
Vent Valve (834E, "E" S£.1. Accunulator) was held in the open
poeition because c¢f apparent btinding. If it hac failed in the
clcsed position, makeup to the "E" S§.1. Accumulatcr woculd not
be possible. Wwith this valve open and when the Locp "E" Accunulator
is charced both accunulators are tied tcgether. This is the
reascn that when HCV-945 started leaking through, the Loop "A"
Accunulator was the first to be cut of specificaticn and subsequently
the Lcop "B" Accunulator, as nitrogen make-up was started.
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(CONTINUED)

Subsequent investicaticn revealed that the reason ECV-945 started
leaking is that the current tc pressure transducer that converts
controcller signal to an air signal for the valve positioner

portion of the unit.

will be reviewed for similar valves.

The corrective action included cleaning and calibrating
transducer and the valve positioner, replacement of 1/FP transducer
airset (including filters). The preventative maintenance schedule

was found out of calibration. The output had shifted hich enough
to start orening the valve with the contrcller set at the full
closed position. The cause for the shift was dirt in the pneumatic
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ROCHESTER GAS AND ELECTRIC CORPORATION « 89 EAST AVENUE, ROCHESTER, N.Y. 14645-0001

ROGER W KOBER
VICE PRUESIDENT
ELECTRIC & STEAM PRODUCTION

March 19, 1984

Lr. Thomas E. Murley, Regional Administrator
U.S. Nuclear FRegulatory Conmissicn

keginn 1

631 Park Avenue

King of Pruseia, Pennsylvania 19466

Subject: LER 84-0P1, Incperuble Safety Injection Accumulators

R. E. Ginna Nuclear Fower Flant, Unit No. 1
Locket No. 50-244

Dear Dr. Murley:

In accordance with 1€ CFR 5€.73, Licensee Event Repcrt
System item (2)(a)(v), "any event cor conditicn that alone could
have prevented the fullfillnent of the safety funciicn of structures
or systems that are needed tc:

(a) Shutdown the reactor and maintain it in a safe shutdown
condition;

() ERencve residual heat:
(c) Contrcl the release of racicactive material;
(d) Mitigate the ccnsequences of an accident;"

the attached Licensee Event Repcrt LER £4-00]1 is hereby submitted.

Attachnent @'
xc: Document Control Lesk (1) fZ;L



