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A high radiation alarm was actuated which caused a containment ventilation isolation
Investigation revealed that following the removal of the primary
side manway cover of a steam generator, a small amount of airborne radiation

An increase in the radiation level in lower containment was expected during
No personnel were contaminated and no significant airborne radiation
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This LER involves two separate incidents. The first containment ventilation isolati
(CVI) occurred at 0600C on 02/27/84 while unit 1 was in uode 5 (0% power, 180 psig,
105 degrees F) and was returned to service at 0624C on 02/27/84. The second CVI
occurred at 1332C on 02/27/84 while unit 1 was in mode 5 (0% power, 180 psig, 105
degrees F) and was returned to service at 1351C on 02/27/84. All associated equipme
and pevsonnel responded and performed as expected during the CVI. The operator
responded to the alarm (RM=90-130, -131) and determined that the alarm was caused by
a small quantity of airborme radiation which occurred during the performance of a
maintenance instruction to remove the primary side manway cover from the steam
generator. The alarm was cleared, and the radiation monitor was reset. No personne
were contaminated, and no other unusual radiation was detected.

In the first incident, the ma. vay cover from steam generator number two was removed,
and in the second incident, the manway cover from steam generator number three was
removed. The maintenance instruction for the manway cover removal includes require-
ments for the gases from the steam generator to go *hrough a HEPA filtering system

filtered as required, but the HEPA filter will not stop noble gases from escaping.
release was expected and personnel were protected. During future performances of
this activity, the setpoint of the radiation monitor will be temporarily revised
upward to allow for expected increases in radiation.

There was no effect on public health or sarety, and no plant safety margins wsere
exceeded,

Previous occurrences - SQRO-50-327/84001; SQRU-50-327/84003; SQRO-50-227/84009; and
SQRO-50-327/84012.

before being released into the containment building vent duct. The exhaust gases were
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> TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY
Sequovah Nuclear Plant
Post Office Box 2000
Scddy Daisy, Tennessee 37379

March 27, 1984

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

Gentlemen:

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY - SEQUOYAH NUCLEAR PLANT UNIT 1 - DOCKET NO.
50-327 - FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE DPR-77 - REPORTABLE OCCURRENCE REPORT
SQRO-5C-327/84017

The enclosed licensee event report provides details concerning the
containment building ventilation isolation following removal of the
primary side manway from a steam generator. This event jis reported in
accordance with 10 CFR 50.73, paragraph a.2.iv.

Very truly yours,

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY
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C. C. Mason

Power Plant Superintendent

Enclosure
cc (Enclosure):

James P. 0'Reilly, Director

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Suite 2900

10! Marietta Street, NW

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Records Center

Institute of Nuclear Power Operations
Suite 1500

1100 Circle 75 Parkway

Atlanta, Georgia 30339

NRC Inspector, NUC PR, Sequoyah
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