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REs SECY 83-500 (STAFF PROPOSAL TO ELIMINATE SABOTAGE PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS
FOR RESEARCH REACTORS) and OIA INVESTIGATION

Dear Commissionerss:

We write to regquest that your review of SECY 83-500, a Staff
proposal to adolish long-standing sabotage protection requirements at
research reactors, await completion of the investigations by the Office of
Inspector and Auditor, the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board, and CBEG
into whether the Staff has made "substantial misrepresentations”™ about
sabotage protection requirements at such reactors, It is expected that these
investigations will be completed within the next few weeks,

We further request that when--or if--you decide to take up
SECY £3-500, you do not do so merely on a notation vote tasis but consider
it in more depths. The proposal to eliminate sabotage protection requirements
for non-power reactors is not a minor, non-substantive "clarification® as
claimed by Staff, but would have major ramifications nationwide--even if only
zublished for comment and later repudiated,

Were the Commission to do what the Staff is quietly requesting--
publish in the Federal Register a public notification that amounts to
repudiating its Licensing Board's current rulings on sabotage protection
requirements, its Appeal Board's decision a decade ago in the Columbia case,
10 CFR 73.40(a) of its own regulations, as well as its own annual reports to
Congress-~it would amount to a public announcement that these reactors are
totally unprotected from sabotage, an open invitation to terrorists.

We request therefore that, if and when you take up the Staff
proposal, we be permitted to make a presentation dealing with its substance.
We have a generic interest in the protection of research reactors nationally,
as well as particular interest in the ASLB decisions the Staff is trying to
overturn in the guise of rulemaking, We would provide a technical report
detailing the doses to the pubtlic were a research reactor successfully sabotaged
as well as the relative ease by which saboteurs could accomplish such darage
if sufficient security precautions were not in place,

Enclosed please find, if you have not seen it already, the
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board's Memorandum and Order of February 24, 1984,
detailing allegations of potential Staff miscenduct regarding representations
about sabotage protection requirements contained in SECY 83-500 and other
Staff statements. Please find enclosed alsc a March 16 letter from Staff Counsel
indicating that the OIA investigator had shown her documents which are in
“clear conflict” with previous Staff representations about sabotage requirements
at non-power reactcrs. As these representations, now called into question,
form the basis for SECY 83-500, it would be imprudent to act upon it until
the matter is resolved. ’3(\(\")
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Azain, please awalt the outcome of these investigations before
acting on SECY 83-500, and when or if you do take the matter up, please do so
with considerable scrutiny. We hope you found the CEG presentation last January
on the HEU conversion issue useful, and request that we be permitted to make
such a presentation on this sabotage protection matter when it is considered.
Early notification of scheduling would be appreciated.
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Rn&o‘tfully guh@j.zci :
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Daniel Hirsch
President

enclosures as stated

cc w/ enclosures Secretary Chilk
Congressman Udall
Congressman Ottinger
Congressman Markey
Congressman Dingell

w/o enclosure: 50-142 service list



