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Jut CATION FOR INTERIM OPERATION
EX-CORE NEUTRON FLUX DETECTORS

Safety Function

The required design function of the ex-core neutron flux detectors is
to scram the reactor in the event of power transients. There are
four channels of ex-core detectors providing inpuic to the Reactor
Protection System for this purpose.

Status

All four channels of the detectors are currently qualified for 10
minutes post-LOCA in order to provide adequate margin for scramming

the reactor. However, in order to meet Regulatory Guide 1.97 Rev. 2
post-accident monitoring requirements, neutron flux monitoring channels
C and D are being upgraded to withstand the long-term post-LOCA environ-
ment. Although this upgraded equipment will be installed prior to

fuel load, the long-term qualification test has not yet been completed.
The equipment nas thus far success{ully undergone 125 days of qualifica-
tion testing and is now in the cool-down portion of the test.

Justification

LP&L feels that adequate justification for interim operation is
provided by:

o The existing detectors (channels A and B) have already
been qualified for 10 minutes post-LOCA in order to
perform their primary safety function, i.e., scramming
the reactor.

o The new detectors (channels C and D) have already
successfully completed the critical portions of
the qualification test (the first 125 days), and
have therefore been demonsirated as qualified for
at least some years of operation.

Schedule

we are confident that the confir~wtory matters of completing the test
and compiling and reviewing the tas. report can be completed prior to
commercial operation. We will inform you if there are any changes to
this echedule.



