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August 7, 1995
ST-HL-AE-5133
File No.: G26
10CFR50 -

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attention: Document Control Desk
Washingten, DC 20555

South Tesas Project Unit 2
Docket No. STN 50-499

Chance of a Commitment Made to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Houston Lighting & Power (HL&P) submits this letter to inform the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission of a change to a commitment made in Inspection Report 95-10
regarding bi-weekly pull tests on turbine driven auxiliary feedwater pumps. This commitment
was made verbally to Ms. Linda J. Smith during her special inspection in April 1995,
regarding a South Texas Project turbine driven auxiliary feedwater pump overspeed event.

On June 26,1995, a telephone conference call was held with Ms. Linda J. Smith and
Houston Lighting & Power regarding our desire to discontinue the performance of the bi-
weekly pull tests. It was explained to Ms. Smith that the pull tests have proven not to
provide meaningful trends based upon the following:

On April 25,1995, at 0332 the Unit 2 Turbine Driven Auxiliary Feedwater Pump 24*

tripped on overspeed due to governor valve stem binding. This was five days after a
successful pull test that did not indicate valve stem binding or an adverse trend. -

Subsequent to the April 25th overspeed occurrence, Inconel stems were installed in*

Unit I and Unit 2. Pull tests have since been performed for two and one-half months ,

on Unit 1 and two months on Unit 2.

Unit 2 pull test results indicated an apparent adverse trend. The apparent adverse*

trend led to the decision to disassemble and inspect the Unit 2 governor valve for
corrosion and excessive wear. Upon disassembly, no corrosion or excessive wear was ,

found. All carbon spacer packing rings were intact and secure. This disassembly
resulted in unnecessary intrusive maintenance and equipment downtime.
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Upon completion of the discussion, Ms. Smith agreed the tests could be discontinued. |

Based on the above, the South Texas Project discontinued the biweekly pull tests on
June 26,1995. ,

-If you should have any questions on this matter, please contact Mr. S. M. Head at )
(512) 972-7136 or me at (512) 972-8787. ,
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: Leonard J. Callan Rufus S. Scott '

Regional Administrator, Region IV- Associate General Counsel
,

: U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Houston Lighting & Power Company
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400 ' P. O. Box 61067

. Arlington, TX. < 76011-8064 Houston,'TX 77208.
-(

~

Thomas W. Alexion - Institute of Nuclear Power
^

: Project Manager Operations - Records Center -
' . U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 700 Galleria Parkway? '

. Washington, DC 20555-0001.13H15 Atlanta, GA 30339-5957 H

H, ;

- David P. Loveless Dr. Joseph M. Hendrie . |
Sr. Resident' Inspector 50 Bellport Lane ,

c/o U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Comm. Bellport, NY' 11713 - .l
P. O. Box 910
Bay . City, TX 77404-0910 Richard A. Ratliff >

Bureau of Radiation Control L'

J. R. Newman, Esquire Texas Department of Health
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius 1100 West 49th Street
1800 M Street, N.W. Austin, TX 178756-3189 '|1

^

Washington, DC 20036-5869
.

RU. S. Nuclear Regulatory Comm.
K. J. Fiedler/M. T. Hardt Attn: Document Control Desk -
City Public Service Washington, D. C. 20555-0001
P. O. Box 1771
San Antonio, TX 78296 I

' J. C. Lanier/M. B. Lee J. R. Egan, Esquire
City of Austin ~ Egan & Associates, P.C. d
Electric Utility Department 2300 N Street, N.W, I

721 Barton Springs Road Washington, D.C.- 20037.- |
' Austin, TX 78704

1

C. A. Johnson 1

: Central Power and Light Company )
' P. O. Box 289, Mail Code: N5012 !

'

* :Wadsworth, TX 77483
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