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October 25, 1991
JAFP-91-0691

United States liuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Mail Station F1-137
Washington, D.C. 20555

SUBJECT: DOCKET llD. 50-333
LICENSEE EVEllT REPORT: 91-020-00

Dear Sir:

This report is submitted in accordance with 10 CFR 50.73 (a) (2) (i) (B) .

Questions concerning this report may be addressed to
Mr. R. Alan lleath at (315) 349-6349.

Very truly yours,

.-

// LA._.-
RADF RD J. CO!1 VERSE
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Enclosure

cc: US!1RC, Region I
USliRC Resident Inspector
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f On 09/2'J/91 at 0100 hours fire door 76FDR-RW-272-16 in the Appendix R
barrier between the turbine building (NM) and radwante building (14E)
was found with the latch mechanism taped thus preventing latching of
the door. A firewatch was posted. The latch was taped as a personnel
safety concern when it was found that the latch was inoperative. A
firewatch was posted and the door was repaired and tested. The cause

. ,

f(of this event was human error,
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Descrinti2D

The plant was operating at 100% power on September 25, 1991. At
0100 hours fire door 76FDR-RW-272-16 in the Appendix R barrier between
the turbine building (NM) and the radwaste building [llE) was found
with the latch taped over making the fire door inoperative. The door
latching mechanism was restricted such that, if cloned, the latch bolt
would not release to secure the door. A firewatch was established at
0120 hours on September 25, 1991. Door repair was undertaken and
completed by 1600 hours on September 25, 1993.

_CAltGA

On August 19, 1991 a work request was written indicating that the door
latch mechanism on fire door 76FDR-RW-272-16 was hard to operate. The
review of the work request did not include a review of operability
since the latch stuck when the door closed, an acceptable position to
maintain thu fire barrier. On September 24, 1991 a new work request
was written stating the latch mechanism was broken and the door could
not ba opened. The originator of the work requent of
September 24, 1991 was able to release the latch with a pocket knife.
An operator released the latch and taped the latch mechanism. lie did
not inform anyone of his actions assuming that for personnel safety
concerns personnel should be able to move through this opening.
Personnel exiting the radwaste building (NE) must pass through this
door to access the turbine building (NM). Exits from the restricted
area are from the turbine building to the administration building or
thc turbine building to the screenwell.

The cause of this event is human error, cause Codo (A).

Analymig

This event is reportable per the provisions of 10 CFR
50.73 (a) (2) (1) (B) , Technical Specifications, Section 3.12.F.1.b,
requires that if a fire barrier is found inoperable, a continuous fire
watch be established on one aide of the barrier. The tape over the
latch bolt mechanism caused fire door 76FDR-RW-272-16 to be
inoperative. The door was held in a closed position by the closure
mechanism, the opening was closed but not fully operational. There
are limited combustibles on either side of this opening.
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RgIrtg_tlye_Actiona

Immediate corrective action: A fire watch wan established on one side
of firo door 76FDR-RW-272-16 and maintained until the door wan
repaired by the installation of a teraporary modification and
operability of the door was verified.

Long-term corrective action: More emphasin will be placed on
atroosing the importance of functional fire barriera in General
Employee Training. A new replacement door has been ordered and is
expected within two (2) months.

In addition, a memorandum to plant r,taff was innued informing them of
the issue and the importance of maintaining fire doors in an operable
condition.

Addit.LQ(bil IrforD1 tion

There have not becu any other LERa at this facility in which personnel
intenticnaily disabled (made inoperable) a fire door latch in the
belief that disabling the latch was necessary for personnel cafety
(emergency egress) purponen.

The fo]1owing LERs deal with fire doors disabled in the open position:
P1-002, 91-003, 91-008, 91-012, and 91-017.
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