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Mr. Dennis Rathbun

Director of Congressional Relations
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
11555 Rockville Pike

Rockville, Maryland 20852

Dear Mr. Rathbun

As the Congressional Representative from the 4th District of North Carolina, encompassing
Chatham, Orange, and Wake counties, I am concerned about the health, safety, and economic well
being of the citizens of my district and the rest of North Carolina.

In order to educate myself and my staff on the pertinent issues I would like your office to
provide my office information relevant to the following two items

I. Overrule of state safety standards. The Raleigh News & Ubserver, on December
23, 1994 published a story describing a "...proposal before the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission would allow the NRC to overrule state safety standards that are stricter
than federal rules..." Please forward to me the details of this proposal and its current

Status

2. Spent Fuel Rods. These rods are currently being stored in pools on site at existing
reactor sites. Please forward to my office information about which reactor sites nave

pools and how much radioactive material is stored at each site. In particular, include

where each reactor's spent fuel rods are currently being stored, and the storage plan
} . & LA

for spent fuel rods generated in the future

I'hank you for your cooperation in this matter. I look forward to working with you in the

future to help protect all Amernicans

Sincerely,

Fred Heineman, M.C
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summary: ‘lo speed up digposal prolercrp, rhe Nuclear Regulalury Commission S
is considering overruling safety stardards and turning control 7 i
over ro private owners. 0?' .

1
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Text :

As North Carolifa rrudges forward wirh a proposed nucledt 'l/ k( ['
waste site in Wakc County, fcderal otticiale are changing their ke [/intv‘”“

prifcies on how srates can coulrol and rsgulale sulh

repopitorico., /N( *[ o
Oue prupusal belute Lhe Nuclear Regulatory Commission would | ﬂ- ! E
allow the NRC to overrule srate safety standards that are J
stricter than federal rules on low-level radicactive wastc. XD o Ldy
Another would allow private conpauies Lo assume full ~ /
ownership of such waete facilitice. Currcatly, otaton are ' 1
regquired to own low-level radioac! ‘v waste landfills for the ’ .’) [/’
centuries it takcs wastc to decay. Y
Falerwl of Tic'ali way they are interested in removing y ) -
barricrc that mignt plock waste disposal projects nationwide. pn ﬁn’
But in North Carolina, the proposed policy changes have alarmea ) ”1/)[ C
citizen groups monitering studies of the Wake site, about 20 AN AS T
miles aour.hve:c of uidgh' o o
State regulators aleo are worried. Dayue Rreown, |l radiation 7 AP
officer who has final oay on the Wake oite, caye the NRC'e p.aneg /297”;?1”‘7’%
could pesuldl o federal "micro-managamsnt® of the wasce project, At

adding to current licensing de.ays. / /
Ri. worsl, ha said, the NRC rules could result in the federal [l &=

overnmant overturning lecitimate safety rules set by North
gurolim. Y fa#ﬂt

he tederal action comes ae nuclear power planrg, irduarrieas
and research institutions face a disposal crunch for thcir

low-level radiocartive wagte, TInder a law Comgreas passrd in

1505, states were supposcd to build rcgional waotc repocitoriee

hy 19931, Than rhe dare was sSet. back 1.0 1996,

Now, becauoce of public oppoeciticon and environmgntal concerns,
I appears Lhal o uew wanle tepus.lozies will be opan before
1998, with Calitornia and North Carolina leading the pack.

The North Carclina facility., which is slated to taxe 11
million cubic teet Of low-level waste from eight southeaster
states, faces concerus about faulte and fractures under the Walc
Site. AF & result, a state authority develeping the project
doesn't expect a license decision from Drown's officc until
1996 .

EBven then, the angwer could be *no.*

Sreve Saloman, a Nuclear Regulatozy Commlesion physlcelsl in
Wachington, eaid the NRC became concernec a tow yeare ago when
Illinois. a host state for a low-level waste disposal site,
pasped strict limite on the amount of radiation that rould he
released from a repository., Illincis' exposure limite wcrc 25
rimes more stringent than whar the NRC rennmmends.

"*There has been a conccyn that some stateo have boen going



EL: ay UsS 95
wgrhoarAd v @atd Caleman, who works it e NRC's office of s-ate
proaramy in Waochiugton. North Carolina's expcaure limits azre the
game A the NRC's. bur 1tae regularions d.fler ‘u olLLe: areas.
North Carolina, for cxamplc, reguirec that & license applicant
const ruct barrlery Lo Loulalin Lle waste within the dispceal
eite. The federal rules have no suta regquirement

Io Lhe last year, the NRC has prepared a "draft guidance
policy” to eneure that grate rajqulations are ~omparinle wirh
federal rules. States found to have "incompatible® rulca could
1082 their authority rn aer and enfarce regulations on Qispuszal
sites.

Rverrs if the NRC Liuds Nozth Catulliua's sTatlCes Lo Le
compatible, waote eite opponente tear the rule change could hurt
Lhe slale's legal standing if a waste site were rejected.

"Once these ru.ee are in writing, lavyers for the Southeast
Compact or waste generators cou.d use them to challenge North
Larclina's laws, " said mary MacDowell, a “harham County employasa
who is reviewing the waste site.

Buvironmental groups alan ahjscr ro an NRC rule change 1hat.
would allow private companico to own low-level radicaciive waste
Rires. Tn nearly 411 srtates, lucludiug Noedll Cazollina, private
companice euch ae Chem--Nuclear systemg .nc. Can operate
low-level wasle fepos.lusics, but cannot own the property in
perpetuity.

Critvice say the NRC ;ule chavge would undermine the public's
Ability to ensure that disposal swilew aze monilored for Tsaks
over several centuries.

T oam Vighly dowhii ful I hal. any of the compavies planoing to
build theoe waote landfillo will bo around in 100 years, " eaid
Car! Rupert, a resasarcher for the N.C. Clean Water Pund, an
environmental group.

FriWaste site update

Chem- -Nuclear systems wants to conduct more etudies of a
proposed site for the Southeast's low level radicactive waste.

Southeast Compact Cosmission wil) dec!de 4l 4 Tae 13 nweml iy
whetheor to qrant §12 million for additional studies.

NutcTwar Regulatory Comnissicn I8 conk dexring rule changes to

epeed up euch dispoeal projects.
FNna Taxr st sttt sttt d dd a2 s ndoanddhetndtddanddbnd

Date. 19941223
Iearmonth: Y41z
Lengtlh : .2 3

Slug: WASTE
Acccas: 139435€002




