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Mr. Joha F. O'leary, Director
Directorate of Licensing
Office of Regulation

U.8. Atomic knergy Commission
Washington, DC 20545

Dear Mr. O'Leary:
TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHCRITY - BROWNS FERRY NUCLE/R PLANT UNIT 1 -

DOCKET NO. 50-259 - FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE DFR-33 - ABHORMAL
OCCURRENCE REPORT EFAQ-T312W

The purpose of this report is to provide detalls coacerning the
failure of Erowns Ferry unit 1 reactor building to suppression
chawber vacuwn brezkers to operate. This gccurrence was reported
on September 12, 1973, to W. S. Little, AEC-DRO iaspector, who was
on site, and by telegram on September 12, 1973, to the Region II
Directerate of Regulatory Cperecticas ia Atlanta, Georgla.

Description of the Incident

During reactor coc.down on September 12, 1973, the drywell precsure
decrecased to less than atzospneric. At sbout 4:00 a.m. on this dete
the operstor noticed the drywell pPressure epproaching 0.5 inches Ex0.
It continued to decresse to -0.6 inches H.O at which time the operator
manually opened the reactor tuilding to suppression chember vecuum
breckers, The vacuum breskers should have opened automatically at
=0.5 incues Hy0 2s sensed by PAIS-64-20 and PAIS-64-21 but failed to
do so.

Investipation and Corrective Action

PAIS-64-20 and PAIS-64-21 sense the difference in pressure betyeen the
reactor building end supprecsion chamber end initiate logic ecircuitry
to open the vacuum breskers when the suppression chaamber is > 0.5
inches Ho0 lower than the reactor building.
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