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January 31, 1975

Geneoral Offices 212 West Micrugan Avénue Jackgon Michigan 4920

Re: Docket 50-255

Division of Reactor Licensing License DPR-20
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission Palisades Plant
Washington, DC 20545 AO-T5-1
Gentlemen:

The first abnormal occurrence report for 1975 is attached
and covers a containment penetration local leak rate test.

Yours very truly,
Ralph B. Sewell (Signed)

WGF /map Ralph B. Sewell
Nuclear Licensing Administrator
CC: JGKeppler,
USNRC
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ABNORMAL OCCURRENCE
Palisades Plant - 50-255

l. Report Number: AO-T75-1
2a. Report Date: January 31, 1975

2b. Occurrence Date: December 6, 19Tk (Classified as an AO on January 20,
1975)

3. Facility: Palisades Plant, Covert, Michigan

L. Identification of Occurrence: lowable local leak rate exceeded on
purge air supply valve (CV-1808))during test on December 6, 1974 and
inadequacies in associated procedures.

5. Conditions Prior to Occurrence: Plant in cold shutdown.

6. Description of Occurrence: During a local leak rate test of Control
Valve 1808, the operator measured a leak rate of 3 psi/minute around
the packing and noted it at the bottom of the test data sheet. The
leak was corrected by the operator and retested using the same data
sheet. Upon completion of the test, a Test Engineer used the final
(retest) results, which were acceptable, and did not observe the
operator's note indicating the before-maintenance leakage.

On January 20, 1975, the Test Engineer received the test data and
observed the before-maintenance note. A resultant calculation showed
the leak rate to be unacceptable.

7. Designation of Apparent Cause of Occurrence: Lack of sufficient
lubricant aggravated by unusual service condition.

8. Analysis of Occurrence: The Test Engineer, upon reviewing the tests
on January 20, 1975, discovered the operator's note and recalculated
the leak rate. The new calculation yielded a before-maintenance leak
rate of 283,421 cc/minute which exceeded the leak rate limit. The
after-maintenance data resulted in a leak rate of 509 cc/minute after
the packing was greased and reinstalled.

9. Corrective Action: The following corrective action has or is being
taken:

a. The packing was properly greased and the leakage reduced to
an acceptable level.

b. The Local Leak Rate Testing Proccdure will be modified to identify
"before-maintenance” and "after-maintenance" leak rate data.
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ABNORMAL OCCURRENCE

Palisades Plant - 50-255 (Contd)

9. Corrective Action: (Contd)

c. The Penetration Testing Procedure will contain a leak rate guide-
line to indicate whether or not the recorded data approaches or

exceeds a predetermined limit.

d. A preventative maintenance program has been established to deter-
mine an appropriate greasing schedule for valves susceptible to

this type of problem.
10. Failure Data:
a. No record of previous failures.

b. Equipment Identification: Continental Equipment Co
48" Butterfly Valve



