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LFCREEKW@ NUCLEAR OPERATING CORPORAT)ON
~

John A Dailey
vt. n w oeni
Ol*fahuht

July 18, 1991

NO 91-0187

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTN Doc tunent Control Desk
Mail Station F1-137
Washington, D. C. 20555

Subject: Docket No. 50-482: Licennee Event Report 91-010-00

Gentlemen:

The attached Licensee Event Report (LER) is being submitted pursuant to

10 CFR 50.73 (a) (2) (1) concerning a Technical Specification violation.

Very truly yours.

&; p~ ,

/
John A. Bailey
Vice President
Operations

JAB /acm

Attachment

cc L. L. Gundrum (NRC), w/a

A. T. Howell (NRC), w/a
R. D. Martin (NRC), w/a

D. V. Pickett (NRC), w/a
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On June 18, 1991, it ma detonninod that the autor hatch to the contalment
mergency escapo air lock had boon oponod and closed on May 9,1991_urder a
Security Systun Work Roquest (SSWR), 'Iho requind mergency escapo air lock
seal test was not perforned following closum contrary to 'Ibchnical
Specification 3.6.1.3 which requims, in Inrt, dmonstration of containmont
air lock operability within 72 hours following mch closing. Following
discovery, the mquirrd megency escapo air lock seal test ws perfonwd
satisfactorily.

'Iho root cause of this event ws the lack of administrativo contmla
involving the use of SSWRs. Signs havu boon placed on the containnnnt
magency escapo air lock infonning personnel that air lock seal tests am
nxjuired af ter each closing. Mao, the pmcodum governing the . issuance of
SSWRs will in enhanced w onsure that appropriate mviews am conductcd
befom troubleshooting associated with the security systm am allown to
prococxt.
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On Juno 18, 1991, it was detonnined that the autor hatch to the containnont !

m ergency escape air lock had been opened and closed without subsequent .

perfonmnce of the required mergoncy escape air loy soal test. Failutu to
perfonn this test is in violation of 'Ibchnical Specification 3.6.1.3 which
ruquires, in part, dmonstration of containnent air lock operability within
72 hours following each closing. %erefore, this event is being reported
pursuant to 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(1) as a condition prohibited by the plant's
Technical Specifications.

*

DPSCRIPMCW CF Wlff1'

Cn May 9,1991, at approxistely 0845 CDT, a floalth Physics 'Ibchnician,
' checked out the locked High Radiation Arua key frun Socurity for the '

'containnent mergency escape air lock vestibule [Figutu 1) and subsequontly
notiflod the Control Rcon (no Control Rocm is also notiflod by Socurity
whenever a High Radiation Atua key is checked out and returned to
Security). W e key was used to allow Electrical Maintenance personnel,

I while working under a Security Systm Work Roquest (SSWR), to troubleshoot a,

continuous alann on Security Door 22021. Previous troubleshooting had *

narro wd the probl e to cables within the m ntgency escapo air lock
vestibule. %ese cables are routed through the mergency escape air lock

:

and pzuvide intrusion alarms on security doors. Electrical Maintenance
perconnel, unable to diagnose the prob 1m outside the morgoney escape air
lock, entered the unlocked mergency escape air lock ftun-the vestibule at
approxinately 0910 CDT and determined that cables inside the air lock weru .

Laulted. 20 outer hatch was closed and the locked High Radiation Area was
exited and the key returned to Security. A_ plant work request was than
initiated to repair the faulted cables. '

Cn June 18, 1991, during work schedule develop 1ent discussions it was noted
that a leak rate test is required when an anrgency escapo air lock hatch is
opaned and closod. Results Engineering was contacted and confirntri to *

Electrical Maintenance that a leak rate test is required following an
mergency escape air lock entry. At 1345 CDr, the control Rom was notified
that Electrical Maintenance had entered and exited the air lock on May 9,
1991 without subsequent perfontance of a leak rate test. 'Ibchnical
Specification 3.6.1.3 was then entered for an inoperable containnent air
lock hatch.
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7beludcal Stocification 3.6.1.3 ITyuitus, in part, dwanstration of
canta11utent air lock oporabi.11ty within 72 hours follwing each closing.
With a containnent air lock tvitch increrablo, the cIurable air lock hatch
nust be nnintained closcd and tho inoperable air lock door nuot either in
restomi to operable statuu within 24 hours or tho operable air lock hatch
nust in locked closod. Otherwise, the unit nust bo placed in at least flot
Standby within the next 6 hours ard in Cold Shutdown within the folicwing 30
hours. Procedum STS PE-020, "Emrgency Escapo lock Seal 1bst", was
perfomad satisfactorily at 1448 CUT and 'ibchnical S cification 3.6.1.3 was
exited at that tine.

]IUP CNISE NO U1UtIUPIVE N7PICIN

1ho root cause of this event was the lack of administrative contruls
involving the use of SSWRs. 7ho SSWR did not provida a nochanimn for the
work activities to be docunnntcd or allw the Shif t Supervisor to rev1w the
SSWR follwing empletion. S3WRa are used to prinarily work on
nalfunctioning alarm systems associated with the security systm ard aru
kept safoguarded in the Security Duilding. 7hese work requests aru t.mitcd
as safeguanis infonintion and therefore a dif femnt adntinistrativo pmcess
is utilized.

in order to prevent mcunence of this situation, signs have boon placed on
the mergency escapo 1cck informing personnel that air lock soal tests are
required after each closing and that the Control Room is to be contactal.
Also, the procedure governing the issuance of SSWRs will be revised to
enhance the appmval and review ptreess. '1his mvision will pmvide a mxuts
for docunenting work activities under a SSWR for Power Block ocpdpient. It

will also require the Shif t Supervisor to authorize work under a SSWR for
Power Block equipient and to reviw the activity following empletion.
1hese administrative changes will be cmpleted by Septmber 1,1991.

&;3Pfl(NAL INIT10%TJM

While the Emergency Escape lock was considemi inoperable the unit was
operated in Mcde 1, Power Operation, frun 60 percent to 100 percent reactor
pomr. Although the outer hatch of the mergency escapo air lock was
opencd, the integrity of containment was naintained by the inner hatch,
which mrained closed throughout this event.

Licenseo Event Report 86-026-00 descriies a situation in v,hich nultiple
containment entries were nado during a planncd outage without. having the
containnent air lock seal test perfomd at the fruquency required by
Technical Specifications. 7ho corructive actions taken in responso to this
occurrence addressed specific circumstances and had no corrulation with this
event,
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FIGURE 1 - CONTAINMENT EMERGENCY ESCAPE AIR LOC <
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