Goneral Otfices: 212 Waest Michigan Avenue, Jal

cr, Michigan 49201 « Ajea Coae 517 7868-0550

April 11, 197k

Mr. John F. O'Leary, Director Re: Docket 50-255
Directorete of Licensing License DPR 20
United States Atomic Energy Cormission A0-12-T73
Washington, DC 20545 Palisades Plant

Dear Mr. O'Leary:

My letter of August 29, 1973 reported the failure of & motor
operstor of the concentrated boric acid ~ump feed stop valve (Mov-2140)
at the Palisades Plant. At that time the cause of the failure was
suspected to bs that the valve (hence, the lever) bhad been used 2s a
convenient stepping point during construction end early operation of
the plant. Further investigation has revealed that use of the valve
as e stepping point was not the cause of the feilure.

We have concluded that MOV-2140 failed because the cem was
not properly installed QuUring laciory assemvly. Tue wwaiech pusition
of the cem is on the forty-five degree bevel of the pewl as shown on
the attached drawing. The "as found" condition was as shown on the
attached drawing. It is suspected that the lcose cam could get be-
hind the pawl which would cause the pewls to breek. This elloved
operation of the valve until the mislocated cam caused the pawls to
break.

As the cause of the failure was not due to the valve being
used as a stepping point, we do not intend to pursue the elimination of
stepping points es stated in the August 29, 1973 letter. Ve feel that
the corrective maintenence performed on this valve and the inspection
of tvo other einilar motor-opersted valves in vwhich no abnormalities
were found provide essurance that these types of notor-opersted velves
will function as designed in the future. In addition, all motor-operated
valves of this type have been satisfactorily test operated as stated in
the August 29, 1973 letter.

Yours very truly,
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