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May 3, 1984
Fort St. Vrain

Mr. E. K. Johnson, Chief
Reactor Profect Branch |
U. 5. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
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611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 1000
Arlington, TX 76011

SUBJECT: NUREG-0737 ltem I1.F.1.1,
Noble Gas Accident Monitoring
Instrumentation

Dear Mr. Johnson:

As  stated In our letter P=79299, dated December 12, 1979, we do not
have any postulated accident condition that will result 1n our
present noble gas radiation stack monftors going off scale, This
analysis was concurred with by personnel from Battelle ‘ioct'!c
Northwest Laboratories, under contract to the NRC.  The Semi-portable
Monitors currently in place were put 1nto service as agreed upon with
the NRC as an interim measure only until the ruled on the
applicability of Item I1.F. 1.1 to fort St. Vrain,

Although we continue to feel that our existing noble gas stack
radiation monitors are adequate, your position in your Jetter dated
April 3, 1984 (G-84110) will require us tofavaluate the feasibility
of oblaining an Installed permanent noble gas stack monftor with an
upper ron?o of 10" uoi/ec with res Sut In the Contro! Room. We are
currently in the process of contact ng other plants to determine
their method of complying with this 1tem,

We anticipate that within 60 days from the date of this letter, we
will have determined how best to meet the 10° wei/ec upper range
Capabliiity and address the concerns ralsed In your letter, At that
time we will Inform you of our intended action,
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With respect to the concerns raised in your letter, calibration of
the semi-portable instruments is performed via Health Physics
Procedure HPP-20, and the supporting analyses are contained in
HPP-56. Mr. Ron Baer of your office is on controlled distribution
for these procedures. Of course, the only way to verify the
performance of the semi-portable monitors would be to release
radioactive noble gas at a concentration of 10® uci/cc up the stack
to the environment. We do not feel that this is appropriate, nor,
since our primary coolant noble gas concentration at 100% power is
approximately 2.1 X 1072 uci/cc, achievable.

I trust that this letter is responsive to your concerns; we will as
alwaye strive to keep you informed of our intent and actions on this
matter. Please contact Mr. Ted Borst of my staff with questions or
comments at (303) 571-7436.

Very truly yours,

ﬂﬁmwl—-;/
Don W. Warembourg

Manager, Nuclear Production
Fort St. Vrain Nuclear
Generating Station
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cc: Ted Borst



