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On April 5, 1984, during initial fuel load, the unit experienced a Reactor Pro-

tection System actuation on a spurious signal from Intermediate Range Monitor




NRC Form » US NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

i LICENSEE EVENT REPORT (LER) TEXT CONTINUATION APPROVED OMB NO 1150-0104

EXPIRES 8/31 785

EACLITY NAME 1) DOCKET NUMBER 12) LER NUMBER (8) PAGE (3
Susquehanna Steam Electric Station L "iﬁ-“h Novgen

Unit 2 0|5(0jojo| 3|88 |8]4|={0]o]1]={o0lO] 0]2[°F0]2
TEXT /¥ more spece & eguered. use sdaivone NRC Form J88A ) (1T

On April 5, 1984, during initial fuel load, the umnit experienced a Reactor
Protection System (RPS) actuation on & spurious signal from Intermediate

Range Monitor (IRM) Channel 'D’'. The scram was able to be immediately reset.

IRM 'D' was not in the vicinity of the fuel loading operation. Investigation
showed that opening and closing the door of the cabinet in which the channel's
voltage pre-amplifier is located produced a repeatable noise signal. No other
neutron monitoring instrumentation channels were affected in this manner.

The IRM Channel 'D' voltage pre-amplifier was replaced and tested satisfactorily,

and the channel has performed properlv since.

During normal operation, the trip of a single IRM channel would result in a
half scram. However, during initial fuel load and under certain circum-
stances while in Operational Condition 5 (Refuel), the Reactor Protection
System is configured such that any Source Range, Intermediate Range or
Average Power Range Monitor channel trip will yield a signal to both RPS
trip channels. This provides 'non-coincident protection' (a full scram)
upon the detection of localized criticality., Thus, this event, although
caused by a spurious signal, resulted in system operation in a conser-

vative manner. =
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Attached is Licensee Event Report 84-001-00, This event was determined
reportable per LOCFR50.73(a)(2)(iv), in that during initial fuel load,

Unit 2 experienced a Reactor Protection System actuation on a spurious

Intermediate Range Monitor signal.
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