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Jerscy Central Poy Light Company

MORRISTOWN, N.J,. 07960 @ 539-6111

MADISON AVENUE AT PUNCH BCWL ROAD

August 31, 1973

Mr. A, Gianbusso

Deputy Director for Reactor Projects
Directorate of Licensing

United States Atomic Energy Commission
Washington, D. C. 20545
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Dear Mr., Giambusso:

Subject: Oyster Creck Station
Docket No. 50-21%
Outside Tank Activity

The purpose of this letter is to report a violation of the Technical
Specification, Paragraph 3.6.C.; whercas, the maximum amount of radioact ivity,
excluding tritium, noble gases, and isotopes with t 7o <3 days contained in the
radwaste storage tanks external to the radwaste !n:ililiniv_. exceeded 10 curies.

This vt 168 cmetdorad to b an abnormal pecurrenca ag dofined in the Tocrhniecal
L ¢ an J LCT) as dad nea 1! i iRlLCal

Specalications, Paragraph 1.15.8, Notification of this event , as reguired by

the Techuical Specifications, Paragraph 6.6.2.a., was made to the AEC Repion I,
Directorate of Regulatory Operations, on Thursday, August 23, 1973.
A routine analysis of the activity contazined in the outside radwaste
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Cul being contained in the waste surge tank., In reviewing the outside tank
activity status sl ts and 1 radwaste logs, an assumption can be made that the
activity has | 1 oin exce of 10 curi since Friday morning, August 17. The
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Mr, Giambusso ~2- August 31, 1973

of the water added to the tank starting on Thursday, August 16, at 2:00 p.m.,
the activity in the tank was found to be primarily as a result of particulate
matter in suspension. A quantity of particulate material had becn known to be
in the tank from a prior inspection and plans made to have an outside concern
clean the tank and dispose of the waste. Due to the length of time required
for this job, though, the tank had not yet been made available for cleaning.
However, in adding water to the tank on August 16 and 17, it can be shown by
comparison of previous analyses of the tank contents, that a quantity of solid
or particulate material was added with the water and, consequently, caused a
significant increase in the total curie content of thg_tank. The major con-
stituents in the solids activity are 6OCo, 58Co, and Yy, By 10:37 a.m., Fri-
day, August 17, approximately 33,000 gallons of water had been transferred to
the tank. No additional water has been added to the tank since that time.

With the return of the waste concentrator to service late Saturday
night, August 18, overall water inventory in the various radwaste systems has
slowly beea decrcasing. As sufficient room is made in the tanks internal to the
building, waste water from the surge tank will be transferred to reduce the over-
all activity. The area surrounding the tank has been re-surveyed and reposted
accordingly to encure proper radiation protection. We will keep the regional
compliance office advised as to the date the outside tank activity is reduced be-
low 10 curies. Both operators and chemistry technicians have been advised that,
in the future, recircuiation of the contents of the surge tank should be
conducted for a sufficient period of time to insure that proper representative
sanples and subsequent analysis may be completed.

As noted in the Technical Specifications, limiting the activity stored
in the outside tanks to less than 10 curics, assures that in the extremely un-
likely event of a rupture of the tanks, the resulting activity discharged to the
bay would not be greater than the maximum activity recommended as the limiting
condition for operation for the annual total guantity released in effluents given
in the proposed Appendix | to 10CFR50. Due, in this case, to the activity being
primarily as a result of particulate matter in suspension, it is not felt that the
material would be deposited in the bay, but rather would be in the surrounding
s0il, never to reach the bay, should the tank rupture. This event has not

produced a hazard to the public since no release of activity has occurred.

In order to minimize the reoccurrerce of this sitnation, we intend to
cloan out sediment from the weste surge tank as soon as conditions permit, Further,
the ¢ y is preparing for submittal to the AEC shortly, a description of
significant modification to the ¢ y5ting Oyster Creek radwaste facility.

Ke arc enclosing forty copies of this report,

Very truly yours,
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