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Mr, John F. O'Leary, Director v

Directorate of Licensing
Office of Regulation

U.S, Atoric Energy Commission
Washington, DC 20545

Dear ¥r. 0'leary

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY - BROWHS FERRY NUCLEAR PLANT UNIT 1 -
DOCKET 1O, 50-259 - FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE DPRe33 - ABNORMAL
OCCURRENCE REPORT BFAQ-7436W

The enclosed report is to provide deteils concerning = spill of
approxinately 12,000 gallens of potentielly contaminated water to
an uncontrolled area, unit 3 condersate beckwssh receiver tenk
room, end is submitied in 2\_002":'? ice with /ppendix A to Regulatory
Guide 1.16, Revision 1, October 1373, This event occurred on

Browns rFerry liuclear Plant unic 1 on May 28, 197k,
Very truly yours,

TENNESSIE VALLEY AUTHORITY

b T

E ¥, Thomas
Director of Power Production

Enclosure
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ir. Iorr:.:n C. loseley, Director
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230 Peachtree Streei, INi,, Fuite 818
Atlanta, Georgia 30303
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ABNORMAL OCCURRINCE REPORT

Report No.: BFAQ-TLIGW

Report Date: June 7, 19074

Occurrence Date: May 28, 197k

Facility: Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant unit 1

Identification of Occurrence

Spill of approximately 12,000 gallons of potentislly contaminated water to =n
uncontrolled arer, unit 3 condensate backwash receiver tank room,

Conditions Prior to Occurrence

Velves 2-HCV-2.7L7 and 2-HCV-2-748 were removed end blanks were installed tefore
startup of unit 1, This wvas part of interface between units 1 and 2 to prevent
contemineted water from unit 1 getting to unit 2,

Work Plan 163% Rl hed been issued to remove interface blanks and install sbove
valves to cornect units 1 znd 2 condensate systems,

‘Descrivtion of Occurrence

When pipefitters ioosened the flenge on the blank for 2=HCV=2-747, water flo:2d out
in a gush. The pipefitters left the pive tunnel without retightening the flcnaze
bolis., This alloved epproximetely 85,000 gallons of water to be lost from anit 2
CST to pipe tunnsl,

The pipe tunnel overflowed to the units 1 2nd 2 conlensate backwash receiver
tank room., Overflow from the pipe tunnel also flowed to unit 3 condensate
backwash receiver tan: rcon which is outside the controlled area,

Desiznation of ‘vparent Cruse o° Occurrence

The cleerance for hold order 3L54 did not specify to close 1-HCV-2-7L7, Tre
flenge wes not partislly loosened as was reguested by the shift engineer.

Immediste Action

The pipefitter generel foremen elong with an 2ssistent unit cperztor returnszi io
the tunnel to (1) close valve 1-HCV-2-747 wvhich had been inadvertently left open
and (2) retighten the flange on blank 2-HCV-2-747,

Health physics employees and chemical laboratory employees were recuested to

start serpling the unit 3 Sumpe and the water in unit 3 condensate baclwash
receliver tani room,

Inspection was mnde of pipe sleeves from pipe tunnel to unit 3 reector builuing,
Ingpection showed no lealis of contaminated water, Health physics emloyees
roped off unit 3 condensate bachwash receiver tank room until an enalysis could

be made of the spilled water.
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gpbseouent Action

Samples were taken of all the sums in unit 3 reactor and turbine buildings =3
well as the water in unit 3 backwash receiver tenk room, Isotopic analysis of
above swples showed that 21l erees listed above were below the release limits
on en MPC basis,

Irregardless of the ebove findings, water from unit 3 condensate backwash
receiver pump roonm which conteined most of the water ~ reking to the unit 3 ares
was pumped with 2 temporary pu to a floor drain in the unit 2 area. It then
flowed to the floor drain collector tank in the redwaste building.

Corrective Action

A writien procecdure was >repered to implement removing interface blanks and
instelling valves 2-iCV-2-747 end 2eHCVe2-7L48. This procedure was followed
end work was successfully completed on lMay 30, 1974, The Cperations Supervizor
held & discussion with all verties concerued on May 29, 1974, He stressed tiatn
greater core must be exercized in clesrance for work to be done. Discussion
was also held with the Shift Zngineer by the Plant Superintendent,



