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Pebruary 16, 1971

NOTE TO FILES

At the request of Jim Lyman, Public Information, I called
Roger Newburger, Managing Editor of "Nucleonics Week," to
provide him with the information which we have obtained

from Soithern California Bdison Company concerning the
effect of the earthquake which occurred in the San Fernando
Valley on February 9, 1971, on the San Onofre Nuclear Power
Station. The information which I provided to Mr. Newburger
is contained in the attachment to the letter from Engelken
to Mr. W. J. MacNelis, Adainietrative Assictant to Congress-
man Burt L. Talcott, dated Pebruary 11, 197 . Mr. Newburger
had no substantive questions concerning the information and
sppeared pleased to get the information. Mr. H. L. Price
wvas advised of the call to Mr. Newburger before it was placed.

R. H. Engelken

ce: J. P. O'Reilly, CO
G. 8. Spencer, CO:V
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FEB 2 2 1971

Chaiman Seabory
Commissioner Kamey
Commiesioner Johnson
Commissioner Lerson

EFFECTS OF RECENT CALIFORNIA EARTHQUAKE - SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY (SAN ONOFRE)

I am enclosing for your information a summary deseription
of the effects of the recent earthquake, centered near
Los Angeles, Californis, on the operation of the Southern
Californie Edison Company's San Onofre Nuclear Jenerating
Station. Preliminary information on this matier was
furnished your Special Aseistant on Pebruary 9, 1971.

Barold L. Price
Director of Rerulaticn

Encloeure:
Report, as stated

ce: ‘2;
Omnl Counsel
Becretary (2)
bee: GMKavanagh, AGMR RDO'Neill, OCR (2)

HLPrice, DR MShaw, RDT
CKBeck, DR HAHerris, PI
MMMann, DR JDAnderson, INS
SHHanauer, DR DR Reading File
CLHenderson, DR Central File
LbLow, 0 CO Regions I, II, III, IV, V
PAMorris, URL RFFraley, ACRS (3) rpt only
JFouchexd, PI RSBoyd, DRL
BGCase, DRS RCDeYoung, DRL
AGiambusso, CO RSchemel, DRL '

LKornblith, JR., CO
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SOUDERN CALIFGRNTL EDESON GO

On February 9, 1971, an earthquake occurred in the San Fernando Valley,
approximately 30 miles north of Los Angeles, California. The magnitude of
this earthquake was 6.5 on the Richter scale. The earthquake epicenter was
located approximstely 85 ailes north of the Southern California Edison Com-
pany's San Onofre pressurized vater reactor.

The Division of Complience contacted by telephore on February 9, 1971, the
Southern California Edison Company and the licensees of the five research
reactor facilities located in or near the Los Angeles area to determine what
effect the earthguake had on these facilities. All licensees reported that
no apparent damage resulted from the earthquake.

A summary description of the information provided by the Southern California

Edison Compeny is as follows:

1. The San Onofre fecility was operating at 450 megawatte electric, 100 per-
cent power, at the time of the earthquake. Operstions were not affected.

2. The licensee's emergency action plan for seismic disturbances was placed
in effect. The preplanned actions taken by the licensee included the

following:
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b.

d.

f.

3. The

All control rods were checked for proper position and operability.
Ko sbnormalities were noted.

Checks were mad: on the rate of addition of makeup water to the
primary system and on the operation of the containmment building
sump pumps to see 1if there was any indication of a leak in the

primary system. No indicetion of a problem was noted.

An inspection was made of the plant outside containment. This
inspection included a check of the rediation processing and effluent
control syster and of the fuel bullding which contains nev and spent

fuel. No dsmage was evident,

An evaluation was made of core physics parameters and special
surveillance tests vere conducted. No abnormalities were noted.

Entries were made by personnel into contaimment to look for damage.
Visual checks were made of the reactor coolant system, the control
rod drive housings, steam generstors, primary pumps, pressurizer,
and assoclated piping. No ebmormalities were noted.

earthquake automatically triggered the strong-motion accelerometer

which was installed for the purpose of measuring forces caused by seisalc

digturbances. The recordings from this instrument are being processed

and

will be available for analyses in the near future.
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On February 9, 1971, an earthquake occurred in the San Fernando Valley,

spproximately 30 mlles north of Los Angeles, California. The magnitude of
this earthquake was 6.5 on the Richter scale. The earihquake epicenter was
located approximetely 85 miles north of the Southern Californis Bdison Come

pany's San Onofre pressurized water reactoy.

The Division of Compliance contacted by telephone on February 9, 1971, the
Southern Californis Edison Company and the licensees of the five research
reactor facilities located in or near the los Angeles area tv determine what
effect the earthquake had on these facilities. All licensees reported that

no apparent damage resulted from the earthquake.

A summary description of the information provided by the Southern Californis
Edigon Company ie as follows:

1. The San Onofre facility was operating st 450 mrgavatts electric, 100 pere
cent power, at the time of the earthquake. Operations were not affected.

2. The licensee's cuergency actica plan for seismic disturbances was placed
in effect. The preplanned sctions taken by the licensee included the

following:
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b. All control rods were checked for proper position and operability.
No abnormalitles were notad.

¢. Checks were made on the rate of asddition of makeup water to the
primar, system and on the operation of the contaimment building
sunp punps to see if there was any indication of a leak in the
primary systea. No indiceiion of a problem was noted.

d., An inspection was made of the plant outside containment. This
inspection included a check of the radiation processing and effluent
conirol system and of the fuel building which containe nev and spent
fuel. No damage was evident.

e. An evaluation was made of core physics parameters and special

surveillance tests were conducted. No abnormalities were noted.

f. Entries were made by personnel into containmert to look for damage.
Visual checks were made of the reactor soolant system, the countrol
rod drive housings, steam generstors, primary pumps, pressuriser,
and assoclated piping. No abnormalities were noted.

3. The esrthquake asutomatically triggered the stronge-motion accelerometer
vhich was installed for the purpose of measuring forces caused by selsmic
disturbances. The recordings from this instrument are being processed
and will be available for analyses in the near future.
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.3.

The Special Assistante to the Commissioners were informed by telephone on
February 9, 1971.

Mr. W. J. Maclelie, Administrative Assistant to Congressman B. L. Talcott
(California), requested inforwation on the effects of the earthquake on the
San Onofre facility from the Division of Public Relations on February 10, 1971.
The Division of Compliance responded to this inquiry and the substance of the
information contained in this report was provided Mr. MacNelis by telephone

on February 11, 1971, and confirmed, at his request, in writing.

The staff of the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy was informed Ly telephone.
A letter of confirmation to them is in preperation.
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