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Mr. Charles Bechhoefer, Esq. Dr. Jerry Harbour
Atomic Safety & Licensing Atomic Safety & Licensing

Board Panel Board Panel
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Gentlemen:

Consumers Power Company has become aware of apparent discrepancies

in records of several borings made during the 1977 investigation of the

settlement of the administration building at Midland. I have attached copies

of records illustrating the differences. The documents attached have '

previously been provided or made available to the parties either in the soils

hearings or by inclusion in rksponses to questions under 10 CFR 50.54(f) or

in the FSAR. At least two of the boring records in question were introduced
.

into evidence by Mrs. Stamiris in the soils proceedings in 1981. (Stamiris

Ex. 27. identified at Tr. 4290, introduced August 13, 1981 at Tr. 4339 and
'

Stamiris Ex. 19, ID at Tr.'3437, introduced August 13, 1981 at Tr. 4339)
..
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The apparent discrepa'ncies in each instance relate to a parameter

used in the " standard penetration test." The Board may recall that the

standard penetration test is carried out by driving a sampler into the ground

with known force and counting the number-of blows needed to penetrate a

pre-determined distance in the soil. The number of blows is referred to as

the " blow count," which provides an indication of the density of the soil. A

force is administered to the sampler by dropping a weight attached to the

boring mechanism from a specified height, referred to in the boring records

as the " fall." (See the space designated " sample hammer weight / fall" five

boxes down on lef t of boring records.) Some of the versions of the boring

records show a fall of 18 inches; others show a fall of 30 inches. I am

advised that the applicable ASTM specification would call for a fall of 30

inches.

The Company has reached no conclusions as to the cause or significance,

if any, of the differences in the records, and the matter is under investigation.

Very truly yours, -

u ),yp /Et$Nw'

James E. Brunner
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Mr. Frank J. Kelley, Esq. Mr.. Steve Gadler
Attorney General of the 2120 Carter Avenue

State of Michigan St. Paul, MN 55108

Ms. Carole Steinberg, Esq.
'

Assistant Attorney General Atomic Safety & Licensing

Environmental Protection Div. Appeal Board
720 Law Building U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Lansing, MI 48913 Washington, DC 20555

Mr. Myron M. Cherry, Esq. Mr. William Clements (2)
Cherry & Flynn Docketing & Services
3 First National Plaza U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Suite 3700 Office of the Secretary
Chicago, IL 60602 Washington, DC 20555

.

Mr. Wendell H. Marshall Ms. Mary Sinclair
4625 S. Saginaw Road 5711 Summerset Street
Midland, MI 48640 Midland, MI 48640

Mr. Charles Bechhoefer, Esq. Dr. Jerry Harbour
Atomic Safety & Licensing Atomic Safety & Licensing

Board Panel Board Panel
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
East-West Towers East-West Towers
Room E-413 Room E-454
4350 East-West Highway 4350 East-West Highway
Bethesda, MD 20014 Bethesda, MD 20014

Dr. Frederick P. Cowan Atomic Safety & Licensing-
Atomic Safety & Licensing Board Panel

Board Panel U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
6152 N. Verde Trail Washington, DC 20555
Apt. B-125
Boca Raton, FL 33433

Mr. Michael Miller, Esq. Mr. William D. Paton, Esq.
Counsel for the NRC StaffIsham, Lincoln & Beale 4

3 First National Plaza
"

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555Suite 5200 s

Chicago, IL 60602

Mr. D. F. Judd Mr. Frederick C. Williams
Senior Project Manager Isham, Lincoln & Beale
The Babcock & Wilcox Company 1120 Connecticut Ave., N.W.
P.O. Box 1260 Suite 325.

Lynchburg, VA 24505 Washington, DC 20036
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Ms. Barbara Stamiris Ms. Lynne Bernabei
,

5795 North River Road Government Accountability'

Route 3 Project of the Institute |
Freeland, MI 48623 for Policy Studies

'
1901 Q Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20009

Mr. John Demeester, Esq. ' Mr. James E. Brunner, Esq.
Dow Chemical Building Consumers Power Company
Michigan Division 212 West Michigan Avenue
Midland, MI 48640 Jackson, MI 49201

Mr. P. Robert Brown, Jr.
Clark, Klein & Beaumont
1600 First Federal Building
1001 Woodward Avenue
Detroit, MI 48226
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