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December 21, 1973

Mr. John F, O'Leary, Director
Directorate of Licensing

U. 8, Atomic Energy Commission
Washington, D, C, 20545

Subject: Abnormal Occurrence 73-11
Malfunction of Motor-Driven Auxiliary Feedwater
Pumps in that they failed to pump during tests
R. E. Ginna Nuclear Power Plant, Unit No. 1
Docket No, 50-244

Dear Mr., O'Leary:
In accordance with Technical Specifications, Article 6.6.2a, the
attached report of Abnormal Cccurrence 73-11 is hereby submitted.

This occurrence may have resulted in violation of Technical Speci-
fication, Article 3.4.1b as explained in paragraph 4 of the report.,

Very truly yours,

L7 \
/.{;‘/ o o
Tleith W, Amish

xc: Mr, J. P. O'Reilly
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Report Number: 50-244/73-11

Report Date: December 21, 1973

Occurrence Date: December 14, 1973

Facility: R. E. Ginna Nuclear Power Plant, Unit No. 1

Identification of Occurrence:

This abnormal occurrence is the type defined by Technical Speci-
fications Article 1.9d: "Failure of one or more cocmponents of an
engineered safety feature or plant protection system that causes or
threatens to cause the feature or system to be incapable of performing
its intended function."”

The motor-driven auxiliary feedwater pumps ("A" and "B") lost
suctiorn and failed to pump during the conduct of routine surveillance
testing due to the presence of air on the suction side of the pumps.

From the time the reactor became critical (0025, December 13, 1973)
until the time that one pump was vented and tested so that two auxiliary
pumps (one motor-driven and one steam-driven) were available for
operation (approximately 0430, December 14, 1973), the plant may

have been in violation of Technical Specifications, Article 3.4.1.b
which requires that two of the three auxiliary feedwater pumps must

be operable when the water coolant is above 3500F and the reactor is
critical. It is considered that the plant was in a safe condition since
the steam driven auxiliary feedwater pump was operable and it is capable
of supplying sufficient feedwater for removal of decay heat from the core.

Conditions Prior to Occurrence:

Plant was operating at a power level of 1380 MWt,

Description of Occurrence:

The "A" and "B" motor-driven feedwater pumps were found to be
air bound and would not wump.

The plant was placed in a cold shutdown condition commencing
December 11, 1973 in order to repair a leak on the charging pump filter
vent line. The reactor was made critical at 0025 on December 13,

1973 and brought to a power level of 1380 MWt at 0155 on December 14,
1973. The reported abnormal occurrence was detected during routine
surveillance tests of the auxiliary feedwater pumps (PT-16) which
commernced at 0415 on December 14, 1973, The pumps were immediately
vented using vent valves installed on the pump casings and the tests

wt o then performed satisfactorily.

The Results and Test Engineer again performed periodic test PT-16
on all auxiliary feed pumps commencing 0940, December 14, 1973 and
satisfactory operation was verified,









