. UNITED STATES .

ENERGY RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20545

APR 2 ¢ 1976

Mr. Carlton Kammerer, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Comaission
1717 H Street, NW.

Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Mr. Kanmerer:

Enclosed is correspondence from NDr. Thomas J. Ratchford regarding an
inquiry from Congressman William Lehman to Congressman Mike McCormack.

Since the nature of this inquiry relates to the activities of the
Nuclear Regulatory Camission rather than the Erevgy Research and
Nevelopment Administration, it is requested that proper action be
taken by your office.

We are advising Dr. Ratchford of this referral by copy of this letter.

Sincerely,

& ’ i ; /

- H. Hollister Cantus, Director
s Office of Congressional Relations

Enclosure:
As stated

cc: Dr. Thamas J. Ratchford
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OLiN E. VEALUE JOHN L. SWIGERT. JR.
CHAIRMAN . EXECUTIVE 'ﬂ.tﬂlJR
COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
|
|
|
To: Oscar Stradinger
From: Tom Ratchford
Re: Attached correspondence

I will appreciate your assistance in
preparing a response to the attached
letter from Cong. Lehman for Chairman
McCormack at your earliest convenience.

Thank you.

-

NOTE: PLEASE RETURN PASTED-UP NEWS ARTICLE
&=~ FOR OUR FILES.
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wroLiam LEHMAN

‘ WASHINGTON OFFICE
» Ol cowmiey, ) o A24 Carverne et L
N i e & £ e e
- & CEMMITTIE S i (202) 22%4am1
rostornce mocisonnce CONALESS of the Wniteh States e e
N 0 STeerr
THouse »* Aepresentatives B G T A
(303) 8457518

Wasbhington, D.C. 20515

March 22, 1976

Honorable Mike McCormack

Chairman

Subcommittee on Energy Research,
Development and Demonstration -

B374 Rayburn HOB

Dear Mike:

I am enclosing an article from the Miami Herald
which was recently brought to my attention. It concerns
leaks discovered in th. fuel pits of the Florida Power
and Light Company's Turkey Point power plant.

I would zppreciate your directing yocur staff to
take a lock at this article and provide me with some in-
formation which could acsist me in dealing with the fears
and concerns my constituents have expressed.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

WILLIAM LEHMAN
Member of Congress

WL/mar
Enclosure

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS
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Minor Leaks Niscovered

Bv MIKE TONER
Merald Environment Writer
Hizhly radioactive spent nuclear
fuel nas been stored in leaking pils
at the Turkey Point power plant
near Miami for more than twd
years — with the full knowledge of
both Florida Power and Light Co
and the US Nuclear Regulatory
Commission
Some radioactivity already has
escaped from the plant 2s a result
of the leak. FPL officials say that
the releaces of raciar »n hive been
¢mall and pose 70-threat to the
public or to plant workers.
But the company admits that ra-

2

C

dioactive water h
irregular ‘rates f
plant's spent iue

shielded structures of

™ FPL Nuclear Fu

as been lcaking at
rom Loth of the
I pits — heavily
concrete and

stainless steel designed for the tem-

porary storage of “hot

after it is-remove
two reactors. ’

* used fuel
4 from the plant's

ALTHOUGH THC-waier now is

peing collected &
move radioactive
temipts to plug th

nd filtered to re-
cogtamination, at-
¢ leaks have been

unsuccessful so Tar,

Repair efiorts
pered by the nt
inside the pits, W

el Pits

possible tor people to work inside
them. - e

The pits are multi story, bunker-
like ‘structcres adjoining the main
reactor duiidings at the Power
plant, located on the shores of Bis-
cavre Bay 25 miles south of Miami.

Each year, a portion of the
plant’s fuel — no longer useful for
producing electricity, but still at e
thal radicactive levels -— is unload-
ed from the reactors.

THE SPENT fuel, peliets of ura

have bf’“_ _’"T‘.“' nium and. other radioactive ma‘en
ense radioactivity | als encased in bundles of long. slen
hich makes it-im- {' der rods, then ‘is placed inside th

pits and flooded with water 10 hel;
conirol the release of neat and radi
oactivity. :

But the water itself also become
radioactive — and it is that wate
which is now leaking from the fur
pits .

A company
the pits are

spokesman says th
“unbelievably secur
and constructed to the same sta
dards as the main reactor buildin
But leaks first were detected
the steel liners of one of the pits
1972 —. before the nuclear p!
went into service and before
radiozctive fuel was stored in
pits. | ’
The com
leaks then because it
them to be “minor."”

TODAY, THE rate of leakag
90 galions zo hour — approxim
ly 45 times what it was wne
was first detected.

Leaks in the other pit were
discovered in late 1975. The ra
Jeakage there has been slowe
at times only a seep — but 7
active water there has bre
not only the pit's steel lmer,;
four-foot concrete’ wall. |

Permanent repalrs now may

pany didn't repair
considt

Turn to Page 14A Col.



——

-

The Siami Merald

10_ Sunday, March 14, 1976

- TR PAGE

tn walt uotll al! of (e fuel can be
unlcaded and the pits drained —

© samething that may not be possible

: for several years.

In the meantime, FPL actually
" plans to expand the storage capacity
of the leaking pits — even though
4 may not be able to repair the
leaks themselves.

ORDINARILY, the wused fuel
would be siored in the pits for caly
s few months before being trucked
suay to one of the nation's three
commercial reprocessing facilities,

.- . »

“In terms of the im-
minent threat to the
public. the risk of these
leaks is rather smalt,
But the long-term risks
are much greater.
These leaks are not
just a potential prob-
Jem, they are happcn-

ing right now.™
Robert Pallard,
Unton of Concernad
Scientiate

PR

..
But the reprocessing plant o
West Valler, NY, has been closed
since §572 for safety modifications
25d won'l be reopened until at Jeast
9

A second plant,

Ay the new $84-million plant sim-
Pk does not work,
sThe country's third

reacior where ere s spare stor-

g
By themselves, the leaks do not
yei pose any serous safety hazard

BUT THEY DO exemplify & num-
ber of general problems in the na-
uon’s nuciear industry — Including
defects in plant comstruction, the
fallure to correct known defects,
and a range of problems posed by

plant, ot Barnwell, SC. s em
b od in 8 Loensing dispute and
;—’f expecied 10 open wniil 1977 or
1978

s A @ rergls, FPL ~ like most of
t%e pation’

1o iriple
keiking pris will hold. Without ade-
Guate storage, the plant couid be
forced to close.

the amount of fuel

* Even with the ex howev-
ot the hn'lhndyunndlhnml

epr the of spent fuel
st scattered locaticns around the
country.

FPL, which has made a heavy
commitment to construction of new
nuclear n-u phnu. is especially

-v....-».. W e ahentutely se
sential 10 the energy future of this
countsy,” said one company spokes-
man. 1 ceriminly don't heleve that
this story Is going to help the cause
of nuciear power one bit.™

There is sgreement on that point
from Robert D. Poilard, & former i-

“The leaks are urdesira!
like to get rid of them,
hazard. The pits are no
collapse, and they are n

-=FPL's A. D. Schmidt

F‘"""“""F"‘”"" ;

© & process that

But the reliability of the pumps
wili become increasingly important
as FPL increases the amount of fue:
it holds in the pas. More fuel will
mean more heal

“THAT WILL decrease the
amount of Lme the compeny will
have to deploy i1ts emergency equip-
menl” says Moseley “If they triple
the amount of fue! stornd there, it
will give them coughly one-third of
the Lume they now have “ As a pre
caution, FPL plans to install perma-
nent back-up pumps on the fuel pits
- & decwuon the company made
shortlv after & mishan with one of
HS IeTipurarn eMETEENC, pumps re-
sulted in the spll of more than
T.000 gallons of radivactive water

The sequence of #vents bepan on
April 12, 1975 The pump on one of .
the spent fuel pits failed — for
what was 10 be the first of three
fallures in the next five weeks An
Amergenc) pump was moved in and
hooked uy. but it was left tempo.

have 10 remain in place, and the “IN of the imnunent :
cempany is uncertain it will be able  ghreat 1o the public, the risk of vm“ incident was ol
10 fix the leaks until it can be 1 these leaks is rather small” ex. LU :...M”"
moved. piained Pollasd, who now works for - “:.‘".“" T S
Company officials say they aren’t the Union of od S Oui on the building. The
worried sbout the cootinued leak- o group of Boston-based sgentists -
age. eritical of the nf®lear fidustry.
-,mummm»u “But the -term nsks  are
we would like to get rid of them, much greater,” added. “These
"t they are no safety hazard” jeaks are not just 8 potential prob-
oy AD Schinidt, FPL's vice pres-  jom, they are happening right now. |
iden! for power resources. “The company i caught in the '
“The pits are not going 10 col- equivalent of & Catch 22. They
lapse, and they are 5Ot gOINg 0  gidr't fix the leaks when they had ||
fall spant™ mmummmw,
Bot because the rate of leakage are apparently geiling worse, theyl
appears 10 be increasing, Nuclesr have so much spent fuel on hand
Hepolatory Commission officials  the: 122y can't fix them.
a1t more concerned about prob- *If it weren’t such a serious mat
ter, it would border on the absurd
“LEAKS DO not heal them. .n",,, m"“', Ay g Ee A,
sehves” says Norman C Moseley, pyying with the sorage of spent
cirector of inspection and enforce- g,
ment for the NRC's Southeast re- .
Zon BECAUSE THE fue! is bot, the
."rurtthnlmn- "i.hth':u.ﬂhdﬂﬂﬂ
ol '::'.—nhn b g Aoy ‘::;
the than
require them to e of water could eventually
m'."." LMC””
lmuﬂmuyhmiuunnmmnwdn- i
by the sworage of spent fuel But  has failed twice in the last yesr
to ] The other has failed three times. !




FROM ACTION CONTRO

L ree——
m. Chalruwen COMPL DEADLINE ‘
oa " M h'_‘ VA_(Q;J:.:TB-:;&:? DATE OF DOCUMENQb

INTERIM REPL Y
pre Y onsl,lm Fmguwne

—te
Stradinger, ERDA FINAI REPLY o

oo b et AT ] cHailamanN
FILE LOCATION

: CATION [J EXECUTIVE DIRELTOR
veferved to NAC 4/20/7% OTHER Wﬂ
’ JESCRIPTION S JLETTER ME M( ] REPORT THER |SPECIAL NSTRUCTIONS OR REMARES
fo Rep. ¥iliiaw Lebuan (Fla.) to Mike ‘d“%’ '7” 3:3f
ded 3/22/78

re leaks in the fuel LPRR?

Returu the newspaper articls

e 'T':’} S e & TR e R v Y B AR b e
LA - v y "
f -

ING AL REVIEW FINAL W cory

Volgenau 4/27/76 | uache L Ssianenro, | oate T NOTEGAL DEMETIONE .
{ : N( Y
L, J . 1‘ mm * % t m DO ADMIN & ORRES Bt
|
4 . o~ -

i ! o ST
COMMENTS, NOTIFY

| { JCAE NOTIFICATION RE( 3 |
(R SERSIRRSIRTD S TSNS S S W, bbbt doct i Snbio <
o) -
NE : T 2 OPERATION 3

DO NOT REMOVE THIS COPY

PRINCIPAL CORRESPONDENCE CONTROL




~—-SHNOY NVYW T¥101

v & 1 il
JTT-1619 ] BEECEEEEEL
mlalou J1¥0 31374W0D NOILDY o= - 6
- 3 - - 8
Jdl 1d71d iy LS
NOILOY LN03S01) - - 5
| - - v
B - ag £
. - - 2 ..c
@ 270 . . . I
NIy Mcumeﬂmm_wau uu:_—,a O03INDISSY NOSH3d J1vV0 NOILITAWND 031336X3

“ugw A8 03Z2140HINY

L

7

U

d01S3N0D3Y

R .

/

/

19

31V0 NOILI1dW0D 031S3ND3N

WHO4 TOHINOD W3LI NOILOY

L ~7 G3153IN03W NOILIV 2 N -16|E] - g
m‘ é:Qlﬂq %V @ Q&b&& M m =T JIVO AHLNI TYLLINI
WClElilelele ) - ) 5 710, = ‘
QMM.Q Q&¢&m\$uﬂ? Vﬂ = W&\ lW_ m,mfum:ai N%I:Eo_cu
EIRGELEIRLERSAENRERIREIILE | L)
WP FII=TAT I MW E 7] [dIZE EIE] [oALEIEl/]o
. NOILdIHISIN WILI NOTLIV wﬁ.:«h ONATH mwmwum_ww ONaNS
é HIGWNN MIVHL



