> UCHESTER GAS AND ELECTRIC CORPORATION o 89 EASI AVENUE. ROCHESTESR MY

March 30, 1972 ’

Dr. Peter A, Morris, Director

Division of Reactor Licensing ’l ; /1,'3'*, "
U. §. Atomic Energy Commission 0 T fos
7920 Norfolk Avenue i e P

Bethesda, Maryland 20014

Subject: Failure of Main Steam Line Isolation a2t
Valve MSIV-1B to close ia\ \ -
R. E. Ginna Nuclear Power Plant Unit No. 1
Docket 50-244

Dear Dr. Morris:

On March 20, 1972, while the reactor plant was in the hot shutdown
condition, the main sieam isolation valves were tested for closure.
While our Technical Specifications require that these valves be tested
only at each refueling, because of our concern and the prior committal
of December 21, 1971 to do so, these valves are tested each time that
the turbine generator is removed from service. It is pertinent to note
that since July 1971 these valves have been tested ten times and with-
out incident.

On this date (March 20) the MSIV-1A valve performed satisfactorily but
the MSIV-1B valve was found to have closed only half way, thus fail-
ing to meet the criteria of closure time of five seconds.

Additional operations of this valve were made and each time the amount
of closing was increased. The packing glands were then loosened
slightly and the vaive then closed fully. It was then exercised several
times with full closure within five seconds without further adjustment.

Immediate investigation did not reveal any known adjustment of the
packing prior to the testing. Conservative calculations of the closing
moment of the valve disc in this semi-closed position indicate that the
forces developed under flow conditions would be more than double the
binding force that was indicated under this no-flow condition.

It is the opinion of the Plant Operations Review Committee and concurred
with by the Nuclear Safety Audit and Review Board that there is reason- ’
~ble assurance that the valve would have performed its intended function.
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In the interval between now and the pianned refueling shut iown of
April 15, 1972 these valves will be exercised in the event of a secondary
plant shutdown as stated previously.

The valve manufacturer and other plant supervisors have been contacted
to uetermine their experience and their recommendations to prevent
recurrence of this malfunction., "Ve ire confident that the failure of the
valve was entirely due to the binding of the shaft in the packing gland
area. During the April 1972 shutdown, these valves will be disassembled
for a planned inspection of the cover bolts ana for a complete invest-
igation of all moving and shaft contacting surfaces.

Very tyly yours,
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Keith W. Amish



