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Co wealth Edison .

One First Nationa! Plaza. Chicagu Iinois
Address Heply to: Post Olfice Box 767
» Chicago, lhinois 60690
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BBS Ltr # 194-75 Dresden Nuclear Power Station
R. R. #1
Morris, Illinoie 60450
March 27, 1975

// ' ”l .v .4
[4 - 0',7;
Mr, James G, Keppler, Regional Director \

Directorate of Regulatory Operation-Region III
U. 8, Nnnlear Raenlatary Commissicn

799 Rooeevelt Road
Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137

SUBJECT: REPORT OF AFNORMAL OCCURRRNCE PER SECTION 6,6,A OF THE TECHNICAL
SYECIFICATIONS
MATN STCAM LINE 1AW PRESSURE INSTRUMFNT DRIFT

Referencea: 1) Regulatory Guide 1,16 Rev, 1 Appendix A
2) Notification of Region III of U, S, Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Telephones P, Johnson, 1430 hours on March 18, 1975
Telegram: J. Keppler, 1430 hours on March 18, 1975
REPOXrT NIDers SU=25(/19/(5=17
Report Date: March 27, 1975
Occurrence Date: March 17, 1975

Facility: Droesden Nuclear Power Station, Morris, Tllinois 60450

IDENTIFICATION OF OCCURRENCE

Main Steam Line Low Preseure Switches 261-30A-D were found to have trip setpoints
from 825 to 845, The trip setting is identified by table 3.2.a of the technical
epecification as greater than or equal to 855 psi (includes 5 psi head

pressure),

CONDITICN PRIOR TO OCCURRENCE

Dresden Unit 2 was in the cold shutdown mode with zero power (MWt and Mie), Routine

instrument surveillance was in progress, Dresden Unit 2 has been shutdown
since November 2, 1974 for refueling,

DESCRIPTION OF OCCURRENCE

During routine surveillance of the main eteam line low pressure switches 2061-%0A,
B, C and D on March 17, 1975, the switch petpoints were found to exceed the
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technical specification limit, The switch setpoints were immediately reset
within Dresden setpoint limit of 871 & 4 psi.

DESIGNATION OF APPARENT CAUSE OF OCCURRENCE (Equipment Pailure)

The apparent cause of this occurrence is instrument drift which probably
occurred between the time Dresden Unit 2 was shutdown on November 2, 1974

for refueling and March 17, 1975 when instrument surveillance was accomplished.
The most recent instrument surveillance, prior to March 17, 1975, was October 26,
1974, prior to the Unit 2 shutdown for refueling on November 2, 1974,

ANALYSIS OF OCCURRENCE

The function of these pressure switches is to initiate a main steam isolation
(Group 1) in the event of a break in the main stcam line, Previous surveillance,
performed on October 26, 1974 (7 days prior to start of refueling outage),
showed the switch setpoints to be within Dresden setpoint limits, Evaluation
of the change in the month to month surveillance readings for the Barksdale
precycled pressure switch type B27-A12SS (GE) from the installation date on
January 12, 1974, to October 26, 1974, indicates the switeh has not exceeded
& 10 psi drift per month, Using a 10 psi per month drift rate, a setpoint of
871 psi minus 10 pai = 861 psi which is within the Technical Specification
limit of £55 pei. It is concluded therefore, that the switch setpoint had
not excceded technical epecification limits between the time of Octoher 26,
1974 and the refueling shutdown date of November 2, 1974. Since the Unit has
been in the shutdown mode since November 2, 1974 and the present date it is
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resulted from this deviation from Technical Specification.

CORRECTIVE ACTION

The immediate corrective ection was to adjust the switch setpoints within
Dresden setpoint limit of 871 + psi,

It has been concluded from the data analyzed, that increasing the Dresden
setpoint in November 1972 and monthly surveillances have prevented Technical
Specification eetpoint violaticas for the pain stesm low pressure switch
and that the out-of-aspecification readings obtained on March 17, 1975, can
be attributed to instrument drift during the pericd of reactor shutdown when
monthly surveillances were not maintained,

Corrective action taken to prevent repetition of the occurrence will be to
maintain monthly surveillance during reactor operation until a muitable
replacement presgure switch with minimal drift characteristics can be obtained,

During extended periods of shutdowns, such as refueling outages, infrequent
surveillances will be canducted,
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PATLURE DATA
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The instrument which drifted below the technical epecification value was
Barksdale pre-cycled pressure switch type B27-A12 SS (GE).

Review of the instrument surveillance data shows this occurrence to be the
only deviation from Technical specification limits on Dresden Unit 2 Barksdale
pressure switches 251-3%0A-D from November 20, 1972, through January 12, 1974,
when Barksdale precycled switch was installed, to October 26, 1974, when the
last surveillance prior to shutdown for refueling was accomplished. The latest
deviation for the same type Dresden Unit 3 pressure switch 261-320 A-D,
(pre-cycled switch installed on June 31, 1974) was April 19, 1973,

Prom the time of 11 April 1972, to the time of installation of the pre-cycled
Barksdale pressure switch there had been 11 times during which similar type
ewitches have deviated below the technical epecificaticn limit, Since the
ingtallation of the pre-cycled Barksdale pressure switch (January 12, 1974
for Unit 2 and June 31, 1974 for Unit 3) this has been the first occurrence
of this type of switch deviating below the technical specification limit,

Sincerely,

Q.. et

VH, B, Stephicnson
Superintendent

BBS ;Wi s gmp
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PMS JAMES G KEPPLER, REG IONAL DIRECTOR, DIRECTORATE OF RECULATORY
OPERATIONS REGION 3, WUX

US NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 799 ROOSEVELT RD
GLEN ELLYN IL 60137

SUBJECT: DPR~-19, DRESDEN NUCLEAR POWER STATION, UNIT 2.

THIS WILL CONFIRM THE CONVERSATION WITH MR JOHNSON OF YOUR OFFICE AT
1430 HOURS THIS DATE CONCERNING ITEM 1., DRIFT OF PRESSURE SWITCHES
2-261-30A, B, C, AND D WHICH ISOLATE MAIN STEAM L INES ON LOW
PRESSURE. ALL SWITCHES WERE PRECOND IT IONED TYPE, SWITCHES WERE

IMMED IATELY RESET TO PROPER VALUES. SWITCHES HAVE SEEN O PRESSURE
FOR ALMOST 5 MONTHS AND THIS MAY BE FACTOR IN THE DRIFT., ITEM 2,
FAILURE OF UNIT 2 DIESEL GENERATOR TO START FOLLOWING MINOR
MAINTENANCE WHMEN STARTING AIR SOLENOID STUCK. STRUCK SOLONOIDC AND IT

POSITIONED TO START THE DIESEL. SOLONOID BEING INSPECTED NOW,
B B STEPHENSON SUPERINTENDENT DRESDEN NUCLEAR POWER STATION
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