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Dear Dr. Morris:

Thic is to report a condition relating to the cperation of the
station in which the Unit 3 125 V DC battery was found to be discharged
and the 125 V DC battery charger inoperable while the plant was at 600
Mde. Tae battery and battery charger ware required to be operable by
Section 3.98 of the Techuical Specifications.

Problem and Initial Action

On the 12 MN - 8§ AM shift of September 15, 1970, the Unit 3
125 V DC battery charger tripped several times. Investigation revealed
that the charger was producing maximum anperage and subsequently tripping
on thermal overload, Further investigation revealed what appeared to bLe
a cyclic ground on the Unit 3 125 V DC system.

Efforts to lccate the cause of the trouble were unsuccessful
and by 8:00 a.,m, September 15, 1970, it was determined that the battery
was discharged and that the battery charger would no longer produce proper
voltage., Tie Unit 3 125 V DC battery an! battery charger were declared
inoperable at this time. Continued reactor operation was allowed by
Section 3.9.,B.3 of the Technical Specifications.

The Unit 2 reserve 125 V DC bus was transferred to be supplied
from the Unit 2 battery and the 2/3 125 V DC battery charger was placed
on the Unit 3 battery to begin recharging it,
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Iaveatigation and Corrective Action

. —

A thoreugh investigation revealed a Unit 3 construction wiring
error that connected 115 V AC to the 125 V DC at a limit switch. This was
corrected immediately,

It is beileved that the AC signal caused the battery discharge
by three methods:

a, Blocking the Lattery charge output,

b. Tielrg the bacttery positive (+) and negative (=) buses together
through the AC systems transformer.

¢. Creating a higher than normal driving voltage for normal DC
loads.

Trouble shooting of the battery charger revealed a blewn control
circuit board. This was replaced and the Unit 3 125 V DC battery charger
tested satisfactorily on September 17, 1970,

The Unit 2 125 V DC battery reached fully chazged status ou Septem=

ber 19, 1970, At this time the Unit 3 125 V DC battery and bLattcery charger
was declaved operable and the batiery system returned Lo nornal lineup,

This incident has been reviewed by the Station Review Roard and

it was concliuded that the initial action and corrective actions were proper,

Very truly youre,

WK e

H. K. Hoyt
Superintendent
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