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Jear Dr, Morris:

fhis is Co report a conldition relating te the operation of tie
station whea during routine surveillance #2 Staundby Diesel Generator
failed to start following a mapual initiation sigual.,
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Problem, Iuvestigation anc Corrective Action

Y

Oi November 2, 1970, while couductingz routine surveillaace on
the Unit 2 Diesel Cenerator, the diesel failel to start follow ing
manual ~tart signal,

lavestigation revealed that the pinion gear on the lower starting

air motor had failed to engage the engine ring gear, thus preveating the
normal start sequence of the ciesel sturting air motors, The probable

cause for the failure was an accumulation of oil and scale found beneath
(he seat of the starting air solenoid valve, which prevented proper engaga-
ment of the starting air motor pinion gear,

e starting air solenoid valve was Jisassembled, cleuned and
returned to service and the lower pinion gear was repositioned to allow
proper eugagemeni with the engine ring gear. The diesel was then returned
to service and successfully restaried three times to veiify its operability.
buring the period the Unit #2 diesel was unavailable, the Unit 2/2 diesel
was started and loaded to prove its operability in accordance with Section
3.9.8.2 of the Technical Specifications. The total time that Unit #2
diesel was unavailable was less than 12 hours, The bendix drive and solenoid
will be inspected in the near future on both the Unit 2 and 2/3 diesels. <
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Dr. Peter A, Morris Page 2 becember 2, 1970

The failure of the solenoid valve to seat maintained a coustaat
pressure against the lower pinion gear and combined with previous running
of the engine had also wora some of the bevel off the pinion gear.,
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