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Washington, D. C. 20545 x f
Dear Mr. O' Leary:

UNUSUAL EVENT NOS. 250-74-3 AND 251-74-3 ,

TURKEY POINT PLANT UNITS 3 AND 4
. UTILIZATION OF 151 PROPER CAPACITORS

-

JP THE RuD L% i mL C16"' S'

In accordance with Technical Specification 6.6.2b, the followin;
unusual event is reported:

b' Capacitor failures in the rod contrel power supply filter assemblies
have caused car. trol rod drous which have initiated turbine runbacks.

used in the mv ohlu and ,Latianary f,rippcr coil;These capac1Luin 4

aie

of the control rod drive mechanism. They are manufactured by the Mid-
wec Company and use mylar as the dielectric material. The capacitors
failed because they were unabic to withstand the voltage spikes i.
herent in the stationary gripper thyrictor circuits. ,

The problem has been taken up wiC 'he .. > .in & '

,e
- vestigating a suitable replac ciaen t capacitur. Until a replatein s t

been found, the reactor vendor recommended that the capacitors be dis
connected from the circuit, as this would not prevent the rod contrel
circuitry from performing its intended safety function. Th'is rec-<

e ommendation was implemented as a special test to be conducted until
the arrangement either proves unsatisfactory or a replacement is
available. The capacitors were disconnected from Units 3 and 4 on )'
June _12, and 17, 1974, respectively.
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cc: 3!:. Norman C. 'to::c l e y d. h .y
Jack R. Newman, Esquire e;'
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