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May 21, 1973

Re 1Indian Point Unit No. 2
AEC Docket No., 50<247
Facility Operating License
DPR=26

e

Mr, John F. O0'Leary, Director

Directorate of Licensing
ire rate {censing
U. S. Atemic Energy Commission
Washington, D. C. 20545
Sndy s ‘BCLinve
5458 ) ire. O A-"‘l‘.r:'
In accordance with the requiresents of Technical Specification 6.6.1.E.
I »
ch was identi

we wish tLo inform you of an abnormal occurrence whi ie

on May 11, 1973 at 2230 hours. During pressurization of the reacto

coolant systen preparatory to starting reactor coolant pumps for the

performance of a hydrostatic leak test of the Reactor Coolant Systen,

prior to initial criticality, a leak was observed in valve number 20LB
1 t i 4

* has been replaced, The replacement

%

Valve No. 204} nt t

ments of codes and standards sprlicable to the desig procurenent of

equipment a® outlined in the Indian Point Unit No. 2 FSAR. A hydrostatic
of the reactor coolant system was performed to insure the integrity

4
t,
of the new valve ard associated welds,

s the require-

.
28

.

Mr. A, Faczano of the Region I Regulatory Operations office of the U. 8.
Atonic Energy Commission was notified by telephone on May 12, 1973 of the
occurrence. In addition, a letter was telecopied to the Director of the
Region I Office, Mr., J. P. O'Reilly, on May 14, 1973.

fhe valve that experienced the leakage will be subjected to analysis at
i the Westinghouse Research Lab. to identify the specific cause and nature
of the defect. This investigation will include:

(a) Compilation of a history of the valve after its installation in
Unit No. 2.

(b) Photographs and physical measurements of the valve. /17’

(¢) Radiographs of the valve body. 5 ' A
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which is cated in the charging line to Loop 21. Subsequent investigation
indicated that the leakaze war apparently due to a defect in the area of
the stud holes permitting reactor cooclant makeup to seep into two of the
stud holes and from there into the containment atmosphere.
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(d) Dye penctrant inspection.

(e) Fractography on specimens in the area where leakage occured.
(f) A chemical analysis of the valve body material.
Following the completing of this program, results of the investigation

will be made available at the site for review by the Regulatory Operations
inspector.

For a namber of reasons, the safety implications of the occurrence are
considered glight. The first of these considerations is that the leak
was of a very minor rate and was well within the make-up capability of
the Chemical end Volume Control System. Secondly, a check valve is
located downstream of valve 204B and this would prevent leakage directly
out of the Reactor Coolant System had the valve leakase in some way be-
come excessive. A further consideration with regard to the safety im-
plications is that the leakaze, had it been radicactive, which it was
not, was into the centainment atmosphere and therefore would not have
resulted in any danger to the health and safety of the pudblic. RFurther-
more, the leakage would have been detected and identified by one of the
four methods for monitoring leakage in containment as specified in
Technical Specification 3.1.F had the plant been in operation. Finally,
the plant was in a cold shutdown condition with the system pressure
below 500 psig at the time of the occurrence. Consequently, the occurrs
ence does not represent a significant hazards consideration.

Our Ruclear Facilities Safety Committee has reviewed the circumstances

of this cccurrence and concurs thal it does not represent a significant
haza>ds congideration.

Very truly yours
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.7 % William E. Caldwell, Jr.
ds Vice Presidgnt

Copy to James P. 0'Reilly (AEC)



