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Seabrook Inspector

Fakes Data, Says PS
Of New Hampshire

ByoWaw Srarrr Jounnar Staff Reporter

SEABROOK, N.H - Public Service Co. of
New Hampshire said a weld inspecior
checking construction of the Seabrook nu
clear power plant had falsified inspection re
cords

Public Service said the inspector, whe
worked for the welding subcontractor on the
project, had been responsible for inspecting
2.400 welds over two years. Public Service
said the inspector had been fired, tollowing
investigations of suspicions that he hadn't
examined some piping and structural stee
welds required

PS of New Hampshire said the weids will
be checked over the next few weeks il said
it doesn't expect the inspections, or repairs
if necessary, to affect the safety, cost or
timing of completing the Seabrook nuclear
plants. It said it reported the problem to ‘he
federal Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

Public Service estimates the two-unit
Seabrook plant will cost $5.2 billion, with the
first unit comple‘ed in 1984 and the second
in 1987, Outside estirnates are higher, and
last week the state Publ Utilities Commus-
sion said the plant coulo ..st $9 billion, with
the units completed in 1986 and 1990

Public Service said the welding inspector
worked for Pullman Higgins, a joint veature
between J.C. Higgins Co., a closely held
company based in 3toughton, Mass.. and
Pullman Power Products Co., @ Williams-
port, Pa.. unit of Wheelabrator-Frye Inc.,
which is in turn owned by Signal Cos. An of
ficial of Pullman-Higgins couldnt be
reached for comment. Public Service de
chined to name the weld inspector.
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OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS NEWS SUMMARY . MAY 6, 1983

WASHINGTON--The Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 1n a 5-0 vote, said 1t will fssue
an order by June 9 suspending operation of the Indian Point nuclear power reactors
unless significant deficiencies cited by the Federal Emergency Management Agency
in emergency plans are eliminated. The Commission safd it will change its =mind

if deficiencies in emergency planning no longer exist by that time; or adequate
interim actions have been or will be taken; that the deficiencies are shown to

be not significant; or that “"other compelling reasons exist to permit operation of
the facility, or there are other factors Justifying continued operation.” The
Commission set oral presentations by the plant operators and other interested

governmental agencies for May 26. New York Times, Washington Post, Wall Street
Journal, 5/6.

Point. They incTude excerpts from statements on the NRC decision--NRC Chafrman
Nunzio J. Palladino: "I believe a workable sclution is possible to tne emergency
planning deficiencies. . .I would urge that al) interested groups. . .work together
to reach a solution.” Commissioner John Ahearne: "If emergency planning is to
have any meaning, we must be prepared to do what we said we would." In addition to
the excerpts, the Times carried biographical sketches of the five NRC Commissioners;
2 30-vear history of the problems at Indian Point; an analysis of what lead to the
ruling on Indfan Point; and a series of questions and answers on the cost of
shutting down Indian Point. 5/6. -

The New York Times carried a number of articles related to the MRC ruling on Indian

SEABROOK, NH--Public Service Co. of New Hampshire said it has reported to the NRC
that a subcontractor weld inspector checking construction of the Seabrook nuclear
power plant had falsified inspection records. The utility said piping and

structural steel welds will be checked over the next few weeks. Wall Street Journal,
5/6. v

TOLEDO, OH--Toledo Edison said it expects to reduce electricity rates by as much as

142 because of efficiencies generated by the Davis-Besse nuclear station. Wall
Street Journal, 5/6. z‘-.‘—// ' -

The Baltimore Evenin Sud‘karried a short article on General Public Utilities
Chairman William Kuhns telling shareholders that the company is looking at a

restart of Three Mile Island 1 in July. 5/5.
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Re or’f‘?alsmed Seabrook
records limited to one worker

" By PEYTON FLEMING R
Democrat Staff Writer N

SEABROOK — Some 1,99 welds
are being re-evaluated at the
Seaibrook nuclear plant, because a
quality-control inspector fired last
raoath had reported completing the
inspections without apparently doing
the work.

According to a report filed Monday
by Putlic Serviee Co. of N.H. with
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(_ibe Nuclear Regulatory Comtmsslon
33 percent of the welds in question
are safety-related.

The report also stated that the fal-
sification of records was limited to
just the one employee fired four
weeks ago for that offense. Officials
refuse to identify the employee.

The report was based on informa<
tion from Pullman-Higgins Co. of
Williamsport,  Pa., the pipe-fitting
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15 months, was involved in 2,408 ex-
acinations on 1.966 welded joints in
piping, pipe braces and structurai
steel. Sixty-five percent of the welds
were noo-safety-related, 33 percent
were safety-related and 2 percent
were “‘other' types.

The employee allegedly filed. re-
ports on weld inspec when the
work [ :4n't been done."de became
suspect when he performed inspec-
tions alone that required attention of
more than one individual, according
to previous reports.

Pullman-Higgins is now complet-
ing a re-examination program of all
the readily accessible welds checked
by the inspector, regardless of their
classification, according to Ca-
vanaugh.

Those welds which are not readily
accessible will be evaluated as to
their “‘potential impact ou safety,”
be said.

Cavanaugh said “anything that is
safety-related will receive a thor-
ruxh evaluation regardless of where
t 3 ” 1

and welding conu-acwr thlt had
hu'ed the inspector.

“The contractor has completed
statistical sampling of inspections
performed by other inspectors and
has determined the situation was re-
stricted to one individual,’ said Pub-
lic Service Co. of New Hampshire
spokesman John Cavanaugh, read- -
ing a press release Tuesday.

PSNH is 35 percent owner of the -
Seabrook project.

Cavanaugh said the employee, whe

_bad warkedlee-Pullman-Higgins for

———— -

However, he would not go so far as
to say all the safety-related weids at.
inaccessible locations will be inspect-
ed. ““At this point, [ cm’t (be sure),”
Cavanaugh said.

The cost of re-evaluation is
being covered by Pullman-Higgins
and the price tag will not be added to

the total Seabrook project, now esti-,

mated at more than $5 billion.

The re-exzminations will not affect
the scheduled completiop dates of
Units 1 and 2, according to Ca-
vanaugh. e ot
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Yelfore proceeding o £i1) this reguest.

If you have any Juections, plea
at the numbter orn tre lettertead. As
éxpect a reply withir ten working des
your acsicstance.

dc not hes’ tate 3¢ contact me
€ FOIA providez, 1 shall
Trank you ir aidvar-e for

Sincerely,
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