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Jersey Central Power & Light Company

MADISON AVENUE AT PUNCH BOWL ROAD ® MORRISTOWN, N.J. 07960 ® S39-6111

December 19, 1972

Mr. A. Giambusso OFC: 1979
Deputy Director for Reactor Projects

Directorate of Licensing

United States Atomic Energy Commission

washington, D. C. 20545

Dear Mr. Giambusso:

Subject: Oyster Creek Station
Docket No. 50-219
Floor Drain Sample Tank -- Recycle Line Failure

The purpose of this letter is to advise you of a violation
of the Technical Specifications Paragraph 3.6.B -- Unmonitored release
to the environment due tc a failure of the recycle line to floor drain
sample tank "A" external to the radioactive waste treatment building.
This is considered to be an abnormal occurrence as defined in the
Technical Specifications Pavagraph 1.15.B and D.

On December 6, 1972, while recirculating floor drain sample
tank "A" prior to sampling, a failure occurred in the recirculation
line allowing floor drain sample tank water with an activity of
2.05 x 107% uci/cc to spray into and beyond a curbed area surrounding
both floor drain sample tanks and both waste sample tanks located
external to the radioactive waste treatment facility. The water
drained from the curbed area through a two-way valve lined up to
direct rainwater drainage to the discharge canal via the service
water overboard line, resulting in an unmonitored release to the
environs. Water was also evident in a small area just outside of
the curbed sectioan.

The cause of the failure was corrosion and errosion in an
elbow on the carbon steel recirculation line to floor drain sample
tank "A",

Tank recirculation was stopped immediately upon discovering
the failed line. The total time involved was apppeximately 20 minutes.
Measures were taken to decontaminate the area outside the curbed section.
Blotter paper was used to absorb the excess water. Smears taken in this
arca showed a maximum contamination level{ 800 d/m. The two-way valve
which had been aligned so that rainwater would be directed to the dis-
charge canal was realigned to direct water collected inside the curbed
arca to the 1-9 sump im the radwaste facility. The leak was repaired
by welding and the floor drain recirculation line returned to service.
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Based on the churt recorder indication, the maximum amount
of water released was 50 gallons. This release occurred during a 20-
minute period at a release rate of 2-1/2 gpm.

Concurrently, wnaste sample tank "B'" was being released via
the identical path to the discharge canal at 17.5 gpm. To evaluate
whether or not the limits of 10CFR20 were exceeded, the weighted
average concentration was determined tc be 3.13 x 1072 uci/cc for
the combined release. The total curies released during the 20-
mingte period were 4.73 x 1072 curies excluding tritium and 6.93 x
1072 curies of tritium. Of this, 4.0 x 10-3 curies excluding tritium
and 1.89 x 104 curies of tritium were due to water from the leak.
On an identified isotopic bhasis, the permissible release rate would
be 341 gpm. As the combination of the two releases only totaled 20
gpm, the limits of 10CFR20 were not exceeded and, therefore, the
significance of this event was minimal.

Tc prevent a recurrence of this event, the drains from
this curbed area will be directed to the 1-9 radwaste sump. In

addition, we will verify that the surge tank curbed area drains
are directed into a radwaste sump.

We are enclosing forty copies of this report.
Very truly yours,

Somald G Eat—

Donald A. Ross
Manager, Nuclear Generating Stations

DAR/pk
Enclosures

cc: Mr. J. P. O'Reilly, Director
Directorate of Regulatory Operations, Region 1



UNITED STATES
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

DIRECTORATE OF REGULATORY OPERATIONS
REGION 1

970 BROAD STREET
NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 07102
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