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While in Mode 5 (Cold Shutdown). Diesel Generator No. 1-3 automatically
started because of 4 KV startup power bus undervoltage for Unit 1. The cause
of this event was operator error in that a licensed operator neglected to
place the Unit 2 Diesel Generator No.1-3 selector switch in manual prior to
opening the startup feeder breaker.
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On March 16, 1984 at 1356 PST, while in Mode 5 (Cold Shutdown) with the 4 KVI

I busses being supplied through the station. auxiliary transformers, the opening
of the Unit 1 Startup' Power Feeder Breaker (52-HG-15) (BKR) by a control
operator resulted in the automatic start of Diesel Generator No.1-3 (EK) on
startup bus undervoltage. To ensure a reliable power supply for vital bus
loads supplied through this breaker, an undervoltage sensor is incorporated

i which will automatically start the in-service diesel generator.

On each station electrical panel (PL) for Units 1 and 2 (both units share a4

common control room), a Diesel Generator No. 1-3 selector switch is installed
,

with two positions, " auto" or " manual". Placing the selector switch in " auto"
aligns Diesel Generator No. 1-3'to automatically start upon receipt of any

3

initiating signal from either unit. The manual position defeats this
1 automatic actuation but allows manual starting of.the Diesel Generator No. 1-3
{ from the Control Room.

Prior to this event, the Unit 1 Startup Power, Feeder Breaker (52-HG-15) was
removed from the circuit breaker cabinet for planned maintenance. A spare
breaker was installed and placed in service,during this maintenance period.

i

When the control operator prepared to open the Unit 1 Startup Power Feeder
Breaker (52-HG-15) for changeout, he placed the Unit 1 Diesel
Generator No.1-3 selector switch in " manual" to prevent automatic start of

j the diesel. The operator failed to observe the lamacoid labeling on the .
! Unit 1 station electric panel, directing him to likewise position the selector
i switch on the Unit 2 station electric panel. When the startup power feeder
j breaker was opened, the resulting bus undervoltage signal was directed through
j the Unit 2 selector switch to start Diesel Generator No. 1-3.
4

i Diesel Generator No. 1-3 was secured from the Control Room. Upon reclosing
i the Unit 1 Startup Power Feeder Breaker, the operator repositioned the Unit 1
i selector switch to " auto". The event was discussed between the Shift Foreman

and the operator involved and the need to assure the proper position ~of the
,

: Unit 2 Diesel Generator No. 1-3 mode selector. switch is being reinforced in
i operator training. Additionally, an engineering eva'uation of the Unit 1 and.

Unit 2 Diesel Generator No. 1-3 mode selection circuitry is being made to
j determine if a design change is appropriate.

'An inadvertent start of Diesel Generator No. 1-3 in any mode of operation
; would pose.no possible safety consequences or decrease any safety margin as-
i defined in the FSAR. s

A similar event was reported in LER 84-005-00. .
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" PACIFIC GAS AND E LE C T RI C C O M PANY

F6E*d3 { 77 BE ALE STREET * SAN FRANOISCO, CALIFORNI A 94106. (415) 7814211 TWX 910-372 6587

JAMESO HIFFER

DEPARTMENT OF NUCLEAR PLANT OPERATONS
NUCLEAR POWER GENERATCN

April 16, 1984

PGandE Letter No.: DCL-84-143

Document Control Desk
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Cocmission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Re: Docket No. 50-275, OL-DPR-76
Diablo Canyon Unit 1
Licensee Event Report 84-009-00
Inadvertent Start of Diesel Generator

Gentlemen:

Pursuant to 10 CFR 50.73, the enclosed Licensee Event Report is submitted
concerning the inadvertent start of Diesel Generator No. 1-3.

This event has in no way affected the public's health and safety.

Sincerely,

Enclosure
,

*

cc: J. B. Martin
Service List
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