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GE Nuclear Energy

May 11, 1995 MFN No. 071-95
Docket STN 52-004

Document Control Desk
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington DC 20555

Attention: Dennis M. Crutchfield, Associate Director
for Advanced Reactors and License Renewal
Office of Nuciear Reactor Regulation

Subject: REVISED SCHEDULE FOR REVIEW OF THE SBWR
TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM.

References: 1. Letter, Dennis M. Crutchfieid (NRC) to J. E. Quinn (GE), REVISED
SCHEDULE FOR REVIEW OF THE TESTING AND ANALYSIS
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION (TAPD) FOR THE GE SBWR, dated
March 21, 1995.
, Letter MEN No. 018-95, J. E. Quinn (GE) to R. W. Borchardt (NRC),
APPROACH TO ACHIEVE CLOSURE OF ITEMS RELATED TO
THE GE SBWR TAPD, dated February 14, 1995.
. 3 Letters MFN Nos. 04595 and 046-95; SBWR Test and Analysis
Program Description, NED-32391, Revision B; dated April 13,
1995.
4. Letter MFN No. 052-95, . E. Quinn (GE) to R. W. Borchardt
(NRC), GE PANDA Audit Report, dated April 17, 1995.
Letter MEN No. 06895, |. E. Quinn (GE) to T. E. Quay
(NRC); SBWR, MINUTES OF TELECON WITH NRC ON
APRIL 6, 1995; dated April 28, 1995.

1]

We have reviewed your Reference 1 letter and appreciate your effort in evaluating our
February 14 letter (Reference 2). This letter addresses our specific expectations from
the NRC for documentation of the NRC review of the key near term SBWR Technology
Phase submittals.

Test and Analysis Program Description (TAPD) Revision B:

We feel that we need a timely written expression of agreement (which could take the
form of a letter - a DSER is not necessary) that the relevant items have been
satisfactorily addressed, or timely Requests for Additional Information (RAls) on the
FAPD Rev. B (Reference 3). Testing preparations are nearing completion at all three
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test facilities, and TAPD Rev. B is intended to resolve the key programmatic testing
related issues. We have developed Rev. B in close cooperation with the NRC Staff. We
would expect the NRC Staff to concur that the issues are fully addressed and that the
tests planned are reasonable and acceptable barring any surprises that may come from
the tests. We request you to reevaluate and determine if a written expression of NRC
concurrence with TAPD Rev. B could be issued by mid June 1995,

TAPD Revision C:

TAPD Rev. C is intended to close out the remaining programmatic issues raised in the
DSER on the TAPD Rev. A. These relate primarily to the clarification and expansion of
the Phenomena Identification and Ranking Tables (PIRT) and completion of global
scaling of the test facilities. The TAPD Rev. C will be submitted by the end of August
1995. GE intends to present this information concurrently to the ACRS Thermal
Hydraulics Phenomena Subcommittee for their review. We request that you reevaluate
and determine if a SER could be issued by the end of October 1995,

TRACG Model LTR NED-32176:

Our understanding is that the TRACG Model Licensing Topical Report (LTR) NED-
32176 (submitted in February, 1993) review is nearly complete. There have been
several rounds of Requests for Additional Information (RAIs) which have been closed
for some time. NRC has requested several clarifications and additional detail which has
been discussed with the Staff (Reference 5). We request that you consider issuing a
Draft Safety Evaluation Report (DSER) on this LTR mid year 1995 so that we can have a
clear appreciation of any remaining NRC concerns. A revision to this LTR will be
submitted by the end of 1995; this is ahead of the Reference 2 schedule. This LTR is
not dependent on the testing results. We request that you issue a SER by the end of
May 1996 (based on 2 months for NRC review and submittal of RAls to GE, 1 month for
GE to satisfactorily respond to the RAls, and 2 months for NRC to issue the Model LTR
SER).

TRACG Qualification LTR NED-32177:

Our understanding is that the TRACG Qualification topical report NED-32177
(submitted February 1993) review is also nearly complete. NRC has requested
substantial additional information, some of which comes from the Testing part of the
Program. We request that you consider issuing a DSER on this LTR by the end of year
1995, A Supplement to this report which has been discussed with the Staff will be
submitted April 1996, As indicated in Reference 2 pre-test and preliminary validation
calculations are being provided on a timely basis. We request that the review of the
Supplement be conducted such that a SER could be issued by mid-September 1996,
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TRACG Application LTR NED-32178:

Our understanding of the TRACG Application topical report NED-32178 (submitted
February 1993) review is that it is least complete and most dependent on completion of
the testing and evaluation of calculational uncertainties. It will be revised and
resubmitted in April 1996 as indicated in Reference 2. We have agreed with the Staff to
keep them informed of the testing, the TRACG testing analyses, and the development
of the application methodology such that most of the materials included in the April
1996 revision will already have been reviewed. We request that review of the Revision
result in an issued SER by mid-September 1996.

As you requested, we have provided a discussion of the actions in response to the
PANDA operational readiness review in Reference 4. Those actions required for the

PANDA Steady State tests have been completed.

We wish to develop a mutually acceptable schedule, and agree that your timely review
depends in large part on complete and timely submittals by GE. We intend to do this.

Sincerely, (/ -

- L

James E. Quinn, Projects Manager

LMR and SBWR Programs

e P. A. Boehnert (NRC/ACRS) (2 paper copies plus E-Mail)
I. Catton (ACRS) (1 paper copy plus E-Mail)
S. Q. Ninh (NRC) (2 paper copies plus E-Mail)
J. H. Wilson (NRC) (1 paper copy plus E-Mail)
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