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January 5, 1979

Mr. K. V. Seyfrit
'

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Cc= mission
Office of Inspection and Enforcement
Region IV
611 Ryan Plaza
Suite 1000
Arlington, Texas 76011

Dear Sir:

This report it submitted in accordance with Section 6.7.2.B.2 of the
Technical Specifications for Cocper Nuclear Station and discusses a
reportable occurrence that was discovered on December 6, 1978. A
licensee ever.t report . form is also enclosed.

Report No.: 50-298-78-39
Report Date: January 5, 1979
Occurrence Date: December 6,1978
Facility: Cooper Nuclear Station

Brownville, Nebraska 6S321

Identification of Occurrence:
A condition which resulted in operation in a degraded mode per-
mitted.by a limiting condition for operation as delineated in
Sectice. 3.9.B.3 of the Technical Specifications.

Conditions Prior to Occurrence:
Steady state power operation at approximately 98% reactor power.

Descriptien of Occurrence:
D.uru g performance of Surveillance Procedure 6.3.12.1 prior tc
ret u rning the number one diesel generater to service af ter main-
te: : :ce , the diesel engine failed to reach full speed.

Designa::.on of Apparent Cause of Occurrence:
Due to an accumulation of dirt and rust particles, a four way
scienoid valve plunger stuck in mid position exhausting air f rom
t ., exhaust port thus reducing the 60 psig control air pressure.
Ta.s reduction in control air pressure caused the air operated
e n ;ine inlet air shutdeun dampers to remain almost closed re-
::icting the engine air intake, causing the engine to run at

n duced speed.

@1/,.,. m , j ,. 7. _ .. , r. . ,i
. *r . ..t

.
8

.

M 1.. 3 ; M: * ,J : t.|i'. . J i, * : '

/( {
' b u h :_ ) 3 ; i.;*

.

6Iiol 3 0 0 / M N



. . ..
. _ _ _ . _ . __ _ __ ______ _ -

.

.

.

Mr. K. V. Seyfrit
January 5, 1979
Page 2.

Analysis of Occurrence:

The diesel generator had previously been re=oved fro: service #or
inspection of engine ca: rollers. Prior to this maintenance the
redundant diesel generator and ECCS cc=ponents were tested and
proven operable. The four way solenoid valve had operated properly
for four years prior to this occurrence. This occurrence presented
no adverse consequences fro = the standpoint of public health and
safety.

Corrective Action:
The four way solenoid valve was disassenbled and cleaned. Correct
operation of the four way valve was verified.

The si=ilar solenoid valve on diesel engine number two was also
inspected and cleaned. The annual inspection, Precedure 6.3.12.6,
has been revised to include checking this four way solenoid valve.

Sincerely,

'

+t? cai
A u iWm
L. C. Lessor
Station Superintendent
Cooper Nuclear Station
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