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EVENT DESCRIPTION AND PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES
212] | During normal operation an operator dw‘scovered a cracked weld on the §
573) | suction line of 23 reactor coolant charging pump at 1815. The small leak |
reTz) | (60 drops/min) was immediately isclated. The crack was repaired and 23 1
[cTs) | charging pump returned to service at 180C on 12/26/78. 21 and 22 reactor 1
[6Te] | coolant pumps remained operable throughout Jns event. LER's 78-18 (U-2) 1
[e13) | and 78-31 (U-1) describe similar events. 1
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CAUSE DESCRIPTION AND CCRRECTIVE ACTIO ‘S \‘7>

[c) | Leak occurred due to a crack in the charcing pump suction 1ine piping. See |
[T737] | ettachment for further details. B
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CAUSE DESCRIPTION AND CORRECTIVE ACTIONS: (CONTINKUED)

Leak occurred due to a crack in the charging pump suction line piping.

The crack was in the heat affected area of the socket weld for the suction
relief valve branch 1ine. Fatigue from pump operation during heat-up

and cooldown and/or vibration of the line appears to have been the

cause of the leak. A design modification (FCR 78-1004) has been

initiated that will add desurgers to the charging pumps. This installa-
tion should alleviate the vibration problem and prevent further cracks
from occurring at the branch connections.



