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LER 83-042/99X-0
STATION BATTERY STORAGE CELL (LCU-19)

LEAKING FROM CELL CASING

I. CURRENT ACTIVITIES AT THE TIME OF THE OCCURRENCE

TMI Unit 1 was ig a hot shutdown condition. Four (4) RCP's in operation,
primary temp. 533 F and primary pressure 2159,

IT. CIKCUMSTANCES LEADING TO THE OCCURRENCE

On October 4, 1983 on the 3-11 shift while ona walkthrough of the "A"
Battery Room a CRO observed cell #29 was leaking. The CRO reported the
leaking cell to corrective electrical maintenance. On Otober 4, 1983 a
Job Ticket (CC203) was initiated to investigate and repair/replace battery
cell.

ITI. DESCRIPTION

The crack is suspected of being located on the side of the battery cell.
Due to cell location, in the battery rack this could not be verified.

The battery cell does not appear to have excessive sediment build-up on the
bottom (inside) of cell casing and the plates are not swollen. Based on
the amount of leakage out of the cell, *he crack is suspected to be very
small. Cell voltage and specific gravity have remained within surveillance
limits. While not reportable by Technical Specification, this event is
being reported as an event of potential interest since the NRC is investi-
gating cell aging (Reference IE Notice 83-11).

IV. RESULTANT EVENTS

Cell #29 has remained in service. Cell voltage and specific gravity have
not varied compared to readings taken prior to detection of the leak.

V. PREVIOUS EVENTS OF A SIMILAR NATURE

Cell #98 was replaced in the "A" battery on November 23, 1980 due to a
cracked cell casing.

VI. ROOT CAUSE

Exact cause is unknown. Possible cause due to aging of material used to
make battery cell casings.

VII. IMMEDIATE CORRECTIVE ACTION

Monitor cell voltage and specific gravity for change in value.

VIII. LONG TERM CORRECTIVE ACTION

Replacement cell will be ordered and the cell will be replaced. The monthly
surveillance procedure includes monitoring all battery cells for signs of
cell leakage. Battery cells found to be leaking will be documented and replaced.
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