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. Report Number: 83-059/03L
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Report Date: 12-13-83

Occurrence Date: 11-28-83

Facility: Salem Generating Station Unit 1
Public Service Electric & Gas Company
Hancock's Bridge, New Jersey 08038
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ADENTIFICATION OF QCCURRENCE:
Containment Systems - 13C' El. Containment Air Lock - Inoperable.

This report was initiated by Incident Report 83-212

CONDITIONS PRIOR TO OCCURRENCE:
Mode 1 - Rx Power 100 % - Unit Load 1140 MwWe.

DESCRIFTION QF OCCURRENCE:

At 04090 hours, November 28, 1983, during normal power operation, while
performing routine air lock testing surveillance, the 130' Elevation

Air Lock interior door exhibited a leakage ratc greater than the

maximum allowed by SP(0)4.6.1.3.a. The air lock was declared inoperable
and Technical Specification Action Statement 3.6.1.3 was entered. The
exterior door remained operable throughout the occurrence.

APPARENT CAUSE OF OCCURRENCE:

Investigation revealed that the outer seal on the interior door was
not seated properly in the groove. Problems with seal ieakage have
been previously documented, and can in most instances be attributed to
one of the following:

a. Improper operation of the air lock during normal use,
b. Improper operation of the air lock during routine testing, and
¢c. Performance of air lock testing with 47 psig test pressure.

Explanation: a. Swinging the door too rapidly results in the knife
edges striking the seals, moving them out of proper
position.

b. Pressurizing or bleeding off the test pressure too
rapidly can cause the seals to move out of their
proper position.

¢. Testing with 47 psig (as presently required) is an
excessive test pressure which aggravates the problem
of unseating the seals during the testing process.

In all cases, the result is uneven seating of the knife edges, causing
the seals to exhibit excessive leakage during subsequent testing.
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