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July 6, 1990

Dr, Thomas Mutley, Direcior

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
US. Nudlear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20858

APPLICATION FOR WITHHOLDING PROPRIFTARY
INFORMATION FROM PUBLIC DISCLOSURI

Subject “Heat Loss to the Ambient from Spent Fuel Pool: Correlation of Theory with
Experniments’, repont HI-90477

Dear Dr, Murley

The proprietary information for which withholding 18 being requested by GPU Nuoclear s
further identitied in an affidavit signed by the Owner of the proprietary information, Holted
International.  The affidavit, which asccompanies this letter, sets forth the basis on which
the information may be withheld trom public disclosure by the Commission and adidiesses
with specificity the considerations listed in paragraph (b)(4) ol 10CFR Section 2,790 of the
Commission’s regulations.

Accordingly, this letter authorizes the utilization of the accompanying affidavit by GPU
Nuclear,

Corpsspondence with respect 1o the proprietary aspects of the application for withholding
Y Uxj Pl

or the Holtee International affidavit should reference this letter and should be addressed
to the undersigned,

Very truly yours,

KP Singh

Presicent
Enclosure: Affidavit
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(©)

(d)

(e)

()

Its wse by a competitor would reduce his expenditure of
resources or improve his competitive position in the design,
manufacture, shipment, installation, assurance of guality, or
licensing a similar product,

It reveals cost or price nformation, production capacities,
' ‘ ] ’ o "
vudget levels, or commereial strategies of Holtee, its costomers
or suppliers.

It reveals aspects of past, present, or future Holteco or customer
funded development plans  and  programs  of  potential
commercial value 1o Holtee,

It contains patentable ideas, for which patent protection 1y
be desirable.

It is not the property of Holtec, but must be treated as
proprietary by Holtee according 1o agreements with the Owner.

Thete are sound policy reasons behind the Holtee system which
include the following:

(a)

(b)

(¢)

(d)

e e i e o

The use of such information by Holtee gives Holtec o
competitive advantage over its competitors, 1t i, therefore,
withheld from disclosure to protect the Holteo competitive
position.

It is information which is marketable in many ways. The extent
to which such information is available 1o competitors diminishes
the Holtec ability to sell products and services imvolving the use
of the information.

Use by our compeiitor would put Holtee st a competitive
disadvantage by reducing his expenditure of resources at our

expense.

Each component of proprietary information pertinent 1o
particclar competitive advantage is potentially as valuable as
the total competitive advantage. If competitors acquire
components of proprietary information, any one component may
be the key to the entire puzzle, thereby depriving Holtee of a
competitive advantage,

Unrestricted  disclosure would jeopardize the position of

prominence of Holtec in the world market, and thereby give
a market advantage to the competition in those countries,
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(i)

(v)

(v)

(f)  The Holtee capacity to invest corporate assets in resestch and
development depends upon the success in obtaining and
maintaining a competitive advantage.

The information is being transmitted to the Commission in contidence and,
under the provisions of 10CFR Section 2.790, it s to be recelved n
confidence by the Commission,

The information i not available in public sources to the best of our
knowledge and belief,

The proprietey information sought to be withheld in this submittal enubles
Holtec to:

(#)  Justify the Holtee design.
(b)  Assist its customers 10 obtain licenses,
(¢)  Meet warranties.

(d)  Provide greater operational tlexibility 1o costomers sssuring them of
safe and reliable operation,

(e)  Justify increased power capability or operating margin for planis while
assuring safe and reliable operation.

Further, the information gained from the improved thermal design procedure
is of significant commercial value as follows:

(a)  Holtec uses the information to perform and justify analyses which are
sold to customers,

(b)  Holtec sells analysis services based on the experience gained and the
methods developed.

Public disclosure of this information concerning design procedures s likely
to cause substr.i " harm to the competitive position of Holtee because
competitors o, u dize this information to assess and justify their own
designs without conn  nsurate capense.
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The parametric analyses performed and ther evaluation represent
considerat'e emount of highly qualified development effort. This work was
contingent upon a design method development program which has been

underway during the past two years. Altogether, a substantial amount of

money and effort has been expended by Holtec which could only be
duplicated by a competitor if he were to invest similar sums of money and
provided he had the appropriate talent available.

Further the deponent sayeth not.
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