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rirTTl 1The A/E (Bechtol) has recently notified Consumers Power Company that the GE |

g thigh speed differential relays (model 12CFD12B1A) used for differential pro-|
|tection of the Palisades Emergency Diesel Generators (D/G) are not seismi ' Io

ra n | cally qualified when in the de-energized state. With a D/G operating, the ;

| potential exists that a seismic event could cause spurious operation of the |o

m | relays resulting in a trip of the D/G. Condition Reportable per TS
1

g I6.9 2a(9). No threat to public health / safety resulted. |
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cAust essenrPTioN ANo CoRnsC'MVs actions h
g ICause attributed to improper application of the subject relays in the origi-p

g inal plant design. Palisades i>1ans to replace the relays with seismically :,

| qualified relays ,prio'r to returning the pl~ ant to operation from the current i, ,

g | refueling outage. The D/G output breakers in switchgear rooms 1-C and 1-D |
'

|have been caution tagged, identifying the potential problem with the relays. ,| , ,
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JGKeppler, Administrator
Attachment to LER 83-072
Consumers Power Company
Palisades Plant
Docket 50-255
November 29, 1983

.

Notification was recently received from the A/E (Bechtel Power Corporation) of
a problem experienced at another nuclear power plant with General Electric -

High Speed Differential Relays, model 12CFD12BlA. The A/E and the manufacturer
(GE) have determined that the . relays are not seismically qualified when in the
de-energized state, and are, in fact, sensftive to mechanical shock.

Six (6) of the subject relays are used for differential protection of the
Palisades Plant Emergency Diesel Generators. The design at Palisades is such
that with the diesels operating, the potential exists that a seismic event
(or other vibration) could cause spurious operation of the relays.resulting
in a trip of the diesel generator. If this occurred, it would be possible to
restart the diesel generator as the functioning of the relays do not
" lockout" the diesel generator from the electrical buses. c

Palisades Plant plans to replace the relays with seismically qualified -relays
prior to returning the plant to power operation from the current Refueling
Outage. In the interim period, the diesel generator output breakers in

switchgear rooms 1-C and 1-D have tags attached whic_h describes this
potential problem with the subject relays and instructs the operators to
re start the D/Gs in the event of a trip.
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General offices: 194ti West Pernall Road, Jackson, MI 49201 * (517) 788 0550

November 29, 1983

James G Keppler, Administrator
Region III
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
799 Roosevelt Road
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137

DOCKET 50-255 - LICENSE DPR-20 -
PALISADES PLANT - LICENSEE EVENT REPORT 83-72 (PHASE DIFFERENTIAL RELAYS NOT

SEISMICALLY QUALIFIED)

Attached please find Licensee Event Report 83-72 (Phase Differential Relays
Not Seismically Qualified) which is reportable to the NRC per Technical

-| Specification 6.9.2.a. (9).
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Brian D Johnson
Staff Licensing Engineer

CC Director, Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
Director, Office of Inspection and Enforcement
NRC Resident Inspector - Palisades
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