
'N Commonwrith Edison
) one First National Plaza, Chicago, IthnoisC

O Address Reply to: Post Office Box 767
Chicago Illinois 60690

September 28, 1983

Mr. Harold R. Denton, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
U.S.. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

Subject: Byron Generating Station Units 1 and 2
Braidwood Generating Station Units 1 and 2
Sensor Response Time Testing
NRC Docket Nos. 50-454, 50-455, 50-456,
and 50-457

References (a): August 15, 1983, letter from E. P. Rahe,
Westinghouse, to D. G. Eisenhut.

Dear Mr. Denton:

This is to request that the NRC review the Westinghouse technical
report provided in reference (a) and approve the use of process noise
sensor response time testing at Byron and Braidwood Stations. This
approval involves omission of License Condition 4 contemplated in the
Byron SER.

As described in Section 7.2.2.5 of the Byon SER, the NRC has
found computer-based process noise measurement to be an acceptable techni-
que for sensor response time testing. Because of limited experience with
the technique, Westinghouse prepared the technical report provided in
reference (a) to document the testing which has been done to demonstrate
the validity of this technique. Special testing is also being done at
the Callaway plant. The Byron SER indicates that special testing will,

also be required at Byron if the NRC review of the Westinghouse report is'

not completed by the time the operating license is issued.

It is requested that the NRC review promptly the Westinghouse
report "The Use of Process Noise Measurements to Determine Response
Characteristics in U.S. Plants," dated August, 1983. Early completion of
this review will make special testing unnecessary at Byron.

Please contact this office if there are questions regarding this
matter.

One signed original and fifteen copies of this letter are
provided for your use.

Very truly yours,

f $ fS "
T. R. Tramm

Nuclear Licensing Administrator ]|Cd3 |
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