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Repairs At Zimmer Called
Superficial

il BEN L KAUFMAN
Enau o Reporier

RICHARD WHITMIRE
end DAVID SHAPIRO
Garvat Mews Ser vice
VR G M, S
Limmer nuclear power station is
getting only cosmetic changes and
repalrs, quality assurance special-
ist Jeftrey M Nichols chisrged this
week

Nicuols—fired last zmomh b).!
Keaiser Engineering Zimmer
maln contractor —spelled out his
complainis in a letter o US Rep
Morris K. Udall, D-Ariz, and in an
interview with The Enquirer and
Oannett News Service.

He charged that Kalser Engl-
peering retaliated against inspec-
tors and sloppy certi-

ficstion of qualily assurance
personne! and welders at Zimmer

NICHOLS ALSO ldentified
what he sald were hardware prob-
lems tn vital safety systems An
exampie invoived what he sald
were badly cut and welded beams
and cracks in the drywell around
the reaclor

“The defect Is 80 serious that
the 1986 American wnem. Soc’l:g
commentary does not even
vide for repairs” Nichols wrote
“Those beams should just be re-

Nichols, who described himself
a5 &N aavocate of nuclear power,
sald Zimmer could be fixed up and
run right if Interested parties
showed the “right attitude ”

But that's just what's missing,
he sald “Management al Zimmer
does not have a commitment o
completing the necessary repairs
for s safe plant”™

As & result, “There could be a
fallure because we don't have any
fdes of whether the material is
what It is mppou:olo be, ml'
the people are who they -

W be, or whether the stand-
ards have been enforced 'he?
they are supposed Lo be enforced

DAVID ALTEMUEHLE, »
kesman for Cincinnat! Gas &
Co., characterized Nich-
ols’ letier o Udall as “more cries
of wolf from &n ex-employee
Altemuehle said problems In
the drywell will be sddressed by
COALE's new quality confirmation

that, Mu‘:\:eme ..l:
senior utility offic were
Washington for Thursday's hear-
4ng and could not comment on
ichols' charges.
Several

Deering’s quality assurance pro-

gram
Nichols' six-pages of charges
@10 not come up st Thursday's

hearing
am turning o you becsuse

problems have worse
ﬂ:u the Nuclear Regulatory
©Cammission (NRC issued

( )
dast November™ Nichols wrote
all, the Interior Commitiee

i

IN THE charges Nichols sent w0
Udall, he claimed.
~ e Deviations In major Zimmer
Safely analyses “threaten the
integrity of essential systems

. * Quality assurance manuals
show no “continuity of responsi-
Lbility” between CGLE, which s
overseeing construction and will
operate Zimmer, and Kalser

* Quality control over suppli-
@rs was & “flasco " CGE accepted
certificates of compliance from
one s'sel gupplier “on faith "

o Widespread blems tracin
materials, ident by the NR
&5 & major problem, began early

* Blueprints do not reflect the
plant as bullt

e Inadequate training and
eertification touches “all quality-
rhud personnel, from the qual-

Ly assurance management on
down for Kaiser and CG&E ~

e Too many required inspec-
tions and tests “simply do not
occur "

e Nichols’ “hold tag” and Non-
conformance Report on reactor
drywell problems were ignored
contrary W mandatory proce-
dures

o Management at Zimmer in-
timidates inspectors and docu-
went reviewers but ever when
Nonconformance are is-
sued, they often are circumvented

e Retaliation for disclosing
safety problems “has been a way
of iife at Zimmer . . . When I Ini-
tially identified the drywell design
mhm. my supervisor toid me to

W It In the trash can. I persist-

®d and three “ays Ia*er was forced
out of my job through an unac-
c2ptable transfer "

IT'S THAT bad and worse,
Nichols sald this week “If 1 were
allowed to go Into that plant with
Ahe authority to look where I have
$0, I can that plant is not
ready for p

On the other hand, Zimmer
€A&N “work just fine” if someone
cracks down on CG&E, Kalser and
the NRC, he sald. Nichols sald he
WBnt to Udall because the con-
tuman might be able to find &

¥ to bring in a neutral “third
g\.y" L0 oversee remedial work at

l":‘:llc sald he "orna at

Zimmer “‘on and off'’ from
November, 1981, through May
Then, he said, he was told there
‘was no work for him as a Level IT1
‘Quality engineer/trainer/systems
auditor. He's been unemployed
in:

ce
He left town Wednesday, he
Sall Lecause he feured retaliation
for his accusations
Nichols acknowledged his vul-
nerability to the “sour grapes”
thu:c. but he pointed tw his
in Washington
State as proof of his integrity
There, he went to the NRC
with a list of complaints about
safety-related procedures at
nuclear power station

ALLEN JOMNSON. bead of the
Region V mvestigation and en-

. forcement unit that checked out

, Nichols’ charges. was asked about

i Nichols

|  “We found him to be a credible

‘person.” Johnson sald “He's & le-
itimate guy. Everything he
ought to us definitely needed

attention

Fortunately, Johnson saic
(Nichols acted before any of the
problems grew out of contro!

“S8ome could have been (ssued
Notices of Violation,” Johnson
said but the NRC won compliance
from the public utility and con-
tractors without such formal ac-
tion once they had Nichols' evi-
Gence

And that's a critical difference
between Zimmer and Lthe Wash-
ington facliity, NRC ordered

remedial measures after & decade ™
©f work at Zimmer but the West
Coast facility was less than a third
complete
Nicaols cited that time ele-
ment as part of the reason he
went public. He sald he has lost
faith in the NRC, CO&E and Kais-
er “It’s been In construction for 11
years and why haven't they done it
Up to now? If they could do it, I say
“w yg:dmynvo:‘:ﬂhnn done 1"
ay. Nic is ™
with the Oonmmenmou‘::n:!
Abllity Project (GAP), which is
Elﬂuml other complaints against
mmer
GAP has a reputation of being
anti-nuclear, Nichols conceded,
but he Is working with it because
GAF offers an “avenue w make
correclions in Whe Industry -
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Witness
Castigates
Zimmer

PAUL Al EXANDER
Pross

DOLUMBUS, Ohio—Of the 10 15
fiuclesr power plants under con-
:unxm In an eight-stale area,

Zimmer facility near Moscow,
Ohio, has been the biggest prob-
lem as far as quality assurance

Whewsie

® NRC criticized, Zimmer
delay looms; Page D-1.

controls, & Nuclear Regulatory
Commission official testified

The licensee of the
facility, innat! Gas & Electric
Co., was fined $200,000 in Novem-
Der, 1981, for the quality assurance
program, which was too under-
staffed W tightly check construc-
tion. said Gene Warnick, director
of enforcement and investigation
for the NRC's Reglon Il

The probiems also led the NRC
6o deny CG&E an operating Ii-
cense Lhis year.

NLT INSPECTIONS of the fa-
eility turned up thousands of
nonconforming or undocumented
welds Quality control inspectors
beve raised allegations of inci-
dents Involving harassment and
tmida recently

tion, most when
dirty water was dumped on one

ost single-unit reactor

= — from the NRC

resident inspector )

while cunl-wm't m:ﬂ.n:l“hue
two arnic :

m of Zimmer's past

and an effort o ensure

t the plant is safe, two NRC In-

tors already live near the

1 site and another wili pe sent

there soon, he said.
HE BAID that before the NRC

required a beefed-up program

April & 1981, Zimmer's ity -
u;unnum ranked hxuw

tes Commission of Ohlo ¢n & pro-

posed $100 million rate hike re-
by Columbus and Southern
Electric Co.

ZIMMER

' CG&E has moved
. 1o in:prove

ssite supervision
&

!_'\ THE BEST recent decision on the

;"Zimmer nuclear power station Was

s the decision that stationed Earl

5 Borgmann, senior vice president of
Cincinnat! Gas & Electric Co. at the
Plant site in Clermnont County.

-~ Yel If mistakes on Zimmer have
: ‘tome from inadequate or.-site super-
.~ yision, the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
‘~ission’s (NRC) latest evaluation
> shows CG&E did a lot right in the
i"Interval between Oct. 1, 1980, and last
+ March 31. The NRC said that “the
| effectiveness of the overall quality-
, Assurance program improved sub-
w Btantially following the identifica-
tion of major breakdowns early in the
assessment period.” Still, the NRC
spotted what It sald were continuing
weaknesses relating “to the qualifica-
_tlon and certification of personnel;
Sddentification, evaluation, documen-
,. lation and reporting of construction
s deficiencies, and timely completion
*of commitments "
]

But improvements cited were
esyeclally heartening in view of the
*Atomic Safety and Licensing Board's
»recent refusal to license the plant for
eperation, pending revisions in its
*emergency evacuation plans. Just
about zverything that can happen to
‘4 nuclear-power pioject seems to
-have happened at Zimmier. One result
' been to help increase tc $1.5 bil-
the plant’s originally projected
hono!ﬂomullon.lhmhhlﬂ

M;.Q 2 G,

Cancirmd 5“,.\,\..\\&"\%1
real terms, the price lag today would
be less.

For all CG&E's failures, however,
the NRC has made its share of mis-
takes, too. Closer surveillance, clearer
directives and speedier actions by the
NRC would doubtless have prevented
many and corrected others long ago
The agency was created for that pur-
pose. So neither CC&E nor the
project’s major contractor, Kaiser
Engineers. has any monopoly on
Zimmer mistakes.

But the movement of Mr. Borg-
mann’s office to the site should
brighten prospects for the plant to
start operating next year Many of its
problems might have been averted if
he had been there iong ago. In fair-
ness to CG&E, though, the firm had
no previous experience with nuclear
plants. And not every problem could
have been anticipated.

The task now is to ensure
weakness in the latest NRC evalua-
tion Is corrected, and that evacuation
planning meets all requirements. For
many reasons — some valid; others,
perhaps, not — Americans have be-
come Increasingly wary of atomic
plants, though no one has ever been
killed In a nuclear-power accident in
this country. Atomic power offers the
cleanest fuel source and, handled
correctly, the safest And with Ameri-
ca’s feared shortage of electric power
In the next decade, nuclear energy
should not be neglected simply be- |
cause utllities have had problems
adapting it. Certainly CG&E, for all
1ts Zimmer woes, should be encour-
aged Lo get Its new power source on
line as 500n &5 possible.



Skeptical CG&E Undecided About City Zim

BY CAMILLA WARRICK
Enmtrer Reporter

Cincinnat! Gas & Electric Co. isn™ sure
whether it wants to get involved in a
series of public hearings that wiil focus
on the safety and rellabllity of Zimmer
Nuciear Power Station.

But proponents of the hearings view
CO&E as a key voice In the ongoing de-
tmie and are eager for the utility’s par-

the
:::lund Cincinnati's Environ-

mental MM Councll (EAC), & 23-

mn«m;mummym-

ager, W will

chance o collect Information in .cﬂn

rational and dtgtlﬂﬁd m sald

council chalrman
Those

or disagree-
ment will be from the audi-
ence.” he sald

The ) w¥i be from 7-10 pm_on
four consecut Myl In Cinein-

nati City Council Chambers, beginning
Sept. 0.

ALTROUGH ZIMMER has been under
construction for nearly a decade, Lhere
have been few —If any —opportunities for
issues assoclated with ‘he plant o be
presented In a “simplified” local forum,
said Altman.

He argues that the upcoming meet-
ings could fuifill this need. But Altman's
enthusiasm doesn’t seem L0 be shared by
CG&E, the partner of the three
utilities building Zimmer

CO& 7y has participated In a

“{lv‘n of public licensing hear-

a3 & recent batch of congres

l!onll ones in Washington, sald company

m:-un Bruce Stoecklin. “It's dif-

to see what point Is to be served by

these since this group (the Environmen-

tal Advisory Council) has no authority or

expertise to discuss the matter,” he sald.

“But thatl doesn’t mean we 'mrﬂtb
pate. It just means we haven't "

SIMILARLY, THE Nuclear Reguintory

Commission, which controls federal
licensure of nuclear plants, hasn't de-
cided whether it will piay a part In the
sesstons. Russ Marabito, NRC public af-
falrs officer in Chicago, confirmed that
Region 111 chief James G Keppler has
been Invited to Cincinnat! for the hear-
ings, but isn’t sure “it's been completely
spelled out to him what it's all about. |
can't say what hell do.”

Regardiess of what CO&E or the NkC
opt for, the Government Accountability
Project (GAP), a Washington-based nu-
clear watchdog, will participate “If
there's one subject the people of Cincin-
nat! would want to go to schoo! on, It's
what's happening at the Zimmer plant,”
sald GAP spokesman Tom Devine

He sald GAP will be much more Inter-
ested In the hearings I all sides are
present, but will share 1t findings re-
gardiess of who shows up. “The predict-
able reaction by the utility and the gov-
ernment has been 0 discourage public
knowiedge,” he sald “Weeping things be-
hind closed doors with “te investigation

mer Hearings
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is their way of doing business.”

CINCINNATI'S ENVIRONMENTAL
Advisory Council was formed about 10
years ago to do just what its title suggests
~advise city council about a bread range
of environmental matters. Its authority
begins and ends there But, suggests Alt-
man, Its expertise may go at least a iittle
further

He points out that the volunteer
£ oup of businessmen, professionals and
industry representatives has “had a long
involvement with Zimmer."” dating back
to 1976 when it recommended Lhe city
lnm in the licensing of Zimmer

“The hearings will be neither a white-
wash or a witchhunt,” he sald, “but a
chance Lo answer some questions ”

A month ago, in a 8-2 vote, Cincinnat!
City Council acted on the recommenda-
tion of Assistant Cuy Soucuot Petey
Helle and aband lution that
would have lumched ln EAC Inquiry
about Zimmer

AEILE TOLD council members that

voting In favor of the resoluilon wo |
violate the city's 198] agreement wi
CGA&E, In which municipal of {icials drop-
ped their objections to Zimmer's feder|
operatling license in exchange for ( G&F
promise o provide air and water mon!
toring equipment at the Moscow plant

Altman expiained that the resolution,
which had been promoted by councliiman
Gny Ouclenbvrm. was “somewhal un-

since council rarely voles

'or the !AC to do something Normaliy
the advisory councl! acts on an inforrai
request from the city manager or a coun-
cil member

Tre EAC's decision W0

he could express his interest only “as an
individual, not as & counct! member ~

Gucken ., who plans to particl-
pate in the forum, also is n, for
CGA&E's presence. “If T were
take every opportunity to defend myml .
he sald. ‘T would hope they'd s~= i1 8
another opportunity to make thg!- ras

Zimmer

hearlngs CINCINNATT POST

planned

Council will conduct

Advisory -

four public hearings beginning

Sept. ¥ on the safety and rell-

ability of the Willlam H. Zimmer

Nuclear Power Station.
However, off) ‘als of Cincin-

In hearings while its opersting
.m for the 315 billlon plant

ssfore the NRC's
Mn-n Ra='y and Licensing
oard

“THIS GROUP Dat e v
thority and has no axpertise.
That certainly makes us dubi-
ous about the values of the
" he sald. “We still are
answerable to the NRC and the
licensing board about licensing
of the piant. and that process Is
still ongoing.”

NRC spokesman Jan
Straama said regional officials
will evaluate the purpose and
nature of the hearings belore
deciding i they will participate.

David Altman, council chalr-
man, sald today he will seek
individuais and groups 'ho
want to present “factual infor
mation that wi'l add mmm
to public understanding of this
e

THE REARINGS before five-
member panels will be on four
consecutive Th from 7 to
10 p.m. In the Cincinnati City
Councll chambers.

The hearings will be held
without approval of the city
council, which decided that they
could jeopardize an agreement
with CG&E that elch.ncod
water monitoring
& pledge not Inter!eu m
Zimmer licensing.

The environmental council is
& 23-member body appointed by
the city manager . advise the
councll on environmental mat-
ters.
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NRC To Participate In Hearings

James Keppler, regional head of
the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
slon, will come to Cincinnall for a
series of public hearings on the
safety and rellability of Zimmer
Nuclear Power Station,

L. David Altman, chairman of
Cincinnall’s Envitonmental Advi-
sory Councll, the sponsoring
organ‘zalion, sald he was contact-
ed Wednesday by an NRC public
affairs officer in Chicago, who
sald Keppler and other staff
members will participate. Keppier
Is tentatively s~*.cduled for 7 pm.
Thursday, 8§ ot 23.

NRC’s interest !n the hearings
is good news for Lhe advisory
council, which hopes to attract all
sides In the longstanding debate
over Lthe Moscow power plant

Cincinnatli Gas & Electric Co,
the managing partner of the three
utlifties bullding Zimmer, hasn't
decided whether 1t will get Involy-
ed In the forum, which has been
designed as public fact-finding
opportunity

They will be In Cincinnatl City
Councll chambers from 7 to 10
p m. on consecutive Thursdays,
beginning Sept. 9



Why strange things happen at Zimmer

The Cincinnati Post, T

T the ediior of The Post:

1 congratulate The Post for the
excellent series on Zimmer, and nu-
clear power in general. However, the
articles did not give an explanation
of why strange things have been
happening.

Inspectors were doused with

. Why? t quality control

goof-ups make CO&E ook like ama-

teurs, and the construction men

incompetent. Why? Is there a sensi-
bie explanation? There is.

The design and construction of a
nuclear plant is not handled like a
coal-fired plan. or chemical process
piant. To understand the differ-
ences, some background Informa-
tion:

A century ago steam bollers occa-
stonally blew up. To prevent these
disasters, Insurance companies com-
missioned studies to find materials
and methods to make bollers safe.
This evolved Into the Boller and
Pressure Vessel Code, published by
the American Soclety of Mechanical
Engineers. This code Is the bible of
the industry. It Is a vast storehouse
of knowledge concerning materials,
siress calculation methods, allow-
able welding procedures, the works.

During the 1950s the insurance
companies creaad a new specialty
calied “human engineering.” Investi-
gations of industrial accidents re-
vealed that most accidents were
caused not by faulty equipment but
by human error. Research Into the
nature of these errors led to the

. of machines and controis
which significantly improved safoty
by reducing the probabliity of opera-
tor error.

Specialists In control room design
were called psycholo-
gists. Their feld was laying out
smart control rooms, to make an
operator’s Job as simple and logical
as possible, to evaluate quickly what
was happening and make the right
moves to avert trouble.

To cover liabilities at a typical
construction project the owner buys

have safety consultants who work
with the architects and engineers
and construction people. These men
are apecialists in the fleld of Indus-
trial safety, and are expected to
make for reducing risks.
It's simple good business for the
owner to fellow the suggestions- he
wins on Insurance costs and plant
safety.

Nuclear power was not handled in
this logical, businessiike manner. It
is largeiy a creature of government
Some plants are Investor-owned, but
approval of virtually everything
comes from the Nuclear Regulatory-
Commission. The liabllity Insurance
is handled by government, and since
government Insures, it does the In-
specting and approving.

As a result, insurance company’

safety specialists were not consulted,
and control rooms were not laid out
by engineering psychologists. Do you
remember the accounts of the Three
Mile disaster —how confusion reign-
ed, operators made mistakes, and
noboby knew what was going on?
The accident itself, and the errors
that enlarged it In%0 a disaster, were
caused by poor control room design.

So, who was In charge of control
room designs? According to an
investigation by Adam Reed publish-
ed In Reason (August 1980)
the designers learned that thelr
plants depended on & host of licenses
and permits by political officlals at
state and local level. These bureau-
crats knew nothing about nuclear
power or good control room layout,
but were impressed by large and
complex-looking layouts prepared by
A commercial artist wko loved old
Frankenstein movies. Only after
Three Mile did engineering
pshe find out what was In
nuclear power control rooms. What
they saw made them shiver.

The commission places its major
emphasis on quality control which is
important, but it is no substitute for
common sense It went overboard to

& quality assurance program
all Its own. Three new books were
Added Lo the ASME code, just for nu-

ame mnmeae

12, \2
Any safety-re| vice mus’
made of nuclear grade material, even
the nuts and bolts. Every supplicr of
nuclear products must have a quality
AsSurance program approved by the
commission. This involves an expen-
sive lot of writing and rewriting &« Q
and A manusl. This involves making
changes in the factory. It involves
sitting through several meeting:
with an audit committee which at
times seems itke a medieval Inquisi-

tion.

If the company passes this torture
test it recelves an “N” stamp. But are
the products any better? A company
makes, say, nuts and boits These are
made of steel that meets ASME
specifications. After earning their N
stamp they make the same nuts and
bolts, to the same ASME specs, label
them NUCLEAR, send a traceabiiity
report with each batch, and double
the price.

This system places an inspector
In an interesting position. He can
point to & valve and ask for the
traceability report on the bolts that
hold it together. If It can't be found
(imagine the thousands of surh re
ports invoived) he can accuse Lhe
bullder of laxity in quality assurance,
and The Post prints ¢ nother story of
sloppy ures. Want to bet that
this was the kxind of Incident that
caused the bucket of water?

The Impression we get from all
the compiaints and problems Is that
nuclear power is simply too complex
and dangerous to be acceptable. Thi<
Is faise. Nuclear power generation Is
far less complex and dangerous than
many chemical process operations
that are running cvery day with no
disasters, no marchers, and
no stupld evacuation plans for
schools 10 miles away.

Nuclear is the safest, cleanest
cheapest way to generate electricity
All the problems, and most of the
cost, are caused by government. The
solution Is to get government out of

MMt EVERETT DesacER
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ZIMMER
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The NRC thinks the plant’s foes
have exhausted all their arguments

IN ITS DECISION not to conduct
fresh hearings into allegations of
quality-assurance fallings at the
Zimmer Nuclear Power Station, the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
{NRC) has provided a long-overdue
glimmer of hope.

. Nearly a decade has passed since
the NRC's predecessor, the Atomic
Energy Commission, issued a permi*
for Zimmer's construction. The
expectation was that the facility
would cost $240 million and that it
would be completed by 1975. By this
Spring, construction costs had reach-
ed $1.5 billion, and the plant’s operat-
Ing license is still not In hand.

In the course of the decade, oppo-
nents of the plant have voiced some
valld concerns, which have been, If
anything, studied to death. Even now,
there Is the assurance that an operat-
Ing license will not be issued before
all problems involving quality assur-
ance have been resolved.

But In rejecting an appeal for a

. whole new round of hearings, the

NRC has concluded, correctly, that
plant opponents have not produced
any new évidence. They had instead

rehashed the same arguments that
have aiready been examined and re-
exarn:ined.

That opponents persist in de-
mands costly in both time and re-
sources suggests that their quarre! Is
less with the Zimmer plant and the
detalls of its construction and pro-
posed operation than with the whole
complexion of tomorrow’s Amerfca.

Little by little, the Zimmer plent
has become the focus of a national
campalign waged by powerful farces
that could not care less ebout the
economic future of Greater Cinecin-
natl. These forces have elected to Ig-
nore the relative safety of nuclea
power. They simply do not want to
See an expansion of power-generat-
Ing facliities, whether nuclear or
non-nuciear. They find the whole
ldea of econom!c and Industrial
growth abhorrent,

But the battle isn't being fought
under those colors. It has been co-
nevried Instead Into a struggle In
which fear — blind, unreasoning fear
= Is the principal weapon.

The NRC apparently has had
enough. So has Greater Cineinnat!
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CG&E Allowed To Reduce Zimmer Quality Inspections

PY BEN L. KAUFMAN
Enaude ar Reporter

In & rare moment of accord, the
owners, regulairs snd critics of

Zimme: nuclear power atation ac-
cepled reduced Ity control In-
spections by nat! Gas &
Electrie Co.

The Nuclear Com-
mission (NRC), which ordered the

Inspections, cut its demr nds be-
cause of iImproved Ly assur-
ance programs, commission
%olnm.n Jan Strasma sald

“They've done what they've
been asked,” Strasma L
“It's Ume o crank down on the

zcmw

Government
Aetounuwn‘ Project (GAP),
investigator Billle Oarde went

pllcnlon'lnd unnecessary ex-

CO&E spokesman Bruce
mnclllnm:d.;h:cahnp'lll
An “expression o ed confi-
dence” in expanded quality assur-
ance programs at Zimmer.

AT ISSUE was CO&E's direct
responsibility for on-
roing work atl the $1.5 billion fa-
°“'}.’R"(‘:°"""°‘°""‘”~
Iast year after it found CO&E's
prime mm‘::‘l’n Eng!-
:";::"mmm 8 3 co.:

48 been responsible Inspec
new work already Inspected
e?nvm &

COAE ?mu :'hnn quaiity
""'.. ”c’ decided that
assurance staff need oniy duphl-
cate half of those contractor In-
spections. A sample of the re-

maining 50% will be checked by
COLE.

COUE's Stoeckiin said utility
Inspectors will sample areas where
Kaiser Is doing best and concen-
trate on re-inspecting the rest.

Strasma sald the 100% re-in-
spection program never was in-
tended o be permanent.

THE ‘&L'N'R.c and CO&:
response to prod genera
ed “sufficient confidence” to war-
rant easing off, he added.

The NRC stil) Is watchtul,
given a history of quality assur-
ance problems at Zimmer,
Strasma said. “CG&E |s still doing
more than any other utility in the
country ™

Strasma satd the new 50/50 ar-
rangement Is not engraved In
stone and Is subject to CO&E and
Kalser b

The NRC recently added a
third resident , the first
responsible for construction, to
two at the t. They and region-
al NRC 1 colleagues will deter-
mine how well the new effort is
going. '

The 50/50 arrangement does
not affect CO&E's Quality Confir-
mation Program initiated lait
year under orders to recheck
selecled work done before April .

The tions were order-
ed before fined CG&E a then-
record $200,000 for breakdowns in
the Zimmer quality assurance

o;l:ucammmmolul
o

The utllity was penalised be-
cause the NRC has authority over
bullders, owners and operators of
commercial nuclear power planta,
but not over their contractors.

CO&E has refused to say If it
will sue Kalser to recover costs
Incurred as a result of the con-
tractor's quality assurance fall-
ures.

A recent NRC review found
current quality control at Zimmer
was adequate

In & related situation, no one
has been apprehended for dousing
three inspectors at Zimmer earlier
this year, CO&F's Stoecklin sald.
That Incident forced CG&E to
close the site for half a day

It also led to most construction
workers signing affirmations that
they understood federsl laws on
harassment and Intimidation.

A handful who refused to sign
the required forms lost their jobs,

but an NRC officlal told The En-
quirer that the suspects were not
among them

Reports of harassment did not
die with that incident. Recently,
James G Keppler, NRC Region Ii1
boss, went to Zimmer to warn key
employees of the seriousness of
the situation It was the first time
he had to do that at any plant, he
sald, underiining the pervasive-
ness of quality assurance prob-
lems at Zimmer.

In addition to CG&E's probe Y
the dousing Incident, federal
Investigations Into allegations of
criminally shoddy work and
cover-ups continue.

Despite continued allegations
of trouble at Zimmer, NRC's five

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER AUGUST,

Zimmer hearings planned

Cincinnatl’s Environmental

Advisory

Council will conduct four public hearings
beginning Sept. 9 on the safety and rellability
of the Willlam H. Zimmer Nuclear Power

Station.

However, officials of Cincinnail Gas &
Electric Co. and the US. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission may not participate

CO&E spokesman Bruce Stoecklin said
the company Is undecided about participat-
Ing In hearings while itc operating license for

commissioners iast month nar-
rowly overruled thelir Atomic
Safety & Licensing Board decision
o reopen contested licensing
hearings The decision went 3-2

The NRC license is vital to
Zimmer operations.

In July, the three-member
licensing board opted for more
hearings on allegutions of safety-
related problems at the Moscow
construction site

n June, the licensing board
had decided on reopened hearings
on what it sald were Inadequacies
in emergency planning In neigh-
boring communities.

Garde, a GAP Investigator in
Cincinnat! Thursday for a brief
visit, sald OAP wouid appeal the

1982

commissioners’ ban on hearings
gAP'I brief must be flied hy Aug.

The five commissioners are ail
presidential appointess under
pressure w get commercial nu+
clear plants licensed and operat -
ing

Garde sald the commissioners
Are overruling all decisions 1o re-
open hearings Lo pursue questio e
the three-judge licensing bonres
want answered

Those rulings put the comm},-
sloners not only at odds with thetr
licensing boards but with NRC's
ptofessional staff Reglon 111
Adminstrator Keppier, respons-
ble for Zimmer, supported GAP'y
call for reopened hearings

the $15 billlon plant is pendiry before the
NRC's Atomic Safety and Licensing Board,



Group claims agenc

By Jerry Condo
Powi Washmgron Bureey

WASHINOTON — A government investigative
report last November on the Zimmer Nuclear
Power Station “was severely censored and its con-
clusions cnanged,” Zimmer opponents charged
Friday in petitions filed with the Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission.

The allegations by the Government Account-
ability Project, a non mﬂtw:wm
the Miam! Valley Power Project, appear in peti-
tions asking the NRC to reconsider its July 3
refusal 1o reopen Zimmer licensing hearings.

THE PETITIONS also ask the NRC to stop
eonstruction of the Moscow, Ohilo, reactor, which
ts owned by Cincinnatl Oas & Electric and two

other Ohlo utilities.

A Nov. 21, 1981, report by the NRC cited various
quality assurance problems at Zimmer The agen-
cy fined CO&LE £200,000.

But OAP contended Friday that the report,
based on an NRC Investigation, identified “only a
small portion of the deficlencles” at Zimmer and
did not Include “some of the most significant”
affidavits end statementa produced by the probe.

OAP charged that the final repo t was chang-

ed “significantly” from an earlier draft “and Its
basic conclusions were changed to justify less
drastic action” by the NRC against CO&E.

THE CHANGES, GAP contends, reflect deep
discord within the NRC over ita handling of the
controversial §1.5 blllion Zimmer pro'egt.

GAP had until midnight Friday td appeal the
NRC decision. GAFP sald the 1inal version did not
specity the deficiencies found, did not follow up
on leads and “suggested there were no hardware
problems.”

GAP also sald the final report, uniike the
draft, “did not mention the on-going criminal
investigation of CO&E officlals in connection
with falsification of quality assurance records.”

GAP ALLEGED numerous employee inter-
views were changed or “rewritten to weaken their
statements indicating CG&E had knowledge of
and Involvement in viclations of NRC regula-
tions.”

Az an example, GAP cited a July 8, 1981 Inter-

v softened Zimmer report

The Cincinett Post, Seturday, Augus! 21, 12 TA

view of Phillip Gittings, former quality assurance
manager for Kalser Engineering Internations, by
the NRC Office of Inspector and Auditor. Kaiser
is the contractor for the project.

The interview, which GAP claims was deleted
from the final investigation report, allegediy Indi-
cated that CO&E denled Kalser adequate qualily
control staffing “even though the utility knew
Kalser could not comply with (NRC) regulations’

GAP clalms NRC Investigators found “intri-
guing leads” on the alieged harassment of qual‘ly
contrel Inspectors.

The NRC Investigators “overhelmingly”
recommended to NRC reglonal administrator
James Keppler in March 198] that Zimmer con-
struction be stopped, GAP sald

e

Public-Interest Group Asks NRC To Scratch Zimmer -

BY BEN L. KAUFMAN
Enguirer Revorter

Critics of Zimmer nuclear power
station petitioned the Nuclear
Rouluory Commission (NRC)
Friday to stop construction on the
$1.5 blillon project.
The Government Accountabil-
l’fdtel (GAP) also asked the

at the Clermont County worksite.
GAP Is a Washington-based
public-interest group which Is
the official interven-

or in the mer hearings, the

“Zimmer
GAP’s principal investigator,
Thomas Devine, sald when

contacted by telephone In gllh-
ington DC. can be no dher
honest interpretation of thevi-
dence.” |

IT'S WORSE than that, ald
GAP executive director Liuls
Clark from Washington. “We lave
supplied the NRC commissiorers
with enough solid evidence to hut
Zimmer down forever ™

Quality-assurance breakdarns

are so pervasive that Zimmer can't
be salvaged, the GAP spokesmen

Thn put the three-commis-

sioner majority at odds with the
NRC's regional staff, which Is re-
sponsible for

icing Zimmer,
and with the N Alomic Safety
and Licensing Board, which had
agreed Lo reopen hearings.

The same commissioners will
vote on Friday's petition.

“Only one has to change nis
mind,” GAP’s Dillle Garde noted,
polnung to John A. Ahearne as

vote.

the swing

Possibly 80% of the evidence
accompanying GAP's petition will
be new to the commissioners,
Garde sald. “We're trying to give
them enough avenues o do
something "

GARDE SAID another NRC
refusal would send GAP to federal
appeal courts

Cincinnati Gas & Electrie Co.
(CG&E), which Is bullding
Zimmer, has consistently denied
GAP al

The utility has urged the NRC
to license Zimmer so that elec-

tricity can be produced commer-
clally next year. Under Ohic law,
consumers will pay for Zimmer re-
gardless of whether It produces
electricity.

Last month, the utllity ap-
plauded the NRC's refusal to re-
open the hearings which could
delay Zimmer's operating license

“The NRC has had the author-
ity all along to stop construction 1f
there were juitification and it
hasn't, and don’t feel there |s
any,” CO&E spokesman David
Altemuehie sald Friday

In addition to requesting that
the NRC suspend Zimmer's con-
struction permit, GAP asked the
panel to:

s Replace CO&KE's “quality-
confirmation program,” which
covers work ich was completed
long ago, with Inspectors uncon-
nected with the utliity or its prime
contractor, Kalser Engineering
Those outside s should be free Lo
identify problems and impose cor-
rective actions

e Require an Independent
audit of CO&E and Kalsei man-
agement at Zimmer, Including
recommendations about whether
W replace COAF and Kaiser

quality-assuranrs nrograms.
THE CNCINNA

which cover more recently cotf-
pleted work, with independen’ In-
spectors

NRC rules require & utility t
mve that a power station has

N bullt according to acceptable
plans by tested craftsmen from
approved materials and that it has
been adequately inspected.

Untli then, a plant may hot be
granted Its NRC operating license,

Quality assurance is the pro-
KrAam meant to see that all of thia
is done correctiy or redone until it
Is correct and that records show
how it was done.

KAISER'S quaiity-assurance
program for the first 10 years since
construction began In 1971 was
such that the NRC forced CO&E to
take It over and hire and train

hundreds of lnTecwn w lace
Kalser personne! i

Since then, COLE has had to
replace questionable welds, re-
Guality welders and retrain even
newly trained Inspectors soon
After they began working.

CO&E was fined a then-record
$200.000 |ast yenr for what the NRC
sald were falsified quality-assu. -
ance records. Intimidation of In-
spectors and other documentation

problems
TI ENQUIRER /Saturduy. ~ugust 21, 1992 C-3
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CG&E Won't
Take Part

In Hearings

BY CAMILLA WARRICK
s er Revorter

Cincinnat! Gas & Electrie Co
won't play & part in a series of
nmbnc hearings on the safety of
mer Nuclear Power Plant
Althougt its participation was
E\muod DYy Organizers in the city's
nvironmental Advisory Counc il
(EAC), the utliity announced
Wednesday that It's not coming
because the meelings, “which will
include appearances by groups
unalterably opposed w Zimmer
station and ruclear power, will
serve no useful =
Company spokesman David
Allemuehie said. “There doesn't

Seem L0 be any point at all to [

'hhcolmunmmvlm intervenors
Are more than happy o sing

their pong against Zimmer *

EAC chairman D Davig Al
Man sald, “We're very g i
ed that they're not going w show |
up. especially since the Nuclear
Regula ‘

lory Commission has seen
fit Lo make & trip Into town ”

ALTMAN SAID he learned of
CG&E's decision in & lelephone |
conversation Wednesday morn
with company President William |
Dickhoner, whom he described as
being “very, very Co-operative” in ‘
& series of converserations about |
the hearings |

“He saic he agonized over the
decision, but checked with local f
and nationa) public-relations {
firms who wid them not to ap- |
pear” Altman sald “It's sad that ’
Lhis is being presented as & PR
(public-relations) issue "

(Sec ZIMMER. Page B-2)

-

. Safety and Licensing
- h-%mumm
s e B e

ALTMAN ARGUED u:‘wmh‘
congressional ash-
ington and the utility's licensing
hearings, which were formal ang
“highly technical,” did not
' locd'cnd for more informa-

But COLE said its participa-
tion in the “would set &
precedent whereby any group
could decide Lo convene & public

Altman stung
by that comment because “it g
:cm our u:l":!eom and the

kground . uon
They have no ides the
amount of time we've put into

tabllity Project which
represents the Miami Valler
Power one of the chief
intervenors in the licensing proc.
ess

The hearings in counctl

it city
%ﬂmuu will begin at 7 p.m

ursaay, Sept. 9 and w*ll run for
three consecutive Thursdays.
Keppler s tentatively sc
for Wie Sept. 23 meeting

IN ANOTHER matter relating

W Zimmer, the NRC s Atomic
Board on

mem-
Nuclear
tor are satisfied
thatthep nt:u been com-

Ing and low-power testing license.
: » »
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S, rJ- and chief

executive officer of Cincinnati

Oas & Electric Co., the chief
owner and managing of

February, i084
The Cincinnat! utility owns
40% cf the power station, while
Dayton Power & L owns 31 5%,
and Columbus & thern Ohlo
Co. picks up the remain-
WEN.
The new the
$1.5 biilion by
—&n increase that
80% of the original
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In the sensuing two years. the
price of the plant has grown by
the milllons. Company spokes-
man David Altemuehie sald
“more than haif the dollar
amount” of the new estimate “Ia
due Lo the carrying charges (le,
interest) on the money

Contributing factors, he said,
are equipment maintenance and
the cost of keeping “over 300"
Zimmer stafl members “These
are CO&F operating personnel,
not construction workers,” he
said, explaining that although the
plant is not In operation, these
workers are kept busy “learning
their jobs. "~

mately be borne by the custom-
ers” in rales earmacked for ad-
Justment after the plant goes on
line. A small percentage of the
cost has been recovered dur g

the ~ourse of construction, seid
Altemuehile, “In rate cuses for
construction work -

accord -
Ing to specifications, th

issue COLE a n-n-mn:: and
mmmm. 'a '

sald th

viewed this as a "lll)w".m
that could ensble a fix-month
equipment-

- testing vm-n- w0

HOWEVER, NRC spokesman
Frank Ingram in Washington

Was a provision that the
would be nullified 1f the
RC’s five-member commission
rules In favor of a plea o hailt
construction that was filed by the
%o:emmt Accountabliity Pro-

Altemuehle said that
mnmmwm
likely, it might well prompt added
Mnmwbbmmm
f approved

Tom Carpenter, heatl of Cin-
cinnati Alllance for Responsible
Energy, one of the chief critics of
Zimmer, objected 1o Lthe sugges-
Uon that Intervénors hav= siowed
the project.
“That's just not true.” he sald
brought their problems on
themseives If COG&E had bullt &
safer plant and if the entire nu-
clear Industry were safer, they
wouldn’t have these delays *
Carpenter also pointed to a
1981 decision by the Ohlo Supreme
Court in which the Cleveland

move that they have given
no indication of doing, he will
fight to make sure local consum-
ers do not have 1o pay
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editorials

Something missing

The public forum on safety
and reliabllity questions con-
cerning the Zimmer Nuclear
Power Plant, scheduled to start
next Thursday, ragretiably, will
lack one necessary component.
The Cincinnati Gas and Elec-
tric Co,, co-owner and operator
of the plant, so far has declined
to take part.

The forum, to be conducted
By the Cincinnat! Environmen-
ta! Advisory Council, will have
represenatives from the U.S.

«~Nuclear Reguiatory Comm/s-

"ston, the nuclear power indus-
try,and critics of nuclear
power. Four meetings will be
held on four consecutive
Thursdays In Cincinnati City
Council chambers.

It ts understandable that
"CO&E might be wish to avold
further public confrontations
.of the kind It has had to endure

in the past from the anti-nu-
clear forces. The utility says It
can se+ no public benefit.

There is, nevertheless, the
public benefit of public under-
standing. As long as questions
of safety and quality assurance
remain about Zimmer, COLE
owes it to the people and its
stockholders to use every
means avallable to help aliny
those doubts.

According to the environ-
mental council, the purpose of
the hearings is neither a
“witchhunt nor & whitewash,’
but to get useful Informatior
into the hands of the pubiic.
The Cincinnat! Post had the
same purpose in its recent
series on Zimmer.

We believe that the time has
come to get on with Zimmer,
and that an Informed publie is
one of the means tc that end.



Cable To_Plug Viewers Into Zimmer Hearings

BY SUE MacDONALD
Frpsr o Roporter

More than 50000 Cincinnat!
homes will be plugged

Into the upcoming Informal hear-
Iings on the adequacy of the

m.mamuumm

('INﬂNNAﬂ GA! & Electric
Co., however, Is not changing its

mind about m CORE,
which Is bullding Zimme: 28 miles
upriver from Cincinnat! at Mos-

cow. will not paflicipate In the
four-part forum that begins this
Mynmm Hall
‘It doesn’t change anything.”
CO&E spokesman David Alte-
muehle sald Tuesday of CO&E's

decision to m away from the
hearings. “We had assumed these
(hearings) would get coverage
CG&E announced Aug. 25 that
“no usefu' purpose” would be serv-
ed if the company participated In
hearings at which groups “unal-
terably opposed” to Zimmer and
nuclear power also wouid testify
“This Is gavel-to-gavel cover-
Age on a one-day delayed basis,
and the these are the first hear-
to the public *
said D) David Altman. chalrman of

the Environmental Advisory
Council (EAC), which will conduc |
the public hearings

“THE IDEA (for televising
them) was that this would fit in
very nicely with (Warner's) re-
sponsibility to the community,” he
sald “It's quite a breakthrough for
us because L'y evidence of the
rommunity’s interest In the
(Z\mmer ) project.”

The EAC, an advisory group to
Cincinnat! City Council, Is con-
ducting the hearings so all per-
sons concerncd with the plant's
adequacy can take part Particl-
pants will Include Zimmer's sup-
porters, critics, former Zimmer
employees, staff members of the

Government Accountabliity Pro-
Ject and members of the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission

An EAC panel will ask ques-
tions of the participants

“The hearings witl not be dull
history,” Altman sald “We will ask
questions about the safety and
rellability of Zimmer that people
want answered ~

The hearings will be less tech-
nical and confusing than regular
licensing hearings and will help
Cincinnati-ares residents learn
more about the plant and have
their questions answered, Altman
sald

“1 THINK It's a tremend

the community because people
who can’t be there In person can
| ok the witnesses in the eye —ex-
cept COG&E -and see how Lhey re-
spond . look &t thelr demeanor and
sense things that are very impor-
tant when you're evaluating the
members of the NRC or the critics
of the plant or whomever ™ Alt-
man satd

The pubdlic hearings will be
held In Cincinnati City Counct'
chambers from 730 to 1030 p.m_on
four consecutive Thursdays
beginning Lhis week

Warner-Amex cable will re-
broadceast the hearings at 730 pm
rrm.y 2% pm. Saturday and 7

thing they're (Warner) doing for

pm day on QUBE channe! 43,
the Cireater Cincinnatl Channel

Jessica Haron, spokeswoman
for Warner. sald full coverage of
the hearings is something new to
the television fleld Usually the
hearings are condensed Int news
mm' and are not televised In
ull

“THIS IS a much falrer way of
covering anything.” she sald and
that’s the ides behind it -

QUBE 43 is wvallable o the
more than 50000 Warner house-
holds that subscribe to expandsd
and QURE cable service she said

Public radio station WGDC . FM
Also wili present a one-hour new
summary of at least the firet three

at 1 pm on the | ridays
after epch Thursday seasion

mt" .
uvum

ings at Zimmer nuclear power
station, calling requests for the
unnecessary

repetitious,
and counterproductive.
CO&E, major owner of

the Nuclear latory Commis-
sfon (NRC) to hire staff members
it can trust rather than reopen
the hearings

In & 22-page document filed

o Cable 1o telecast hearing,
Page C-1

with the NRC in

D.C., the local utility lsted Its
mmmw«mﬂ allega-
tions about the $1.5 billlon nu-
clear .hm under construction in
Moscow, Dhlo.

CG&E SAID the Miam! Valley
Power Project's (MVPP) requests
for new hearings have no legal
footing, do not follow NRC rules
and are no different than the

claims which led 1o the last year
$200.000 fine against cot: for
poor quality control

The problems that led o the
fine have been corrected CGLE

“Instead, MVPP simply re-
argues factual matters with
greater elaboration than in Its
original ing In an effort Lo
show that the (NRC) should exer-
cise its lawful discretion W reach
a different resuit,” a draft of
CGA&E's response

The MVPP allegations that
spurred the fine included differ-
ences in design plans and actual

(See ZIMMER,
hark of this section)

E Protests Added Hearirgs
l'-"—_

C

ONTINUED FROM PAGE A-)

construction at Zimmer, NRC rule
violations and Improper re-
sponses o nonconforuance re-
ports by both COG&E and its con-
wractor, Kaiser Engineers Inc

WHILE acknowledging the
NRC's responsibill.y to permit
overall reviews of nuclear power
plant construction, CG&E sald the
NR(‘ also has the responsibility

“to Himit such review where iU
determines It Lo be unnecessary
or even counterproductive

The hubbub over new hearings
began In July when the NRC's
Atomic Safetly and Licensing
Board agreed o re-open Lhe
Zimmer hearings because of
MVPP's charges about thodny

full NRC board split in a 3 2 vty
and denled the second round «f
hearings, caliing the MYPP al'e
gations “simply a repetition of

some of the problems” from saffi-
er NRC Inv

In its statement Tuesday,
CO&F. sald the bulk of MVPP's
argument concerned the Integrity
of the NRC staff members involv-
»d with Zimmer

“§¥ THE (NRC) Is W
with the pcrformance of
individuals of the ﬂﬂ'l”:.l:
appropriate solution is 0

those Individuals with others in
Mwnmmmm
confitfence, not more hearings.”
ORF argued

The CGAE answer said the
NRC:-not the ‘m board or
another layer of buresucracy -
should retain the prime responsi-
bility for making sure thatl
Zimmer is butil and
correctly

CO&E also chided the MVPP
for admitting that It submitted
different Information o the
Atomic Safety & Licensing Board
than It did 1o the full NRC board

All Information should be sub-
mitted in full and on time_ “not in
bits and pleces to the
intervenor's personal dictates”
COKE sald



Stage set
for hearin

The Gncinnat Pos!. Wednesdey .

on Zimmer

By Ron Liebou
Pos: Srer Aapore

Despite the absence of & key
actor, the stage is set for the
first of four public hearings
Thursday Into the Ziminer Nu-
clear Power Station

The hearings are sponsored
by the Cincinnati Environmen-
tal Advisory Council The coun-
cil will 1ssue & report to the Cin-
cinnati City Council

The City Council has refused
w sanction the hearings Cily
lawyers advisec the councll that
W do 80 would jeopardize a 198]
agreement between the city and
the Cincinnat! Gas & Electric
Co The city obtained radiologi-
cal monitoring equipment and
promised not W interfere in
licensing

EACH hearing runs from 7
pm w 10 pm in the City Coun-
cll chambers Five members of
the advisory councll will ques-
uon witnesses Audience mem-
bers will not be permitted Lo ask
questions

The hearings will be heid on
four consecu''v#¢ Thursdays
The first session wiil consider
general safely issues in Lthe nu-
elear industry, followed by the
erilics of Zimmer, the regulators
of nuclear plants and author-
fties on transportation and
health

Missing from the proceed-
ings is CG&E, which elected not
W participate A company
spokesman sald the hearings
will serve “no useful purpose

The no-show by CG&E Is &
disappointment for Dave Alt-
man, the 36-year-old attorney
who chairs the 23-member advi-
sory counc:l

“§ THINK there Is a tremen-
dous amount of important
information to be clarified
without CO&E."” sald Altman
“But there are important ques-
tions that only CG&E can an-
swer and | can’t get around
that”

Altman said the hearings
will be confined to factual mat-
ters and not opinions about nu-
clear power '

Altmen has been trying
desperately 1o find an alterna-

tive to COLE so that an industr:
view Is presented

‘ON THE EVE of the first ses-
sion, Altman was still lining up
nuclear Industry representa-
tives

He had only two commit-
ments

eGeorge Wessman, director
o! Torrey Pines Technologies
San Diego, Callf. Wessman Is an
authority on quality assurance
standards at nuclear power
plants Much of the criticism at
Zimmer concerns the quality
AsSsurance program

eBob Koppe, an engineer
with 8 M. Stoller, a Boulder
Colo ,company Koppe de
veloped & compuler progra!
that analyzes all safely inc.-
dents at nuclear plants

OPENING night panelists in
addition W Altman are Dr
Richard Goldsmith, an internist
and specialist in nuclear medi-
cine. David Surber, a naturalist
who hosts & weekiy lelevision
program produced by the lzaak
Walton League of Kentucky.
Filoyd Byrd, manager of envi-
ronmental affairs for Procter &
Gamble Co., and Mike Fremont
of Rivers Unlimited. a conserva-
tion group

The Sepl. 16 hearing will be
devoted Lo critics of the $1.7 bil-
llon power plant at Moscow,
Ohio. Testimony will be taken
from Thomas Devine, assistant
director of the Government Ac-
countabllity Project, a
Washington-based group that
has pressed allegations abou!t
safety problems

RICHARD L Reiter, a former
employee at Zimmer, aiso Is
scheduled Lo testify

James G. Keppler, NRC re-
glonal administrator, leads a
delegation of regulators on sept
23 The NRC has primary re-
sponsibility for regulating nu-
clear power plants

Donald Milan, Ohlo's chief
boiler inspector, also wiil testify
on Sept. 23

THE FINAL night, Sept 30
will be devoted to d.scussions of
radistion and the transporta-
tton of nuclear fuel and radio-
active wasles

Two Back
Informal

Zimmer
Hearings

Y KAREN GARLOCH T o |
ewerier vertuck: 'r;u" rer

¥wo Nuclear qulna'?& Commissfon (NRC)
members, who opposed the reopening of for-
mal licensing heerings for Zimmer nuclear
r station, support the holding of Informa!
mnu w0 educate the public, according w
She chairman of a loca’ advisory council which
W 3po four hearings on the safely and
reliabllity of Zimmer

D David Aitman, chatrmar of Cincinnatl
City Councll's Environmental Advisory Coun-
#ll (£AC), sald writter. opinions from two NRC
sommissioners show they support the idea of
nformal hearings even though they opposed
the reopening of formal licensing hearings

Although Altman has received numerous
questions about whether the local EAC hear-
tngs are s duplication of past NRC hearings
Bbe has contended that Informal hearings are &
Detier way W inform the public

HE ARGUED (! at receni congres: i ..
hear ngs in Washingwon and the utiity
Weensng hearings were formal and highhh

techinical and did not sausfy the public s need
for information

After reading the opinions of NRC com-
missioners John Aherne and Thomas Roberts.
Aluman sald he has further support for that
position

Last July. Aherne and Roberts joined NRC
chairman Nunzio Palladino in opposing a re-

uest o reopen Zimmer ncon.unt hearin
issenting were commissioners Vicior Gi-

linsky and James Asselstine

Alunan sald he had notl seen the Aherne
snd Roberts opinion until he recently began
preparing his own testimony for a Sept i4 ap-
pearance before a House of Representatives
subcommitiee on nuclear activities

“They said formal lice hearings are &
very costly way of achieving same objec-
tive that result from holding informal hear-
ings.” Altman said

“We decided Lo have these hearings belore
Aherne and Roberts wrole this opinion, but
tronically for the very same reasons Lthe no's
in their opinion ™ Altman added

“THE IMAGES came out In some of Whe

press tha. the fallure o reopen licensing hear-
ings somehow means that all of the questions
have been answered That quite frankiy, u not
80 and the very commissioners who were
m:nn opening licensing hearings recognised

Sulil, officials from Cincinnat! Gas & Elec-
tric Co have refused to appear al any of the
four local hearings which start Thursday and
run on consecutive Thursdays at city counctl
chambers. The hearings will be from 7-®pm

In announcing ‘nat decision last month
CGA&E spokesman David Altemuehle said the
meetings. “which will include appearances by
groups unalteradbly opposed o Zimmer station
mguwm.ﬂu-mmulm“r-

Altman said the first meeting will inclule
testimony from mmvlo'c‘ldnw-bu
assurance experis They not comment on
Zimmer directly, he said. but will disouss plan!
safety, what can go wrong and what qualiy
< *surance programs have left to do.

Warner Amex Cable Communicstions w ./

broadcast 4l Uhe hearings on its public acces:
channel



Tincinnati Post 9/T0/82

NRC

gets
blame

By Ron Liebou
Pos' Sta’ Reporte

A former Nuciear Regulatory
Commission staf! member sald
Thursday the NRC has failed 0
do s job

And that fatlure heips ex-
plain why there has been &
history of construction ma..age-
ment problems at the Willlam
H Zimmer Nuclear Power Sta-
tion, according to Robert D. Pol-
lard

POLLARD WAS a witness at
the first of four public hearings
by the Cincinnati Environmen-
ta! Advisory Council into the
safety and reliabllity of the 819
blillon Zimmer station &t Mos-
cow, Ohilo

Pollard advocated tougher
independent inspections and
greater opportunities for per-
sons living close o power plants
w have a voice in licensing

Now & nuclear safety expert
with the Union of Concerned
Sclentists in Washington, DC
Poliard left the NRC In 1976 as a
project manager

The Zimmer hearings, being
held at City Hall, resume Sept
16 with testimony expected from
NRC Commissioner James K
Asselstine and regional NRC
officials

Pollard's testimony sparked
an otherwise lackluster opening
night of hearings th2t Cinecin-
natl Gas & Electric Co. has de-
cided to Ignore

Testimony from Pollard and
two nuclear industry represen-
tatives mostly avoided any
references W Zimmer

ADVISORY COUNCIL Chalr-
man Dave Altman, pleased with
the three-hour session, sald he
wanted & general discussion of
safety issues In the nuclear
power industry

Altman weas disappointed
that questionuiy Ly «“4visory
councl!i members somciimes
strayed into such off-limits
areas &5 & speaker’s feelings
about the merits of nuclear
power. “Such questions don’t
mean anything.” he said

In response to just such &
question, Robert Koppe, an
industry consuitant with 8. M
Swller Inc. of Boulder, Colo., de-
clared that nuclear power i» safe
and reliable

Koppe, who worked for eight

years as manager of plant safety
at Con Edison Electric Co. In
New York, dblamed most of the
reported safety Incidents on de-
sign flaws and not on favity
construction

KOPPE ALSO said the num-
ber ¢f safety Incidents is mis-
leading because the NRC re-
quires the flling of reports for a
variety of reasons that range
from she “sublime to the ridicu-
lous.”

“The fact that a plece of
equipment doesn't work is not
unusual, does not mean they are
unsafe.” he sald

George Wessman, manager
of Torrey Pines Technologies of
San Diegc, Calif, outlined the
ingredients of an effective qual-
ity assurance program. He said
most important is a top-level
management commitmant, fol-
lowed by qualified »ersonnel ap-
proaching their work in a sys-
tematic manner.

Pollard considered
construction records much
more significant, saying that
they can be at Umes Lthe only
way 0 check whether equip-

Paorograste PATRICN REDO
With the framed photograph of a nuciear power plant in
the background. J. Floyd Byrd and L.H. Mike Fremont of
the Cincinnati Environmental Adwisory Council hster to
commeits during Thursday night’'s hearing on the Zimmer
plant

ment was adequately installed
Unlike Pollara, Wessman
sald he has confidence in the
NRC. “I think If they are satls-
fied, that ought o be your
assuiance,” sald Wessman
WESSMAN ALSO disagreed
with Pollard that an independ-
ent third-party ought to be in
charge of monitoring the qual.
ity of constructior work
Although Cincinnat: City
Council has refused W sancuon
the hearings, two of its mem-
bers, Guy Guckenberger snd
Thomas Brush, attended the
hearing
Upon completion of the
Sept. 39, the advisory
council will issue a report Lo city
council. Counci! has resisted in-
volvement In the sessions on the
advice of the city soliciior, who
sald the hearings could be view-
ed as Interference with CO&LE's
request for an operating license
OG&E and Cincinnat! signed
an agreement in October 1981
tha! gave the city radiological
monitoring equipment in return
for the city not opposing licens-
ing
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ursday the

= JOD, NRC has failed 1o

And that failure hel -

lain why there has b:::.l

istory of construction manag: -

ment problems gt the Zimmer
Power

g to R 4 Station, acoorg-

;::d reliability of the $l ? Dillies
OhTom" station at Moscow,

POLLARD ADVOCAT

E
tougher, Independent lmpecl-’
Uons and greater opportuniues
for persons living close to power
z::nu Lo have a voice In licens-

Liebou

Now a nuclear safety expert
with the Union of Concerned
Scientistz In Washington, DC,
Pollard left the NRC In 1976 as &
project manager

The Zimmer hearings, being
held at City Hall, resume Sept
18 with testimony expected from
NRC Commissioner James K
Asselstine and regional NRC
efficials

Pollard’s testimony sparked
an otherwise lackluster opening
right of hearings that Cincin-
nat! Gas & Electric Co. has de-
cided Lo ignore

TESTIMONY FROM Pollard
and two nuclear Industry repre-
sentatives mostly avoided any
references w Zimmer

Advisory Councll Chalrman
Dave Altman, pleased with the
three-hour session, sa!cd bhe
wantled a general discussion o.
safely Issues in the nuclear
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Defines Operation

B STEVEN ROZEN
* e Reporte

The first of the city's four public

concerning the deeply
troubled Zimmer nuclear power
station was & layman's course in
nuclear plant operation and safe-

ty
The hearing Thursday night
at Cincinnatl City Hall, sponsored
by the Environmental Advisory
Council, was atiended by about
100 persons. Many more are ex-
pected to walch tonight, when &
taped replay of the three-hour
hearing is shown on Warner-
Amex cabie television.

FIRST TO speak before the
ber

“The principal difficulty with
®waking nuclear plants safe s
when ursnium peliets fission,

1t which s
Barnal o people”

HWE EXPLAINED the radiation
sminates from the inside fuel
m which contain the uranium

are within the core of the
Buc

reactor
‘me.nuounuchum
Plant relies or: keeping those
€00l 80 they don't give off radia-
Son *

Koppe listed three probiems
:hll could mm with the cool-
ng process pumps can
tu{ electricity can black out, or—
most seriously —pip! CAnN break
That's why, he , there must
be independent backup systems
He also sald his , which
::onuo:l nuclear plants for their
Arent firms, records 3,000-4,000
wafely-problem reports each year

frem the nation's W nuclear
power pants.

“Most involve a specific plece
of equipment that didn't work "
he said “Stmply telling you how
many times something gets re-
ported doesn't tell you how safe
nuclear power Is.

HOWEVER, HE said, there
have been some serious problems
—such as 1979's Three Mile Island
accident, where operstor confu-
sior: aliowed the core reactor &
become overheated and damaged

“It was & surprise to everyone

Ou can damage the core that
and not have serious radia-
tion " he sald

He also -hn"um the e?lu«:
bullding nuc plants an
long wait for licensing from the
federal Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission (NRC) make new con-
struction impractical Indeed he
BRIC no new ones have been start -
et In some seven years—and
several cancelled after Three Mile
Island

power Industry

Altman was disappointed
that questioning by advisory
Co.ncll members sometimes
strayed Into such off-limits
Breas #° & speaker’s feelings
about the merits of nuclear
power

“Buch questions don't mean
anything” sald Altman after
the hearings

IN RESPOMSE w just such &
question, Robert Koppe an
N\nr{n:wuulum with 8 M
Swller of Boulder, Colo., de-
clared that nuclear power is safe
and reliable

Koppe, who worked for eight
Yyears as mansger of plant safety
et Con Edison Electric Co in
New York, blamed most of the
reporied safety incidents on de-
sign flaws and not on fauity
construction.

Koppe also sald the number
of safety incidents is misieading
beca e the NKC requires the
fling of reports for & variety of
reasons that range from the
“sublime to the ridiculous "

QGeorge Wessman, manager
of Torrey Pines Technologies of
San Diego, Calif., outlined the
ingredients of an effective qual-
ity assurance program.

HE SAID MOST important ts
& top-leve! management com-
mitment, followed by qualified
personnel approaching their
work in a systematic manner

Unliike Pollard, Wessmar
sald he has confidence in the
NRC

“1 think If they are satisfied,
that! ought o be your assur-
ance.’ sald Wessman

Wez ian also disagreed with
Pollary that an independent

cnlrd-bnru ought o be In

harge of monitoring the qual-
ny of construction work

“THE FUTURE of new piants

owner of the nu-

powe! station, about 30 miles
oy - i, is Cincinnatl

Cincinna
Gas & Electric Co. It M;,bo:‘n

s uncertein” he said
The

east of
ined and

:mc for & faulty safety and
ity

public hearings

the other speakers Was
lo:g%. s former NRC

employee and & member of
Union of Concerned Scien

i1 1976, concern-
He guit the NRC otilities

1ity assurance -
::&:m l’.