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BCANL128308

Mr. Harold R. Dentcn, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D 20555

SUBJECT Arkansas Nuclear One - Units 1 & 2
Docket Nos. 50-213 anc 50-368

Licei.se Nos. DPK-51 and NPF-6
NRC Exercise Exemption Request

Gentlemer::

Duriig the past three years, Arkansas Power and Light Company (AP&L; has
conductad three successful emergency planning exercises at the Arkansas
Nuclear One (AND) site in accordance with Nuclear [=gulatory Commission
(NRC) and Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) requirements The HRC
regulations on exercise frequency, which are set forth at 10CFR50.47(a)(2)
and Appenaix E, Sectior F of Pa:t 50, require an NRC power reactor licensee
to "exercise at least annuclly the emergency plan for each site at which it
has one or more power reactors licensed for coperation.”

As yuu know, hcwever, this MRC requirement of an annual emergency pianning
exercise for commercial nuclear power plants is no longer consistent with
FEMA regulations, which as of October 28, 1983, reqguire state and local
governments with commercial nuclear power plant sites within their
boundaries, or which are within the ten-mile plume exposure pathway
Emergency Planning Zone of such a site, to participate in emergency plan
exercises with power plant licensees "at least every two years." (See
44CFR350.9(c)(1) and (3), set forth at 48 Fed. Reg. 44332, 44339

(September 28, 1983)). In promulgating this rule, FFEMA stated that some
relaxation in the exercise frequency (i.e., from an annual to a biennial
requirement) was appropriate "pecause of the experience gained by state and
local governments in this cnd other exercise aciivity, as well as response
to actual emergencies In addition, reducing ihe overall number of
exercises he'd should result in higher quality performance and greater
emphasis on areas needing improvement in those exercises that are held" (48
Fed. Reg. 44335)
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Mr. Harold R. Denton 4a December

On the basi 07 the three suct ful emergency planning exercises at ANQO,

and in view of the current inc tency between NRC and FEMA reguirement
AP&L hereby requests, | | 10CFR50. 1 L t be granted an
exemption from the NR tior I g Il scale emergen

axercise in 1984 wWe be 3y f he u these previ

exercises document the serious attention which AP&

planning exercises, the companvy's continuing overa

conducting such exercise and 1t nprovement 1n

to NRC comment

It is o understanding that the . has aygreed to suppor in exemption

request of this nature if Region VI of FEMA will support corresponiin
exemption request from state and local organizations suCh an exemption
request was recently filed with FEMA by the Arkansas Department of Healt

(see Attachment A), and FEMA Region VI supports the exemption request (see

Attachment B

we appreciate your attention and assistance un this reqguest, and
forward to hearing from 50u in the near future Please make

action on this request 1n v January 1984, since the
- ;
1

1

take final

exercise is scheduled fq March 1984 we must know in January fq

planning purpose whether a full cale exercise needs to be conduc

John R. Mars

Manager, |
JRM: s1

Attachments




Federal Emergency Management Agency
g ' 4 - ,

Region VI, Federal Center, 800 North Loop 288
Denton, Texas 76201-

MEMORANDUM

egional Director
Requesting Eremption for Annual Radiological Emergency
Preparedness Exercise for Arkansas Nuclear One per
Final Rule, 44 CFR, Part 350

15, 1983, members of my Technological Hazards Branch met with

ntatives from the State of Arkansas T-nartment of Health, Arkansas
Power and Light Company, and the Regional Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
reference the above subject. This meeting was held at the Regional NRC
office in Arlington, Texas. The State of Arkansas stated they
decision concerning this exemption as soon as possible
necessary for them to start their objectives and scenario meeting
annual exercise projected to be held sometim~ in

since 1t

darch 1984, See ['ne
letter from the State of Arkansas Department o>f Health for
to FEMA requesting this exemption

e

additional

The State of Arkansas has held tt successful annual exercises at
no major deficiencies and FEMA Re; VI is in concurrence with the
from the State of Arkansas Dep )f Health and
exemption be granted. Please se as soon as ﬁ‘sslble your decisi

-
4010 .

ecommend that an

Frank Wilson, Department of Health
vJohn Marshall, Arkansas Power and Light Company

il

Richard Bangart, Nuclear Regulatory Commission
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