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July 29, 1991

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTENTION: Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555

Subject: Waterford 3 SES
Docket No. 50-382

License No. NPF-38
Reporting of Licensee Event Report

Gentlemen:

Attached is Licensee Event Report Number LER-91-014-00 for Waterford Steam
Electric Station Unit 3. This Licensee Event Report is submitted pursuant
to 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(1).

Very truly yours,

Z)

(O let”‘{iq

D.F. Pa~ker

General Manager - Plant Operations

DFP/WEF/jrr

Attachment

cc: Messrs, R.D. Martin
G.L. Florreich
J.T. Wheelock - [(M¢) Records Center
E.L. Blake
D.L. Wigginton
N.S. Reynolds

NRC Resident Ins,~ctors Office
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At 0540 hours on June 27, 1991, Operations personnel ldentified a low nitrogen
(N2) pressure indication on Main Feedwater Isolation Valve (MFIV) 184B,
accumulator(ACC) 'B'. Instrumentation and Control Maintenance performed a N2
precharge pressure check and found the N2 pressure on ACC 'B' to be 40 psig.

A subsequent check of ACC 'A’' indicated a N2 precharge pressure reading of
2200 psig. Both N2 ACC for MFIV 184B were less than 2500 psig precharge,
therefore, MFIV 184B was inoperable greater than 4 hours exceeding the action
requirement of Technical Specification (TS) 3.6.3. The plant operated in a
condition prohibited by TS.

The root cause of this event was N2 leakage from both MFIV 184B ACC. A
contributing cause was the difficulty of accurately indicating low N2
precharge pressure. Corrective action taken was to recharge the MFIV 184B
ACC. Long term corrective actions include an invest!gation of modifications
to allow more accurate N2 ACC precharge pressure readings and the issuance of
& standing instruction change for monitoring MFIV's hydraulic fluid level and
N2 precharge pressure. Added protection of a Main Feed Regulating Valve and a
Start-Up Regulating Valve, which both recelve a Main Steam lsolation Signal
to close, and a check valve in the main feedwater piping, isolation of the
steam generators would be accomplished, if necessary, therefore; this event
did not threaten the health and safety of the public or plant personnel.
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