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3405 Darlington Rd. [.

Toledo, OH 43606
'

(419) 531-6229 i

IJanuary 28, 1995

!

Mr. Ivan Selin
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555 !

:

Dear Mr. Selin, I

i

In its issue of November 11, 1994 THE BLADE (Toledo newspaper) j

carried an article entitled "70 nuclecr plants on fire watch." ;

This article said that our closest nuclear power plant, Davis
'

Besse, uses Trermal-Lag 330 to wrap certain electrical cables. j
Our concern is that this material which is used to protect ;

vital electrical cables connected to reactor safety systems to *

protect from fire, might initiate fires. Our reason for this
,

concern is that the material, Thermal-Lag, when tested by the
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, failed to meet the minimum
fire barrier requirements.

.

THE BLADE article further informed us that President Rubin
Feldman of TSI, Thermal Sciences , Inc. that makes Thermal-Lag,
on September 29, 1994 was indicted by a federal grand jury on-
seven criminal charges, including willful violations of the <

Atomic Energy Act, a decade-long conspiracy to defraud the
U.S. government, false statements, and more. 70 nuclear power i

plants have spent $58 million on Thermal-Lag 330 since 1982.

"

Moreover, the article states that Thermal Sciences, Inc.
conspired with ITL-Industrial Testing Laboratories and its
Fresident, Allan Siegel, to fake test results and conceal *

facts from the government. In April, 1994, according_to the !

BLADE article, Siegel and ITL pleaded guilty to five counts
of aiding and abetting, and false statements. i

Steven West of NRC, following the September indictments, said ,

"We wouldn't object to the continued use of the material. j

That's a decision the individual utility has to make."

Due to the holidays and other activities we were unable to ;

write you sooner, Mr. Selin, about this alarming matter. We
want to know what has been developing in relation to this i

situation. Has the Thermal-Lag material now been replaced at t

Davis Besse, with safe, fire-insulating material?

Please read the enclosed BLADE article. We appreciate your I

attention to this matter. Safety is a great concern to us.

Sincerely, ,

$"Wh :yf
Alice and Rich Edwards
(Mrs. M. Alice Edwards,

9502210257 950128 Mr. Richard W. Edwards, JR.)
PDR ADOCK 05000346
P Pop
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70 nuclear plants on fire w~atch 5'
gyyoeg M y Fermi 11 has beco out of opera- fire barriers in nuclear power At Davis m=* Toledo Edison in-
ouer sim want, tion since a fire and erplosion at the plants estet for one reason only - stalled 1,000 feet of the material

plant last Christmas. When it goes to protect the pubhc from the dan- around cables and conduits. Another
Seventy of America's 109 nuclear back on line - most likely later this gers posed by an out-of-control nu- 4,000 square feet was wrapped

month - the rest of the material clear reactor," she said. around bones, Ms. Galecki said. |plants, including Davis Besse are
vulnerable to disaster because'they will have been replaced. Mr. Cerullo The case is scheduled to be heard Detroit Edison installed 2,000 '

contain flammable insu'.ation, ac- said. May 33.The indictment was brougM square feet of the materialin Fermi !
cording to the UA Justice Depart. "We*=e had the estended oetage in Maryland, where the NRC is, gg s easiliary building. t
ment. here so we've been able to do it" based. Attorneys for Thermal Sci- . thermal-Lag 330 is "not in any

Electrical cables and bones at Mr. Cerullo said. "We saw an opper- ence, however, are arguing to have way the only fire protection system <

those plants are insulated by a prod. tunity and did it." the case moved to St. Louis, we have," Ms. Galecki said. Wherev- '

uct called Thermal ' ag 330, which The $13 million la being taken out Besides the product's flammehil- er there is Thermal-Lag 330, there
government officia's say is flamma. of Detroit's Edison capital expendi- Ity, there is a dispute over what are automatic and manual sprin-
ble. The manufacturer Thermal ture budget, arq account for large Thermal-Lag 330 could put late the klers, she said.
Sciences. Inc., cf St. Louis, was in- *luipment and maintenance en- air if it catches fire. IAcal and national activists are
docted Sept. 29, after a two-year penses it will not be passed on to Environmental activista claim it calling on the ...;.^ to shutym..
grand jury investigation revealed it ratepayers, Mr..Cerullo said. releases hydrogen cyanide, a poison- down all nuclear plants that have
f aked tests and falsified remets that Toledo Edison eventually may re- aus gas, when it ignites. They claim Thermal-Lag 330 in them until the

P ace time material. But, barring an fire watch crews could be killed by material is replaced.lclaim the material is firuroof, the
Justice Department said. immediate NRC order, the utility the gas it they try to put out flamee They also have leveled criticism

The company has been selling will continue only wie Rs fire from taw insulation. at the NRC for failing to act more
Thermal-lag 330 to the nuclear in, watch patrols, which are done by Jan Strasma, a spokesman for the decisively.
destry since 1992. The 70 plants the plant's security force on an MRCs regional office la suburban Alice Hirt, spokesman for Toledo
have spent 850 million on it. heurty besis, Ms. Galecht said. Chicago, said there is not enough Osalition for Safe Energy, said it is

So far, the US Nuclear Regula. It also is performing tests.with evidence to support these claims. "- for the NRC to rely on I
-

tory Commission has not required other otr ties, separate from those But, he said: "It's clear the 1%er- g, ~gggy watch pstrol indefinitely. -

nuclear plants to replace the mate. done' by tne government, she said. mal-Lag, as installed, does not stop Paul Gunter, spokesman for the
rial. Its main action has been a 1992 "We're still evaluating what the fires" Nuclear Information & Resource
order that required plants to estab. best option is," Ms. Galecki said. The Maryland indictment clahn' Service, a national group based in
lish " fire watch patrols" in places Thermal-Lag 330 was one of sev- Thermal Science conspired with a Washington, said the situation
where the product had been in- eral prmlocts created in response to St. Louis. laboratory. Industrial leaves the public more vulnerable to
stalled. stronger fire protection codes the Testing Laboratories, Inc., to fake , ,,eg , acegg ng,

Toledo Edison Co. spent $2 mil. NRC adopted after a 1975 fire at a test results, and conceal facts fron- Watchdogs hope to pressure the
lion to get cables and bones inside nuclear plant in Alabama. In that the govern e nt. NRC late taking action, Mr. Gunter
its Davis Besse plant in Ottawa incident, a biase cut through cables, in April, industrial Testing and its said.
County wrapped with the insulation and the operator temporarily lost president. Allan Siegel, pleaded The UA House Oversight and in-
- 8400,000 on the material, and control of the reactor, according to guilty to five counts of aiding and vestigation Subcommittee, chaired
another 81.0 million on installation, the Justice Department. abetting, and false statements, ac. by UA Rep. John Dingell (D., Tren-
spokesman Janet Galecht said. On Sept. 29, a federal grand jury cording to Stuart Berman, an assis- ton), has questioned the NRC about

it has no immediate plans to re- in Maryland indicted Thermal Sci- stant U1 attorney. Its response
place faulty insulation. ace and its president, Rubin Feld- The company, which receival Mr. Gunter said the NRCs han-

Detroit Edison Co., which oper- man, 49, of Ladue, Mo., on seven 800,000 from Thermal Selece over dling of the affair should draw as
ates Fermi 11 in Michigan's Monroe counts, including conspiracy, mak- 10 years, was fined $150,000, the much attention as Thermal Sci-
County, has spent 81.2 million dur- I"8 I*I'' statements, and violating Justice Department said. ence s product.
ing its ll month shutdown to re- the Atorm.e Energy Act. Mr. Siegel's sentencing was de- "Just how strict are the NRCs
place most rf the Thermal-Lag 330 Ane me indictant US Attor- layed until after the Thermal Sci- fire protection codes when plants
in its plant with another material, ney Lynne Battaglia said "the al- ence trial. As part of a negotiated have been out of compliance for 13

leged misconduct in this case repre- deal, he la required to cooperate years now?" he asked.
spokesman Guy Cerallo said'of thesents a contempt let this safety of with the government and, if neces-It had about half as much
product as Davis R====, according the American people." sery, testify at the trial, Mr. Ber.
to volumes cited by the two utilities. "The NRCs strict standards for man said.
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