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Comments on the Proposed Shutdown Rule

Boston Edison Company (BECo) does not support the issuance of the proposed rule, “Shutdown and
Low Power Operations for Nuclear Power Reactors”, noticed in the Federal Register dated October
19, 1994 (59FR52707). We endorse the comments provided to you by both the Boiling Water
Reactor Owners Group (BWROG) and the Nuclear Energy Institute. BECo has participated with both
groups on shutdown and low power safety issues and in preparing the comments.

In addition, BECo has voluntarily implemented internal and industry initiatives to improve the conduct
of operations during shutdown and low power situations. We will continue to review our experiences
and refine our processes based on our and industry's lessons leamed. However, we believe the
imposition of the proposed rule has the potential to discourage innovation and industry initiatives.

We further believe this rule's implementation will extend the average refueling outage by several days
without a significant improvement in safety. Therefore, imposition of this rule is inconsistent with the
NRC's intention of helping industry control costs on issues where safety is not significantly improved

or impaired. Its promulgation will hamper our efforts to constantly improve refueling outage
performance and to enhance nuclear generation's attractiveness in a competitive environment.
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